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PROCEEDI NGS

2 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: Al right, everyone. Tine is

now 7: 03 p.m on Thursday, March 19th, 2026, and
this public hearing will now begin.

This hearing is being held by the South
Carolina Departnent of Environnmental Services to
recei ve conments on the application submtted by
Hei del berg Materials Southeast AGG LLC, to m ne
granite at a site located at 7900 Monticell o Road
in Richland County, about six and a half mles
nort hwest of Col unbi a.

As a formal proceeding, the purpose of this
hearing is to record oral conmments for the officia
record. SCDES staff will not respond to questions
or comments during the hearing.

A certified transcript will be prepared and
posted on your webpage at des. sc.gov/ manni ng-quarry
when it becones avail abl e.

My nanme is Catherine Sawer, and I will serve
as your hearing officer tonight. Thank you for
being here for this inportant step in our
permtting process.

Before we begin, a few rem nders. Please
silence all cell phones and el ectronic devices. If

you have not done so al ready, please sign in at the
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table out front so that we have a record of
attendance toni ght and can notify you on future
updat es.

DES' s permtting process requires applicants
to denonstrate that their proposed operations can
neet all state and federal environnenta
regul ati ons.

Qur role is to review applications and, if
appropriate, issue and enforce permts that protect
human health and the environnent. Your role is to
provi de comments for consideration

Wi | e deci sions are not based on a vote or the
nunmber of simlar comments, your input nay
i nfl uence whether or not a permt is issued or, if
i ssued, the terns and conditions witten into it.

A presentation on the proposed mne and
permtting process was provided earlier at 6 p.m
and will be posted online before the end of the
comment peri od.

For tonight's process, Colby Myers will read a
restatenment about the proposed m ne, then N ck

Hoehn will give an overview of the draft air

permt.
After that, | will call on those who indicated
on the sign-in sheet that they wish to speak. |If
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you choose not to conment when called, you may

decl i ne.

After all |isted speakers have comrent ed,
will ask if anyone el se wi shes to speak. Once all
comments are received, | will give pleasant remarks

and adj ourn the hearing.

To ensure fairness and efficiency, please
foll ow t hese gui del i nes.

First, your comments should not go over three
m nutes per individual or five mnutes for elected
officials or those speaking on behalf of an
organi zed group.

Second, please be respectful towards anyone
speaki ng here tonight.

And, third, please do not interrupt or ask
ot her participants to respond to your comrents.

Shoul d any conmments or actions begin to nove
away fromthe intent of this hearing, | may ask the
speaker to limt their statenents and be seat ed.

As a rem nder, staff will not answer
guesti ons.

I will now call on Colby Myers to read a

rest at enent.

24 MR. MYERS: On July 9th, 2025, Heidel berg Materials

Sout heast -- Sout heast Agg, LLC, submitted a mne
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operating permt application to mne granite in
Ri chl and County.

The total permtted area is proposed to be
241.9 acres, consisting of 144.5 acres of affected
area, 97.4 acres of buffer, and no future reserves.

The reclamation plan proposes to reclaimthe

site to a pond or |ake, grasslands, and woodl ands.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: All right. N ck fromAir.

9 MR HOEHN: Hei del berg Materials Southeast Agg, LLC,

Manni ng Quarry has applied to the departnent for an
air construction permt to install and operate a
new aggregate mne and processing pl ant.

A draft permt and draft statenent of basis
have been witten outlining the proposed project
and appl i cabl e regul ati ons.

This permt will enable the facility to
construct and operate in conpliance with state and
federal air quality regul ations.

The permit includes federally enforceable
facility-wide limts to remain bel ow the major
source thresholds for both Title 5 operating permt
and prevention of significant deterioration
regul ati ons.

The limts are | ess than 250 tons per year of

particul ate matter em ssions and | ess than 100 tons
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1 per year for both particulate matter em ssions |ess
2 than 10 m crons and particulate nmatter em ssions

3 | ess than 2.5 mcrons.

4 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER:  Al'l right. | will now call on
5 the folks who signed in in a random order to give
6 their coments.

7 Pl ease conme up to the m crophone and state

8 your name very clearly. Please spell your first

9 and | ast nanmes also for the court reporter
10 Eddie Wl fe, would you still like to speak?
11 You're right there --

12 MR WOLFE: Onh, right here?

13 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: -- at the m crophone, sir

14 Yes, sir.

15 MR WOLFE: Ckay. Yes. |I'm-- I'mEddie Wlfe. | live
16 at 1013 Wnterwood Road, which is |less than a half
17 amle up Mnticello in the corner of Mnticello
18 and Wnterwod. And |I'mhere to voice ny

19 opposi tion, obviously, to -- to the permts that
20 woul d al l ow the proposed site for the granite mne,
21 SO .

22 I'"'m77 years old. | lived on the sanme |and
23 for 77 years. My sister is here with ne. She's
24 81, and has lived on the |and for 80 years.

25 So why did | bring that up? | bring it up
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1 because as mentioned earlier, a |lot of the people

2 in this neighborhood here are el derly people or

3 seniors that have |ived here for many, many, many,
4 many years. There are ol der fol ks who have |ived

5 on the property for all of their lives in sonme of

6 t he cases, so --

7 | personally know a gentleman who i s one of

8 the closest residents to the entrance to the m ne

9 He is in his 80s and he's totally disabled. So

10 people like this don't need this. Mst of the

11 time, he stays by hinself, so we're concerned for
12 oursel ves, but we're concerned for people that --
13 that m ght be inpacted by that.

14 If this is approved, even if a -- a resident
15 wanted to nove away, the problemthere is by that
16 time the -- the inpact of the mne is going to be
17 | owering the cost of their homes and their

18 property. And what they would sell their home for
19 here, would be di m nished, and may not even be able
20 to buy another home in the same category of what
21 they were living in.
22 As far as |'mconcerned, | never plan to
23 | eave. 1've been here 77, |'"mgoing to go out
24 there. But -- but a lot of -- but what |'mnore
25 concerned about is the inpact of -- of this. Could
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our homes be danaged, for an exanple? And we've
tal ked about that, and | think that's certainly a
possibility to ne.

The noise fromthe -- the mne would be
relentless. And | think it will be, and it's a
maj or issue. Listening to explosions a short
di stance away, and, again, I'mwthin a half a
mle, is not the way |I plan to spend the rest of ny
life. The runbling and bangi ng from crushi ng
machi nes wi |l be constant.

Al so, the issue of pollution is huge for ne.
Besi des the noise, |I'm concerned about
environnent al issues, equipnent, trucks, discharge,
dust, traffic, and a big hole in the ground.

And | would Iike to comment about that, first,
Richtex m ne that one of the fol ks here nmenti oned.
There's still a big hole in the ground off of Frost
Avenue in Denny Terrace. So sounds |like there's a
possibility here of discharge into the Burgess
Creek. | know that there are going to be
guidelines to try to prevent that for the overfl ow
It could be a possibility. And when | was a snal
child, one of our swimmng holes was in that creek
so that creek is special to ne.

For those who not -- mght not know about
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Burgess Creek, it flows into the Broad River
adjacent to the Frost MII| Islands. Those islands
have been there for centuries, and they have been
used over the years for different generations for
fishing -- fishing, for kayaking, boating and

pi cnics and such as that, so I'm concerned about
the inpact on the creek. | nean, it's concerned to
back down on the river, and |I'm concerned about the

i mpact on the islands.

| can tell you this: 1've spent ny life on
the Broad River. There are quarries on the -- near
the Broad River. | know where they discharge in

the river. And it's not a pretty sight. So -- so
what ki nd of business industry, you know, do we
have north of the -- the university here?

What we have is a fornmer landfill that was
used for trees, vegetation, and what was right down
on the Frost M|l Road down here. W had the --
the clay mne that we're -- we're tal ki ng about

repl acing here. Not one, but two rock quarries up

t he road.

And | ast, the Richland County Landfill. Tel
you a little about the landfill. You know, in this
community here, we thought that the landfill was

about at capacity, and it would cl ose and nove
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1 somewhere else. Wll, not so fast. They've

2 applied for rezoning on 75 acres of land --

3 approximately 75 acres of |land that would run the

4 landfill all the way out that wthin 100 yards of

5 Mont gonery Road, which is a road that is a -- a

6 di f f erent nei ghborhood, but a very nice

7 nei ghbor hood, very simlar to -- to what we have

8 here cl ose by, people that have lived there all of
9 their lives.

10 So we are, you know, what |'masking for, |I'm
11 asking for conpassion from-- fromthe

12 envi ronnental services here for the people that

13 live here, for the -- for the people that |ive

14 their entire lives, particularly the elderly folks
15 that lived here. And I'masking for a no vote on
16 the permts.

17 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Hang on, sir. Here's your

18 not epad.

19 MR WOLFE: Oh, excuse ne. GCkay. Thank you.
20 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Uh-huh. Al right. Next up to
21 speak is Brett MIler. Do you still wi sh to speak?
22 MR MLLER No, nma'am
23 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: No? kay. Shawn Har man?
24 MR. HARMAN. | want to go last. | want to go |ast.
25 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: | can do that. Ckay. Bil
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Stangl er, would you like to speak?

MR. STANGLER  Yeah. | signed up. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER:  Uh- huh.

MR. STANGLER My nane is Bill Stangler. [|'myour
Congaree Riverkeeper. |It's B-i-l-1 S-t-a-n-g-I-e-
r. | represent an organization that works to

protect the three rivers here.

|"ve | ooked at the permt, and just off the
bat, a hundred years is entirely too long to issue
a permt for. That neans that the project wll
continue under this permt well after anyone in
this rooms children will even get to see that
final reclamation.

I know that these projects last for a | ong
time, that you can mne a quarry for a long tine,
but that doesn't nean you have to issue a permt
for a hundred years. Certainly not be stuck with
t he decisions based on a regulatory structure a
century ago.

One of the biggest concerns about quarry
operations, and certainly in this area, is
sedinent, so we've heard that they are going to
have sedi nent basins and detention basins, and
that's inportant to have. That's absolutely

critical, but those -- those concerns are stil
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there. And | -- |'m speaking from experience here.
We've had quarries that exist in this area, whether
they're upstreamon the Broad River or the ones in
downt own Col unbi a, and |'ve chased enough sedi nment
probl ens through those tributaries and to those
quarries to know that it doesn't always worKk.

So one of the things that | think is
incredibly inportant here is the nonitoring
requirements. Wile the conpany will have to
di scl ose nmonthly nonitoring reports through their
DVRs, there's additional nonitoring that's part of
the general permt that they are getting, or
actually have al ready received approval for, and
that kind of goes into a black box.

The agency does not generally disclose that
i nformati on nor do permttees usually give that
information to the agency. That stuff should be
made publicly available on a regular basis, on an
ongoi ng basis. Too often, permttees fail to do
that required nonitoring, and the agency has
historically failed to enforce those general permt
requi renments.

Goi ng through the permt, there was a section
that asked about threatened and endangered speci es,

and then there was a single-line response, "Do they
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exi st?"

The answer was, "No." It was not clear from
the application what type of analysis went into
t hat conversation

Norrmal |y, when you |l ook at a permt that does
that kind of RTE, rare, threatened, endangered
| ook, you have consultations with state agencies,
consultations with federal agencies, surveys of the
property. In this case, all that was available to
the public to see was, "No." And yet we know t hat
vari ous protected species do occur in this area.
Bal d eagl es definitely exist and occur along the
Broad River. | saw a pair of themon the Broad
Ri ver just above this site over the weekend. W' ve
seen a nunber of them downstream

Additionally, certain species that are not
federally listed are still in the area. |[|f you
| ook at that map, less than a thousand feet from
this site is a popul ation of Rocky Shoal Spider
Lilies. Rocky Shoal Spider Lilies are a state
speci es of concern. They're a rare flower that
only occur in a handful of places, maybe 30
popul ations in the entire world. They occur right
there at the shoals on the Broad River, just

downstream where this creek discharges into the
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river. 1t could be significantly inpacted by
sedi ment comng off of this site. So I think
that's sonething that should be addressed both
through the permtting process and by the conpany
if they nove forward on this process is to ensure
that they're not going to danage one of the | ast
remai ni ng popul ati ons of Rocky Shoal Spider Lilies
on the Broad River. Again, nore thorough analysis
of that.

One of the other things that was interesting
in that permt application was, again, a -- a

bl anket "no" to cultural or historic sites in the

area. | know this area has been inpacted before by

a clay operation, so -- but N pper Creek Heritage
Preserve, which is run by DNR, is inmredi ately
upstream of this site near one of the other
quarries. The way that they found out that that
had i nportant historic artifacts on it was because
quarry operations started and fol ks said, "Hey, we
should really look at this.” Archaeol ogi sts went
out and the estate actually protected that area so
that they could do nore eval uation of that.

So, to blanketly say, "No. That doesn't

exi st," when you know that you have actually a

trove of artifacts inmediately upstream at anot her
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site that was found because of quarrying activity
seens a bit disingenuous.

So those are just sonme things | think should
be | ooked at during this application process. And,
again, specifically the concerns about
sedinmentation to the Broad Ri ver and to Burgess
Creek. Thank you

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWYER:  Chri stian Hendricks, woul d you
like to speak?

MR. HARMAN. He stepped out.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: Ckay. Shawn Har man?

MR. HARMAN. My nane is Gabriel Shawn Harnman. | go by
" Shawni e. "

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWYER:  Uh- huh.

MR. HARMAN. S-h-a-wn. Like | said, nmy concerns are
the elderly neighbors. |[|'ve been out here all ny
life. | grew up between two of the rock quarries,
Martin Marietta and Vul can. Every tine they
dynamte, you knowit. |'ve never seen any
conversation to any of ny neighbors or friends.

The man from-- Betty Bl oom you probably know
well. Her husband was friends with ny daddy.
Daddy died in '79. He actually farnmed a | andfill
above Wulcan. |'ve never seen any good. W got

busted wi ndshields every tine we turn around. W
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got trash on the road fromthe dunp, which ain't
the rock quarry, but it's still a factor out here.

| have literally picked trash up fromthe dunp here
back to the landfill the day | dunped a | oad of
trash.

My concern is the address don't match the
property that y'all are using. The address they're
using is on the opposite side of the road, which is
owned by one of the very nenbers of this bible
college. |1'mconcerned they're not trying to do
the plant where they're saying; they're going to
switch it across the road, which has been done in
the past. 1've talked to many of ny nei ghbors.
Like | said, sonme of themvery elderly/very sick
they cannot cone. The three inmedi ate houses, this
is going to destroy. But |I'm concerned about the
hal f-mle radius notifications. There's been no
notices put on the highway for nobody.

The clay pit. There was al ways damages,

w ecks that wasn't clained -- no clainms were filed.
It caused wrecks every tinme it rained out here.
Nobody cared. | knew hundreds of people that

wor ked at them plants. | know guys that dynamted
both quarries. M concern's for the nei ghborhood.

We have too nuch already in the i medi ate area.
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15 MR

18 MR

That's all | wanted to say.

The other thing is: | got friends that own
hundreds of acres want to add a house for the
famly. The governnent won't |et them because of
wildlife -- green. They want to stay green. |'ve
got friends going to Farrow Road with the sane
problem Yet they're going to add another rock
quarry to destroy the wildlife and the creek.
Because that creek that runs through this place,
there's no way around that. |It's directly down the

edge of -- the mddle of it. Thank you.

12 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: All right. That concl udes all

who signed up to cormment. |f anyone else wi shes to
speak, please raise your hand.
KLEI'N: M.

Yes, sir. Please renenber to state your nane

and spell it for the court reporter.
KLEIN. Yes. |'mLawence Klein, L-a-wr-e-n-c-e K-
l-e-i-n. 1 live at 7964 Monticello, and |I agree

with all the other comrents so far.

I'"ve worked with nmy forester to prepare a
four-page letter because we do put tinber on our --
on our property over there. And we -- we're very
consci entious about the wildlife, and we've, you

know, replanted and done those sorts of things
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because we |ove the area. And -- and we have
really good nei ghbors, as well. Even though we
have a | ot of property, we have a nunber of them
t hat have been spoken to you now.

And so I've -- |I've already sent this letter
into-- to M. Myers. And appreciate the very
succi nct presentations from DHEC. So those
comments are on file, but there's four pages of
concern after concern after concern. And | think
that we all -- the neighbors all share these kinds

of concerns. That's all | want to say. Thank you.

12 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Wbul d anyone el se like to speak

tonight? Pl ease raise your hand.

Ckay. Since no one wi shes to speak, the
comment portion of this hearing is now cl osed.

On behal f of SCDES, | would like to thank you
for attending and sharing your coments. Al
comments will be reviewed and, if necessary,
addi tional information nmay be requested by the
appl i cant.

A decision to approve or deny the permt wll

then be issued. At that tine, a sunmmary response

to comments and the final decision will be sent to
everyone on the mailing list and will be posted
onl i ne.
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If you would like to receive this notice by
certified mail, please submt that request in -- in
witing by April 3rd, 2026.

The time is now 7:23 p.m, and this public
hearing is adjourned.

(Wher eupon, the hearing was
concluded at 7:23 p.m)
(*This transcript may contain quoted nateri al
Such material is reproduced as read or quoted

by the speaker.)
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STATE OF SOUTH CARCLINA )
CERTI FI CATE
COUNTY  OF RI CHLAND )

Be it known that Julie Taradash took the
f oregoi ng proceedi ng and hereby attests:

that I was then and there a notary public in and
for the State of South Carolina-at-large and that by
virtue thereof I was duly authorized to adm nister an
oat h;

that the deponent/w tness, if any, was first
duly sworn to testify to the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth, concerning the matter in
t he controversy aforesaid;

that the foregoing transcript represents a true,
accurate, and conplete transcription of the testinony
so given at the tinme and place aforesaid to the best
of ny skill and ability;

that | amneither a relative nor an enpl oyee of
any of the parties hereto, nor of any attorney or
counsel enployed by the parties hereto, nor
interested in the outcone of this action;

that, if a recording of an event was supplied by
anot her party for purposes of transcription and | was
not present during that event, the foregoi ng pages
were transcribed to the best of ny skill and ability;
additional ly, any identifications of speakers were
provided to me by the party supplying the recording;

that, in the event of a nonappearance by the
W tness, the foregoing details for the nonappearance
are accurate.

In witness thereof, | have hereunto affi xed ny

signhature and title. ‘
Uﬂaiu 1A m/u

Jul i e Taradash

Date: 4/7/2026

Notary public for South Carolina

My conmmi ssion expires March 27, 2035

*Unl ess otherwi se noted, this notary public
adm ni stered the oath. Please refer to the
transcript for any exceptions.

**For details on reading and signing, please refer to
the transcript.

Southern Reporting, Inc.
depos@souther nreporting.net | www.souther nreporting.net
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