Public Hearing Page 1
Okatie Construction, LLC - Glover Road Mine 9/17/2026

SQUTH CAROLI NA DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMVENTAL SERVI CES
STATE OF SQUTH CAROLI NA

IN RE: PERM T
MODI FI CATI ON TRANSCRI PT
OKATI E CONSTRUCTI CN, OF
LLC, GLOVER ROCAD M NE
JASPER COUNTY, SOUTH

CARCLI NA

PUBLI C HEARI NG

N N N N N N N N N

Dat e: Septenber 17, 2026
Time: 7:10 p. m
Location: Lakeside at Blue Heron, 153 Janes L. Tayl or

Drive, Ridgeland, South Carolina

Reported by
Jul i e Taradash

Southern Reporting, Inc.
depos@souther nreporting.net | www.souther nreporting.net



Public Hearing Page 2
Okatie Construction, LLC - Glover Road Mine 9/17/2026

APPEARANCES

SCDES O ficials Present:
Cat heri ne Sawyer, Hearing Oficer
Jereny Eddy, Project Mnager,
M ning and Recl amati on Section

Speakers fromthe Public:
Cat hy DeCour cy
Car nen Mal phrus
Robert Crim an

Davi d Sesl er

| NDEX
| ntroductions by Ms. Sawyer: 3
St atenent by M. Eddy: 5
Publ i c Coments: 5
Cl osi ng: 13
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PROCEEDI NGS

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: So good evening. The tine is

now 7:10 p.m on Thursday, Septenber 17th, 2026,
and this public hearing will now begin.

This hearing is being held by the South
Carol i na Departnment of Environnmental Services to
recei ve coments on the application submtted by
Okatie Construction, LLC, to nodify their permt to
m ne sand at a site |located at 835 d over Road in
Jasper County, approximately 2.9 m |l es sout heast of
Ri dgel and. As a formal proceeding, the purpose of
this hearing is to record oral comments for the
official record. SCDES staff will not respond to
questions or coments during the hearing. M nane
is Catherine Sawer, and | will serve as your
hearing officer tonight. Thank you for being here
inthis inportant step in the SCDES permtting
process.

Bef ore we begin, please silence your cel
phones and el ectroni c devices, and if you have not
done so already, please sign in at the table up
front so we know how to contact you for updates.

SCDES' s permtting process requires applicants
to denonstrate that their proposed operations can

meet all state and federal environmental
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regulations. Qur role is to review applications
and, if appropriate, issue and enforce permts that
protect human health and the environnent. Your
role is to provide comrents for consideration
Wi | e decisions are not based on a vote or the
nunber of simlar conments, your input may
i nfluence whether or not a permt is issued or, if
i ssued, the ternms and conditions witten into it.
Toni ght's process: Jereny Eddy will read a
brief statenment about the proposed m ne
nodi fication. After that, | will call on those who

i ndicated on the sign-in sheet that they wsh to

speak. |If you choose not to comment when call ed,
you may decline. After all |isted speakers have
cormented, | will ask if anyone el se wishes to
speak. Once all comrents are received, | wll give

cl osing remarks and adj ourn the heari ng.

To ensure fairness and efficiency, please
foll ow these guidelines. Your coments shoul d not
go over three mnutes per individual or five
m nutes for elected officials and those speaking on
behal f of an organi zed group. Please be respectful
t owar ds anyone speaki ng here toni ght, and pl ease do
not interrupt or ask other participants to respond

to your conments. Should any conments or actions
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begin to nove away fromthe intent of this hearing,
| may ask the speaker to limt their statenents and
be seated. As a rem nder, DES staff will not
answer questions.
Jereny, if you would please read your

st at enent .
EDDY: On March 7th, 2024, katie Construction, LLC,
subnmitted an application to nodify the existing

m ne operating permt for 3 over Road Mne in
Jasper County. The application requests to add
106 acres to the permtted area. The reclamation
plan will remain unchanged; the site will be
reclaimed to ponds with grass banks. However, the
application does include an updated recl amation

schedul e to include the new area.

16 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Thank you, Jereny. W wll now

hear fromthose of you who indicated on the sign-in
sheet that you would |like to nmake a conment. |f
you are unable to conplete your coments within the
three-mnute allotted tinme, you may submt themin
witing through the end of the public coment
peri od on October 2nd, 2026. Wen | call on you,

pl ease clearly state and spell your nane for the
court reporter. Please cone down to the m crophone

as wel | .
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Henry Torres?

2 AUDI ENCE MEMBER He had to | eave.

3  AUDI ENCE MEMBER  He's not here.

4 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Not here? David Sesler?

5 MR. SESLER Mght -- at the end.

6 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Heyward and Li nna Pi nckney?
7 MS. PI NCKNEY: Yes.

8 MR. PINCKNEY: We'll be sending ours in a -- in a

letter.

10 M5. PINCKNEY: A witten letter.

11 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER. Sendi ng -- okay. Cathy de

Cour cy?

13 M5. DECOURCY: M nane is Cathy, C-a-t-h-y, de Courcy,

d-e Go-u-r-c-y. I'ma resident of 782 Tickton
Hal | Road, Ri dgeland, South Carolina.

My comrents and concerns are the anmount of
fresh water that's going to be discharged back into
the tributaries. W live in a tidal area that has
bracki sh water in a conbination of salt and fresh
wat er, which could cause ecol ogical issues within
those. Also, a -- a hundred-foot buffer easenent
for the power lines and a 50-foot buffer easenent
for the mning permt, since there is a
nei ghbor hood call ed Gaham Hall there, | would Iike

to see a hundred-foot buffer for those residents.
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1 | think that was it.
2 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Carmen Mal phr us.
3 AUDI ENCE MEMBER: She left.
4 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Ckay.
5 AUD ENCE MEMBER Ch, no. Carnen.
6 M5. MALPHRUS: |I'mright here. I1'mthinking if | should
7 - -
8 AUDI ENCE MEMBER: CGo ahead.
9 M5. MALPHRUS: -- wite a letter.
10 AUDI ENCE MEMBER: (| naudi bl e).
11 MR. EDDY: You can do both, ma'am You can speak and
12 wite a letter, if you don't get everything you
13 want to say out.
14 M5. MALPHRUS: | kind of said what | needed --
15 AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Say it again.
16 M5. MALPHRUS: -- to say earlier.
17 AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Say it again.
18 M5. MALPHRUS: M nane is Carnen Mal phrus, Ca-r-me-n,
19 M a-|-p-h-r-u-s.
20 VWell, | spoke earlier, that, you know, it's
21 really -- it's just really very frustrating to be a
22 resident and a citizen and sonebody who was born
23 and raised in Jasper County to have to constantly
24 be battling, you know, requests for the rape of our
25 | and. And, you know, like |I asked the question
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earlier -- | nmean, so, you know, these people can
ask to have another 30 feet dug down? And | nean,
the -- environmentally, it's just -- it's
outrageous. But quality of life for those of us
who |ive here -- | nmean, | -- | told you I live at
the end of the road here on the corner, and you
know, it's alot with the |log trucks and the dunp
trucks and the, you know, people speeding. And you
know, | used to be a runner. | used to go running
on that road, and | nean -- | nean, it's dangerous.
It's dangerous, you know?

| grew up here. | grew up -- ny daddy grew up
on that corner. W had chickens and donkeys and
garden vegetables. And | nean, literally, it's
just falling down around -- | nean, it's just --
and I know 1-95 is being w dened, and | know
there's a | ot of devel opment going on here. New
York Times wote an article about we're the fastest
grow ng county in the country. Just take, take,
t ake, you know?

| know you guys are going to approve this. |
mean, it's not close to a state park or a school.
It's just us regular residents and citizens who
grew up here. That's all | have to say. Breaks ny

heart.
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1 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Ryan Lyl e?
2  AUDI ENCE MEMBER | guess Ryan left.
3 AUDI ENCE MEMBER:  No.
4 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Nanci Pol k Weckhorst? Bob
5 Crim an?
6 MR CRIM AN Yes.
7 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: |s that C? Huh?
8 MR CRIMAN Robert Criman, Ro-b-e-r-t,
9 Cr-i-mi-a-n. |'mhere on behalf of the Coastal
10 Conservation League based here in Beaufort.
11 First, | know that your jobs are bound by the
12 law, hence why | really think it's inportant for us
13 to eventually start tal king about updating the M ne
14 Act fromthe '70s. Additionally, the anount of
15 freshwater input -- again, one mne nmay not be a
16 bi g deal, but as sonebody said earlier, there are
17 15, potentially nmore, mnes in Jasper County, al
18 enptying into the Savannah Ri ver or Port Royal
19 Sound, and freshwater is a pollutant to this area
20 because of our uni que geography with the sound and
21 the ocean right there.
22 Additionally, | think, |ooking at the
23 cunmul ative inpacts of all these m nes and how cl ose
24 they are to each other on the environnent, which
25 | "' m encouraged to hear that the NPDES program wil |
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1 be | ooking into that on Hazzard Creek and ot her
2 ar eas.
3 But, again, thank you for what you do serving
4 the state. | knowit's not an easy job, but
5 pl ease, let's think about updating our |aws so that
6 way you have nore flexibility. Thank you very
7 much.
8 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Kay Horton (phonetic)? Ckay.
9 Al right. And that is everyone who signed up to
10 comment. |f anyone else would Iike to make a
11 comment, please raise your hand. Cone on down and
12 state and spell your nane for the court reporter,
13 pl ease.

14 MR. SESLER:. Good evening. M nane is David Sesler.

15 David, D-a-v-i-d, Sesler, S-e-s-l-e-r.

16 | " m speaki ng on behal f of the Keep Chel sea

17 Rural organization. |'ma steering conmttee

18 nmenber, whose -- our mission is to protect Jasper
19 County's history, culture, and ecosystem W want
20 to approach the -- these mnes realistically. This
21 property, these two that have had hearings today --
22 as of today, are within the town of Ri dgel and and
23 within the Genesis PDD, where substanti al

24 residential devel opnment has | ong been contenpl at ed.
25 Several thousand honmes across a | arger devel opnent
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1 have been planned. So from our perspective, this
2 is not sinply a choice between m ning and
3 preserving untouched land. |If mning does not
4 occur, then the devel opnent could ultinmately have
5 an even greater inpact through thousands of hones,
6 roads, utilities, and other infrastructure.

7 But we do have concerns. There are already

8 mul tiple mning operations; it's been nentioned.

9 We are asking DES to | ook not only at the inpact of
10 this individual mne, but at the cunmul ative effect
11 of these m ne operations on groundwater and
12 nei ghboring wel | s.

13 We al so believe there is an opportunity here.
14 The conservation | andscape around these mnes is
15 changi ng dramatically. W now have approxi mately
16 2700 hones in the new Chel sea State -- sorry --

17 2700 acres in the new Chel sea State Forest, al ong
18 wi th anot her 212 acres recently acquired by The
19 Nat ure Conservancy in the Rabbit Celand --

20 i ncluding the Rabbit C eland Road area. What if we
21 started thinking now about how the mne could

22 eventual |y conpl enment those protected | ands?

23 Mning will create | akes. Rather than sinply

24 | eavi ng behind deep pits filled with water,

25 reclamation plans could intentionally create
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1 i sl ands, shallow water areas, wetlands, native
2 vegetation, and protected shorelines. Those areas
3 could provide habitat for birds and other wildlife
4 and, perhaps, even becone a rookery habitat.
5 This isn't an unrealistic idea. Fornmer mning
6 properties el sewhere in the country have been
7 successfully transforned into conservation areas,
8 wildlife habitat, and public recreation |lands. And
9 portions of this property could potentially be
10 permmanent|ly protected through conservation
11 easenents, while conpatible devel opnment remains
12 el sewhere within the Genesis PDD. There may even
13 be opportunities to involve Jasper County's
14 Greenbelt Program Beaufort County's G een Space
15 Program the Open Land Trust, The Nature
16 Conservancy, and ot her conservation partners.
17 That's why we're asking DES, the applicant,
18 and the Town of Ridgeland for our conservation
19 organi zations to begin that conversation now, not
20 20 years from now when the mne is finished.
21 Mning will change the |and; devel opnment coul d
22 change it even nore permanently. But there is a
23 third possibility -- allow -- allow responsible
24 econom ¢ use of the property today while planning
25 now for what cones afterward -- clean water,
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1 reclainmed | akes, wildlife habitat, permanent
2 conservation, and conpatible future devel opnent.
3 Keep Chel sea Rural believes that is an opportunity
4 wort h pursuing. Thank you.
5 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER:  Wbul d anyone el se like to speak
6 tonight? Al right.
7 On behal f of SCDES, thank you for attending
8 and sharing your comrents. Al conments will be
9 reviewed and, if necessary, additional information
10 may be requested fromthe applicant. A decision to
11 approve or deny the permt wll then be issued. At
12 that tinme, a summary response to coments and the
13 final decision will be sent to everyone on the
14 mailing list and will be posted online. |If you
15 would i ke to receive this notice by certified
16 mai |, please submt that request in witing by
17 Oct ober 2nd, 2026, and know t hat Cctober 2nd, 2026,
18 is the end of the comment peri od.
19 So the tine is now 7:24 p.m, and this public
20 hearing i s adjourned.
21 (Wher eupon, the public hearing was
22 concluded at 7:24 p.m)
23 (*This transcript nmay contain quoted materi al
24 Such material is reproduced as read or quoted
25 by the speaker.)
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLI NA )
) CERTI FI CATE
COUNTY OF RICHLAND )

Be it known that Julie Taradash took the
f oregoi ng proceedi ng and hereby attests:

that 1 was then and there a notary public in and
for the State of South Carolina-at-large and that by
virtue thereof | was duly authorized to adm nister an
oat h;

that the deponent/w tness, if any, was first
duly sworn to testify to the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth, concerning the matter in
t he controversy aforesaid,;

that the foregoing transcript represents a true,
accurate, and conplete transcription of the testinony
so given at the tine and place aforesaid to the best
of nmy skill and ability;

that | amneither a relative nor an enpl oyee of
any of the parties hereto, nor of any attorney or
counsel enployed by the parties hereto, nor
interested in the outcone of this action;

that, if a recording of an event was supplied by
anot her party for purposes of transcription and |I was
not present during that event, the foregoing pages
were transcribed to the best of ny skill and ability;
additionally, any identifications of speakers were
provided to ne by the party supplying the recording;

that, in the event of a nonappearance by the
wi tness, the foregoing details for the nonappearance
are accurate.

In witness thereof, | have hereunto affixed ny .
signature and title. \
| |lI
Iy . 7k /
Ly _%mﬁ{_,ﬂ&/ﬁ/
Jul i e Taradash

Dat e: 9/ 24/ 2026

Notary public for South Carolina

My commi ssion expires March 27, 2035

*Unl ess otherwi se noted, this notary public

adm nistered the oath. Please refer to the
transcript for any exceptions.

**For details on reading and signing, please refer to
the transcript.
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