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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 23, 2026 

DCSD Shares Findings from Black Creek Elementary Environmental Testing 

State and federal agencies have completed environmental testing at Black Creek Elementary School and 
determined that the findings do not present a risk to students or staff. The agencies also determined that no 
immediate action is required. 

According to the South Carolina Department of Environmental Services (SCDES) and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), the testing did not identify any metals, polychlorinated biphenyls, or pesticides at 
levels of concern. The agencies also concluded that the per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) detected do 
not present a risk to students or staff. 

The testing began after state and federal agencies and Darlington County School District learned that the school 
property had previously been used as farmland that received biosolids from the former Galey & Lord facility. 
Once notified, the district immediately began working with both agencies throughout the testing and review 
process. 

According to SCDES, soil samples were collected from around the school, including playground and outdoor 
areas where students spend time. Based on those results and subsequent risk assessments, SCDES and EPA 
determined that no immediate action is required. 

The agencies suggested several proactive measures to further strengthen the site over time. These suggestions 
include covering exposed soil in certain play areas and reinforcing common-sense practices already encouraged 
in schools, such as washing hands after outdoor activities. 

“The most important takeaway for our families is that SCDES and EPA have determined the findings do not 
present a risk to students or staff, and no immediate action is required. Those conclusions are important and 
reassuring,” said Dr. Matthew Ferguson, DCSD superintendent. “We know our families trust us with what 
matters most, their children. That responsibility guides every decision we make. We will continue to keep our 
families, employees, and community informed while remaining focused on the safety, well-being, and learning 
environment of every student and staff member.” 

The district will continue working with SCDES and EPA and will keep families informed of any future updates. 

A copy of the SCDES fact sheet is sent with this release. 

About Darlington County School District:  Darlington County School District educates approximately 9,000 
students across 21 schools and programs in Darlington County. The district is committed to excellence in 
teaching and learning for each child, every day. 
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