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PROCEEDI NGS

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Good evening, the tine is
now 7: 02 p.m on Thursday, Septenber 10th, 2026, and
this public hearing will now begin. This hearing is
bei ng held by the South Carolina Departnent of
Envi ronmental Services to receive comments on the
application submtted by Ckatie Construction, L.L.C. to
nmodify their permt to mine topsoil, sand, and clay at
a site located on Rabbit Celand Road in Jasper County,
approximtely 6.2 mles southeast of Ridgeland. As a
formal proceedi ng, the purpose of this hearing is to
record oral comments for the official record. SCDES
staff will not respond to questions or conments during
t he heari ng.

My nane is Catherine Sawer, and | will serve as
your hearing officer. Thank you for being here for
this very inportant step in the SCDES permtting
process.

Before we begin, a few rem nders: Please silence
your cell phones and all electronic devices. And if
you have not done so already, please sign in at the
table out front so that we'll have a record of everyone
who attended and we can notify you of future updates.

SCDES' s pernmitting process requires applicants to

denonstrate that their proposed operations can neet all
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1 state and federal environnental regulations. Qur role
2 is to review applications and, if appropriate, issue
3 and enforced pernits that protect human health and the
4 environment. Your role is to provide conments for
5 consi deration. \While decisions are not based on a vote
6 or the nunber of simlar comrents, your input nay
7 i nfl uence whether or not a permt is issued, or if
8 i ssued, the terns and conditions witten into it.
9 W'l | now outline tonight's process. First,
10 Jereny Eddy will neke a statenment for the record about
11 the proposed tinme nodification. After that, | wll
12 call on those who indicated on the sign-in sheet that
13 they wish to speak. |f you choose not to comment when
14 called, you may decline. After all |isted speakers
15 have commented, if anyone el se wi shes to speak, they
16 will be allowed. Once all comments are received,
17 wi Il give closing remarks and adjourn the hearing.
18 To ensure fairness and efficiency, please follow
19 t hese gui del i nes.
20 Your commrents should not go over three mnutes per
21 i ndividual or five for an elected official or those
22 speaki ng on behal f of an organi zed group
23 Pl ease be respectful towards anyone speaking here
24 t oni ght .
25 And third, please do not interrupt or ask other
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participants to respond to your conments. Shoul d any
conments or actions begin to nove away fromthe intent
of the hearing, | may ask the speaker to linmt their

statenents and be seat ed.

As a reninder, staff will not answer questions.
Il will now call Jereny Eddy to raise a brief
st at ement .

MR, EDDY: On Decenber 19th, 2025, Ckatie
Construction, L.L.C. submtted an application to nodify
the existing mne operating pernit in Jasper County.
The application requests to add 102.5 acres to the
permitted area and renove 34.7 acres fromthe pernitted
area as reclained mned land. The reclamation plan
wi Il remain unchanged. The site will be reclained to
ponds with grassed banks. However, the application
does include an updated reclanmati on schedule to include
t he new area.

HEASRI NG OFFI CER SAWYER: Thank you, Jereny. W
wi Il now hear fromthose of you who indicated on the
sign-in sheet that you would like to speak tonight. If
you're unable to conplete your comments within the
three-mnute allotted tine, you may subnit themin
writing through the end of the public coment period on
Sept enber 25th, 2026. Wen | call on you, please

clearly state and spell your nane for the Court
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Reporter. Diane Sesler? Not here. Barry and Donna
Senken? Gerald Burgoyne?

MR, BURGOYNE: |'mright here.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: (kay. Conme down and you
may need the nicrophone.

MR, BURGOYNE: Hey, how are you all doing? M nane

is Gerald Burgoyne. |I've lived in this area probably
20 years. Actually, | live right in the area that --
closest to the mine as anybody is going to -- anybody

lives. W got dans just down through there that have
washed out |ike two 36-inch culverts on nmy property.

If it rains like it's rained in the past, there's no
ponds that are going to hold that anmount of water.

It's going to wash everything down through Hazard
Creek. Several years ago, we had a problemw th an
asphalt plant that was going to build next to ny
property. Luckily, we got that voted out, but it's
just been one thing -- [inaudible] -- after the other,
i ke cement plants, dunps, everything right in this one
little area that -- where | live. Once the water goes
through there, there's a little culvert that cones to a
point, and then the water junps the road. So, there's
1, 000s upon 1,000s of gallons of water that cross over
the road at times. | just don't -- and like this whole

area i s surrounded by wetlands. You dig a hole in the
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m ddl e of the wetlands, what's going to happen? It's

going to fill up full of water. | just don't believe

it's a good idea, and | think they're just going to

waste their noney. Thank you very much

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Gary Breland? All right,

Gary's not here. Gant McClure? No. David Sesler?

Ch, goodness. Theodore DuPont? Eileen Wedel and Don

Know es? Nathan Bass? WIIliam and Anne Hodge? Monty

Lafitte? Janmes -- 64 Sandpi per Lane? Helen and Tony

Bl ant on?

VMS. BLANTON: We're here, but | wasn't going to

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: You don't want to speak?

If you signed in, | still call you if you checked 'I'm

not sure' just to make sure | -- okay. You don't wish

to nake a comment tonight?

MS. BLANTON: No, not -- | nean, there's so nany --

we' ve had trouble with garbage trucks.
HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: Cone - -

M5. BLANTON: [Crosstal k. Inaudible.] -- these

dunmp trucks down in that area.
HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWYER: | f you want to rmake it the

public record, cone on down and state your name and

we'll get you on the record. Helen Blanton
M5. BLANTON: |'m Hel en Blanton and we |ive down
Tickton Hall Road. And between everything that Robert
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G aves is doing now down Tickton Hall Road and what's
going on on the other side, we've |lived down that way
al nrost 40 years, and it was garbage trucks, garbage
trucks. And if it's not a garbage truck, now they want
to do the land, to excavate this | and and everything
and it -- | just don't know how nmuch this area can
take. And with the water and everything. And the
fish, this -- | nean, we live out of the river. W
| ove fish, oysters, crab. W do this all sumrer I|ong,
and as long as we can catch it, we do it. And | just
don't understand -- | just don't understand how one
little area has to supply so nuch trash from Beaufort
County. They don't want it in Beaufort County, but
they got it right out our door. Al these landfills
and everything now, they got it right out of our door.
But Beaufort County don't want it. That's it. That's
it. Thank you so nuch.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Thank you. Sam Wbodwar d?

M5. UNKNOWN: | think they' re outside. |'m going
to go out there.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWYER: Nanci Pol k- Weckhor st ?

MS. POLK- WECKHORST: Do you think -- | wasn't
pl anni ng on maki ng a conment, but since everybody el se
left. | just have lived in this area, saw Hilton Head

just getting maul ed for 50 years. And now |'mup in
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the Grays area, and we're fighting the sanme nmine up
there. So, | just canme to see howthis went. And it
just doesn't seemlike the environnent or the ecol ogy
is being | ooked after. So, | don't know what to say
other than | just hope that they don't just keep eating
away at this whole area. | knowthe landfill is here.
So, you know, this whole area has just been devastated
for years, and it's toxic. So, | just hope they don't
allowit up in our area in the Gays. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER Wbul d Russel | Fredericks
like to speak? Kay Horton or Ralph Smith? No. Al
right, that is everyone who signed in and w shed to
comment. Wbuld anyone else like to make a comment for
the public?

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWYER: All right. State and
spell your nanme for the Court Reporter, please.

MR, BRELAND: |I'm Gary Breland. | live at d over
Pl antati on Road and at d over Road. And | oppose the
extensi on of Rabbit Cdeland. But my biggest concern is
the environnental inpact that's going to be on the
Hazard Creek. O course, we have two other creeks, the
U-Haul Creek and New River. This track, 75 to 80
percent of the drainage of the wetlands will be back
into Hazard Creek. | used to manage this property for

Ceorgia Pacific Corporation, the |ogging and the road
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build. So, | know these wetlands, and | don't know how
well that y'all know the property if y'all been on it.
If not, you make arrangenents for ne. |'lIl be glad to
nmeet with you and show you the wetlands and our
concerns. The second is endangered species. That's
the turtle, pitcher plants. | forgot the nanme of that.
It's what you call venus flytrap. And the red cockaded
woodpecker. When | managed the track, we had one
active and one non-active colum on the track. Also,
I"'mnot sure if it's just going to be one road com ng
out fromthe track. |If not, if it's going to the
d over Road, that has a weight linit of 10 tons. These
dunmp trucks, enpty weight, are anywhere from 24,000 to
28,500 pounds. So that tells you they can't even haul,
or the dunmp trucks can't cone in on the enpty weight.
I'd like to have a study done on this property for the
environnental issues. And before we get a permt, it's
been processed and been done. That's all | have.
Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER Al |l right. Anyone el se
wi sh to corment before we wap up the coment period?

Then On behalf of SCDS -- DES, | would like to
thank you for attending and sharing your conments with
us tonight. Al conmrents will be reviewed, and if

necessary, additional information nay be requested from
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the applicant. A decision to approve or deny the
permit will then be issued. At that time, a sunmmary
response to coments and the final decision will be
sent to everyone on the nailing list and will be posted
online at the website. |If you would like to receive
this notice by certified mail, please submt that
request in witing by Septenber 25th, 2026.

The time is now 7:16 p.m, and this public hearing
i s adj our ned.

(WHEREUPQON, AT 7:16 P.M, THE PUBLI C HEARI NG OF THE

ABOVE- ENTI TLED MATTER WAS CONCLUDED. )

(*This transcript may contain quoted materi al
Such material is reproduced as read or quoted by the

speaker.)
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLI NA )
) CERTI FI CATE

COUNTY OF BAMBERG )

Be it known that | took the foregoing proceeding
and hereby attests:

that | was then and there a Notary Public in and
for the State of South Carolina-At-Large and that by
virtue thereof | was duly authorized to adm nister an
oat h;

that the deponent/wi tness, if any, as first duly
sworn to testify to the truth, the whole truth, and
not hing but the truth, concerning the matter in the
controversy aforesaid,;

that the foregoing transcript represents a true,
accurate and conplete transcript of the testinony so
given at the tinme and place aforesaid, to the best of ny
skill and ability;

that | amneither a relative nor an enpl oyee of
any of the parties hereto, nor of any of attorney or
counsel enployed by the parties hereto, nor interested
in the outcone of this action;

that if a recording of an event was supplied by
anot her party for purposes of transcription and | was
not present during that event, the foregoing pages were
transcribed to the best of ny skill and ability;
additionally, any identifications of speakers were
provided to ne by the party supplying the recording;

that in the event of a nonappearance by the
wi tness, the foregoing details for the nonappearance are
accur at e.

In witness thereof, | have hereunto affixed by
sighature and title.

s

Hzgfl;\f[h}hﬂ__

Suesan L. Richardson
Pr of essi onal Court Reporter

Dat e: Septenber 15, 2026

Notary in and for the State of South Carolina

My Conmmi ssion Expires: August 24, 2027

Notary I D: 10268966

*Unl ess specified otherwise in the transcript, this notary
public admi ni stered the oath.

**For the details on reading and signing, please refer to
the transcript.
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