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1 PROCEEDI NGS

2 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: (Good evening. The tinme is now

3 7:03 p.m on Thursday, OCctober 1st, 2026, and this

4 public hearing wll now begin.

5 This hearing is being held by the South

6 Carol i na Departnment of Environnmental Services to

7 recei ve coments on the application submtted by

8 Hiers Pine Level, LLC, for a permt to mne sand

9 and clay at a site |ocated on Pine Level Church

10 Road i n Jasper County, approxinmately 2.2 mles

11 nort hwest of Grays, South Carolina.

12 As a formal proceeding, the purpose of this

13 hearing is to report oral comments for the official
14 record. SCDES staff will not respond to questions
15 or comments during the hearing. M nane is

16 Cat herine Sawyer, and I will serve as your hearing
17 of ficer.

18 Before we begin, a few rem nders: Pl ease

19 silence cell phones and el ectronic devices. |f you
20 have not done so already, please sign up out front
21 at the table so we have a record of who attended

22 toni ght, and we can notify you of future updates.
23 SCDES' s permtting process requires applicants
24 to denonstrate that their proposed operations can
25 neet all state and federal environnental
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1 regulations. Qur role is to review applications,

2 and, if appropriate, issue and enforce permts that

3 protect human health and the environnent. Your

4 role is to provide comrents for consideration

5 Wi | e decisions are not based on a vote or the

6 nunber of simlar conments, your input may

7 i nfluence whether or not a permt is issued or, if

8 i ssued, the ternms and conditions witten into it.

9 W will now outline tonight's process. First,
10 Jereny Eddy will read a brief statenent about the
11 proposed mne. After that, | wll call on those
12 who indicated on the sign-in sheet they wish to
13 speak. If you choose not to comment when call ed,
14 you may decline. After all l|isted speakers have
15 cormented, | will ask if anyone el se wishes to
16 speak. Once all comrents are received, | wll give
17 cl osing remarks and adj ourn the heari ng.

18 To ensure fairness and efficiency, please

19 foll ow these guidelines: Your coments shoul d not
20 go over five mnutes. |If you' re not able to get
21 your coment on the record in that anmount of tine,
22 there are other ways to comrent; we can repost it
23 again. Also, please be respectful towards anyone
24 speaki ng here tonight, and do not interrupt or ask
25 ot her participants to respond to your conments.
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7 MR. EDDY: On April 3rd, 2026, Hiers Pine Level, LLC,

15 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: That's all right. W wll now

25 MR. MCCLURE: If | turn this --

Shoul d any comments or actions begin to nove away
fromthe intent of the hearing, | may ask the
speaker to limt their statenents and be seated.
As a rem nder, we wll not be answering questions
during this hearing.

Jereny, would you pl ease read your statenent?

subnmitted an application for a mne operating
permt in Jasper County. The application requests
to permt 86.1 acres; 60.7 acres is proposed to be
affected by mning, while 25.4 acres will remain
undi sturbed as buffer. The reclamation plan
purposes to reclaimthe site to a pond with grass

banks.

hear fromthose of you who indicated on the sign-in
sheet that you wish to speak. |If you're unable to
conpl ete your conments within the five-mnute
allotted tine, you may still submt themin witing
t hrough the end of the public conment period on

Cct ober 16th, 2026. Wien | call on you, please
come down front to the m crophone and clearly state
and spell your nanme for the court reporter.

Grant McC ure.
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1 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER:  You can turn around and speak
2 with them or you can speak to us, either way.
3 MR. MCCLURE: Sorry. Hello, nmy nane is Gant MC ure.
4 | amthe South Coast Ofice Director with the
5 Coastal Conservation League, which is a 501(c)(3)
6 nonprofit environnmental advocacy organi zation. And
7 we are currently involved in the zoni ng appeal.
8 | " mrepresenting several |andowners in the area who
9 are concerned about inpacts to the environnent and
10 their -- their quality of |life fromthe sand m ne
11 that will be operating for up to 20 years, no doubt
12 producing quite a bit of truck traffic, you know.
13 | understand that's outside the purview of this
14 agency; however, it is a concern.
15 And additionally, | think we're concerned
16 about potential inpacts to wildlife. It was
17 menti oned that, you know, wildlife is often seen on
18 these sites. However, | did notice in the -- in
19 the reports that Northern Long-Eared Bat and Tri -
20 Col ored Bat are potentially in the area, and those
21 are federally protected species. And so concerns
22 about inpacts to those. And | believe it was
23 recomrended that tinbering be avoi ded during
24 certain nonths of the year. So we want to ensure
25 that that is actually taking pl ace.
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1 And, additionally, | noticed in the -- the
2 docunents that there's a cenetery, and | think it's
3 called Phillips Burke Cenetery. And so just
4 concerns about how they're going to mtigate the
5 inpacts to that cenetery, you know. | think those
6 are kind of sacred spaces, and you can imagi ne
7 that, you know, mning could be destructive. And
8 so, you know, how will those folks visiting their
9 | oved ones be inpacted by this m ne?
10 And | also just wanted to nention that it does
11 feel alittle bit |Iike Goundhog Day because
12 there's been three of these hearings on sand m nes
13 in Jasper County recently. You know, of course,
14 the two d over Mnes, now the Heritage Mne. | saw
15 recently the Deerfield Mne is | ooking to expand,
16 and they will actually be inpacting wetlands
17 directly. Additionally, we had the Mnroe Tract
18 M ne down in Levy last spring. And additionally, |
19 bel i eve there was anot her one cl ose al ong Frontage
20 Road, recently.
21 And so, you know, how many nore mnes are we
22 going to allow in Jasper County? At what point
23 does the county beconme, you know, a giant crater,
24 you know? It's -- it's concerning, the -- the rate
25 at which these are popping up. You know, |'ve been
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1 at the Conservation League for about five years now
2 and cannot recall this frequency of m ning taking
3 place. And so it is a concern.

4 You know, while there may not be inpacts to
5 wetl ands directly on-site, we know that a | ot of
6 this fill material does inpact wetlands off-site,
7 right? And so we're seeing so nuch residenti al
8 devel opnment in places like Hardeeville and very
9 | ow-1ying areas where it doesn't nmake sense to
10 build, and that's where | think a lot of this sand
11 is going, whichit's -- it's concerning.
12 And, additionally, you know, we hear that,
13 "Ch, we need this. W need this sand to build. W
14 need it for progress. "t's -- it's -- it's so
15 critical that we have this sand.” And, yes, we
16 probably do need sand, but do we need all of it?
17 Has there been any kind of analysis to deternine
18 how much the market really needs?
19 The other thing that's frustrating is that
20 these mnes seemto expand forever in perpetuity,
21 and they're al nost kind of pieceneal ed al ong.
22 And lastly, | just want to say, you know, is
23 it perhaps putting the cart before the horse to,
24 you know, permt the -- the mne when this
25 litigation is still ongoing regarding the zoning?
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1 And just kind of encourage the agency to work
2 towards neani ngful reforms to the Mning Act. And,
3 you know, | think we need it, especially in the
4 coastal counties that are such a special place.
5 You know, we have so many uni que resources, and |'m
6 aware that the CCC programis -- is working to
7 protect them But at the sanme tine, it's -- it's
8 j ust concerning how many of these things are
9 popping up. And we can't look at it in a vacuum
10 we've got to assess the cunul ative inpacts.
11 | heard that -- that mning, the other day, is
12 going to discharge up to 200,000 gallons of water a
13 day. You can inmagine there's like sonmething |ike
14 14 or 15 active mnes in this county. How much
15 curmul ati ve groundwater are they all using? Has
16 anyone done that math? 1'd be curious to know.
17 And additionally -- I'"'m-- I'msorry. |'m
18 ranbling here a little bit. But -- yeah, | just
19 appreci ate your tine, and, yeah, well, hopefully,
20 you'll take these into consideration while you're
21 evaluating the permt. And if you could please
22 notify nme of any decision, that would be great.
23 Thank you.
24 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Thank you. Next, we have
25 Donna.
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1 M5. MCIVER  Mclver?

2 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: There's no | ast nane.

3 M5. MCIVER  GCh. Uh-oh.

4 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Donna Mclver. That's fine.
5 M5. MCIVER  Sorry.

6 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: That's all right.

7 MR. EDDY: Spell that.

8 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: Cone on down and say and spel

10 M5. MCIVER  Ckay. Donna Mclver. And it's Mc capita

your |ast nane for ne, please.

-l-v, as in "Victor," -e-r. And | live at 3164
Heritage Road, and |I'm approximately one mle from
the proposed Hiers Heritage sand mne. | strongly
oppose the mning permt for the Hers, LLC, Sand
M ne on Pine Level Church Road. The Applicant nust
show adequat e neasures to prevent pollution,
erosion, infiltration, during this mning process.
This mning process, transportation of sand will
generate significant anounts of fine airborne
particulate matter, including silica dust. Wth
the persistent -- persistent coastal w nds, these
m croscopic particles then will inevitably flow

i nt o nearby nei ghboring properties, adversely
affecting the health of local famlies and ani mal s,

not to nention the area wildlife. Once airborne,
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1 these particles -- these mnute particles drift
2 easily into the air current and are suspended in
3 the air for long periods of tine. Breathing of
4 this silica dust seens extrenely dangerous because
5 of the m croscopic particles that travel deep into
6 the lungs and causi ng permanent and irreversible
7 scarring, resulting in lung cancer, COPD, and
8 ki dney di sease. Sinply watering down a truckl oad
9 every three mnutes -- which that was what we
10 calcul ate, every three mnutes they're going to
11 have to either water down the truck or water down
12 the road to prevent these m croscopic dusts from
13 spreading. | don't think it's quite going to take
14 -- it's -- it's going to do it.
15 So the sand mining increases the risk of these
16 pol lutants, such as fuel, oil, and heavy netal s
17 entering the water table. According to the U S.
18 Ceol ogi cal Survey, sedinent |latent run-off from
19 m nes degrades water quality and harns the
20 ecosystem f or decades.
21 Al so, one other topic that we -- that hasn't
22 been nentioned is the Gopher tortoise, which
23 think they're having Gopher Days real soon. So we
24 m ght need to change the nanme if we continue to
25 have the sand m nes, as Gant was referring to al
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1 of these sand mnes. W m ght need to change the
2 name of the Gopher -- oh, shoot, | just lost ny
3 train of thought -- Gopher Days or whatever it is.
4 The CGopher tortoise is -- this is a area in Gays
5 where the Gopher tortoise is -- makes its hone.
6 And the Lowcountry provides a rare pocket of
7 pristine habitat for the Gopher tortoise, which
8 al so his burrows provide shelter for over 350
9 species. Sand mning wll negatively affect the
10 habitat for this endangered reptile. Once this
11 land is damaged and altered, it is rarely
12 recover ed.
13 So, please, reconsider. And |I'msure you do,
14 and we appreciate all that you do, but if you
15 woul d, pl ease, think about the aninmals that do not
16 have a voi ce.
17 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Thank you. Next is Paul Moran?
18 Al right. Nanci Pol k-Wckhorst?
19 M5. POLK WHI TE HORSE: Good evening. |'m Nanci Pol k-
20 Weckhorst. That's Nanci, Na-n-c-i, P-o-I-k, dash
21 We-c-k-h-o0-r-s-t. That's Norwegian. |I'mfromthe
22 Polk famly fromlreland. | live at 2018 Heritage
23 Road, H ghway 3, in Gays, South Carolina. I'ma
24 | ocal resident, |andowner, and concerned citizen
25 that lives directly across fromH ghway 3, within
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1 1,000 feet of the proposed area sand mne site.
2 And ny well is approximately 800 feet fromthe
3 site. | urge South Carolina DES to pl ease deny
4 this Permt Application 1-002464, submtted by
5 H ers Pine Level, LLC, based on the severe
6 envi ronnmental , ecological, and health risks it
7 presents to our rural comunity.
8 Sone of these critical concerns are: One, the
9 treat -- it treats the groundwater table -- it
10 threatens the groundwater table -- I"msorry -- and
11 private drinking wells. The sandhill region
12 consi sts highly of perneable soil that serves as a
13 natural filter for our shallow, unconfined
14 aquifers. Excavation up to -- of up to 58 acres of
15 open pit risks breaching the water table, exposing
16 our primary drinking water sources directly to
17 i ndustrial contam nations and surface runoff.
18 Furthernore, the active dewatering of m ne
19 pits threatens to draw down the water table,
20 potentially running nearby residential wells dry or
21 spoiling themw th sedi nent and drying out the
22 wetlands. | nean, this year is the first tine in
23 25 years that ny pond has been as low -- that |'ve
24 never seen it this |low due to the drought. And
25 t hen we have hundreds of people in the area --
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1 farms in the area whose wells have gone dry this
2 sunmer .
3 Okay. Number two, surface water pollution and
4 habitat filtration. Stormmater runoff from
5 stripped, unvegetated sand hills will inevitably
6 carry massive | oads of sedinent/silt into | ocal
7 wet | ands and Cypress Creek Swanp system This
8 increased turbidity will choke native aquatic
9 vegetations, clog fish's gills, and disrupt
10 delicate | ocal ecosystens, and possibly, all the
11 way to the Coosawhatchie River.
12 Nunber three, risk of stagnant, toxic,
13 recl amati on ponds. The devel opers' proposed
14 reclamation plan to convert the open pits into
15 per manent | akes pose little -- |ong-term ecol ogi cal
16 damages and dangers. Wthout a natural, flow ng
17 wat er source, these artificial pits are highly
18 susceptible to trapping agricultural fertilizer
19 runof f from neighboring lands. And this creates a
20 perfect environnment for harnful algal bloons and
21 the cyanotoxins that -- turning the site into a
22 per manent poi sonous hazard for local wldlife,
23 mgratory waterfow, and terrestrial animals, pets,
24 and humans. Cyanotoxins -- cyanotoxins are caused
25 by bl ue-green al gae bl oons in ponds, |akes, and
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1 rivers, and they're very toxic.
2 Nunber four, air quality and crystalline
3 silica dust exposure. The mning and transport of
4 sand will generally generate significant amunts of
5 airborne, fine particulate matter, including silica
6 dust, posing chronic respiratory health probl ens
7 for famlies, animals, such as the RCS, which is
8 respiratory crystalline silica -- silicosis and
9 lung -- lung cancer. Water trucks mainly just

10 suppress the heavy dust particles only.

11 In conclusion, we're tired of seeing rural --
12 rural comunities disrupted by a commerci al

13 i ndustry for one man's gain. This fight is about
14 preserving a way of |ife and about protecting our
15 health and wel | -being. W cannot allow a project
16 t hat conprom ses the very air that we breathe and
17 the ground and drinking water. So protect our

18 wat er, protect our lungs, and no sand mne in

19 Grays, please. Thank you.

20 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Next is Trina Cournoyer.

21 M5. COURNOYER: That's good. 1'Il take it.

22 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Ckay.

23 M5. COURNOYER: My nane is Trina Cournoyer

24 C-o0-u-r-n-o-y-e-r. | live at 9064 Browning Gate

25 Road, which is approximately a mle and a half from
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1 the site, also in Varnville. Again, | feel |ike
2 t he public has been msled fromthe beginning. |I'm
3 going to say it that it started off at five and
4 ended up at twenty. And it started off as a
5 smal l er project, ended up as a larger one. If we
6 can't keep our word now, what's going to happen in
7 the future?
8 And I"'mstill worried about the aninmals and
9 the quality of life. W hunt. W -- this is our
10 way of life. W eat the birds. W eat the fish.
11 W eat the -- the -- the deer. Wat's going to
12 happen, you know, when these aninmals starve because
13 the dust is -- and it's a fact -- it's been a known
14 fact that, once they start it, it lands on the
15 | eaves, and the vegetation, the grass -- it -- it
16 suppresses their eating habits, and they starve.
17 And t hen, eventually, we starve, because that's
18 what we live on here. This is our way of life.
19 | just don't know why we keep letting the
20 snakes shed their skins while we pay the price, and
21 that's what's happeni ng over and over and over.
22 And | think that if Jasper -- Jasper County
23 continues in this direction, they need to change
24 their flag. No nore wildlife onit. Put
25 excavators and bul | dozers on it, and that's how I

Southern Reporting, Inc.
depos@souther nreporting.net | www.souther nreporting.net



Public Hearing Page 17

HiersPineLevel, LLC - Heritage Mine 10/1/2026
1 feel.
2 This is not -- this is not about the people.
3 It -- it's becom ng nore about the elites. Because
4 we're tal king about the water; we're tal king about
5 sand mnes. W also have data centers now that are
6 com ng into our area that have been sucking the
7 wat er out of our areas. These in conbination are
8 going to be nore harnful. Nobody knows what's
9 going to happen in the future. | nean -- | nean,
10 we're at -- we're at a nercy right now, begging for
11 our lives. That's all | have to say.

12 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: Do we have Chris Junior? He
13 left? How about John Hol | oway?

14 MR. HOLLOWMWAY: Good evening. M nane's John Hol | oway,

15 J-0-h-n, Ho-l-l-0-wa-y. Thank you for this

16 opportunity to comrent on this activity. |

17 appreci ate the SCDES personnel and their tine

18 arranging this nmeeting and hearing and take the

19 time to thoughtfully consider our comrents and

20 objections to this activity. As a concerned

21 resident of this county, long-term South Carolina

22 state resident, | respectfully requests that SCDES
23 deny this mning activity permt for this property
24 or any other property in this rural area of Jasper
25 County.
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1 So | reside -- | reside at 3605 Rivers Hil
2 Road, which is about 25 mles away fromthe site.
3 " m enpl oyed by the US Marine Corps on Paris Island
4 as wldlife biologist and its resource nmanager.
5 Been working in this arena for about 41 years. And
6 so, after due diligence and research and many
7 property searches, | purchased the property on --
8 on Rivers HIll Road in Gays, 2019, as ny prinmary
9 residence. So we noved to Grays because of its
10 privacy, quiet solitude, and we enjoy the rural
11 | andscape, the wildlife, and the unmatched beauty
12 of rural Jasper County. W chose rural Jasper
13 County because of the natural beauty, quiet roads,
14 less traffic noise than in the nore devel oped areas
15 of Beaufort County. This appealed to our sense of
16 pl ace and a desire to live where nature still
17 exi sts. And we chose Grays because of its rural
18 nat ure.
19 We believe this proposed sand mne is about to
20 change all that. The threat of trenendous anount
21 -- amounts of long-term heavy truck -- truck
22 traffic -- | realize that's not part of your
23 purview here, but if you permit this mne, it wll
24 be somet hing we have to live with for 10 to 20
25 years. W don't -- we don't want that. Along with
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1 the noise, activity, wildlife death/disruption
2 dust, damaged roads, and threats to safety,
3 wel fare, and degradation of the environnent and
4 quality of life for ne and ny famly.
5 Thi s proposed sand mine will directly and
6 adversely inpact nme, ny famly, ny property, ny
7 nei ghbors, and the comunity in several ways. The
8 mne built will be to increased traffic, noise,
9 ot her disruptions to the area's rural -- or rural
10 character. Cearcutting of the pine forest wll
11 adversely inpact wildlife and the natural resources
12 that make Grays so unique. The wetlands on this
13 site -- not only the site that they're digging the
14 m ne, but adjacent to the site, property owners --
15 adj acent property owners and this particul ar 265-
16 acre property will be inpacted. Witer wells nmay be
17 i mpacted. Pollution fromthe sand m ne, including
18 exhaust funes and silica dust will adversely inpact
19 air quality. This activity will also |ead to wear
20 and tear on roadways, up to 75 or nore trucks in
21 and out weekdays, from6 a.m to 4 p.m And,
22 again, | know that's not your purview, but we have
23 tolive with that if it's permtted.
24 And the -- so | guess as part of this permt
25 application there was a devel opnment agreenent
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1 t hrough Jasper County where there's sone
2 conflicting information. They were allow ng 60
3 feet depths; you're allowing 30 feet depths. Who's
4 going to nmonitor that to nake sure it stays at 30
5 feet and not 60? Do the county regulations or the
6 county devel opnent agreenent -- do they -- wll
7 they be allowed to -- to proceed with whatever's
8 allowed in that devel opnent. W hope not. It's
9 going to be even worse.
10 The mne will destroy the general peaceful ness
11 and tranquility of Gays. And, finally, the sand
12 mne wll operate for the next 10 to 20 years.
13 Agai n, the devel opnment agreenment |ists 20 years
14 potential mning land -- we don't want that --
15 which will further degrade the tranquil, rural
16 character of Jasper County.
17 And in reviewing the -- the operating permt
18 for this new mne and the attachnments that were
19 subm tted, nunerous inconsistencies were noted, and
20 pertinent information in the surveys were |eft out.
21 And |I've listed -- |'ve got about two pages of
22 stuff here I'mgoing to |l eave -- | eave with you.
23 |"mnot going to go through it tonight. But it's
24 -- will part of the record, right? Gkay. Then
25 that's all I -- all | have.
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9 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER:  Thank you. Jeff Hiers, would

11 MR. H ERS: Unh-unh.

12 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER:  Decl i ne? Donna Ceral d?
13 M5. CGERALD: No thank you.

14  HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER:. Al right. Ryan Lyle?
15 MR LYLE: No coment.

16 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: d enn R vers?

17 MR. RIVERS: Yes, |'ll speak

18 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Cone on to the m crophone,

20 MR RIVERS. M nane is Aenn Rivers. That's Gl-e-n-n

But, | guess, in closing, just thank you for
your tinme and considering our comments and
objections to this, and based on -- on the public
that |live here and the community concerns for the
i mpacts of this activity on community health and
envi ronnment and based on Applicant's
i nconsi stenci es, please do not approve this

request. Thank you.

you |like to speak?

pl ease.

Ri-v-e-r-s. | live at 13586 Grays Hi ghway, Early
Branch, South Carolina. 1'd like to speak on the
crescendo effect of having this m ne happen and
rural preservations of Jasper County. Once you

allow this to happen, you've opened the fl oodgates
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1 for whatever else. This is not sonmething that's
2 going to benefit anybody in the nei ghborhood except
3 for M. Hers, maybe his |l awers and his rea
4 estate agent. But otherwise, it's not going to
5 benefit us. W don't -- we don't want it. That's
6 why we're here; we don't want it. W have a way of
7 Iife and have one of the nost pristine areas |eft
8 in Jasper County, and this is the -- unpopping the
9 cork to -- to, you know, turning it into the swanps
10 of Hardeeville, which have a mllion houses put in
11 it.
12 And, you know, you're not going from-- you're
13 going fromrural preservation all the way to
14 industrial. W' re not taking any steps in between
15 for, like, housing or anything. W' re going from
16 nothing to wide open. And it just seens wong for
17 our area. |, nyself -- ny property doesn't touch
18 the -- the sand line, but every grain of sand --
19 every truck that goes in to pick up a grain of sand
20 and when it returns back is going to pass ny house.
21 My house is a house that was built by ny
22 grandfather, and | am probably 60 feet off the
23 hi ghway, so you can inmagi ne the vibration, dust,
24 fumes that are going to cone off of every truck
25 And if you follow these trucks down the road,
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1 sand's just blowi ng off of themas they go down;
2 there's nothing -- you know, by the tinme it gets to
3 nmy house whatever water you put on it at the m ne
4 is gone, and it's going to be just blow ng sand.
5 So for the health reasons, the environnmenta
6 reasons, and just the, you know, continuity of
7 rural Jasper County, this is a bad thing, and |
8 certainly hope that you do not allow it to happen.
9 Thank you.

15

16

17

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER:  Thank you, sir. Tom Johnson?
11 MR JOHNSON: No -- no comment.

12  HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Cathy de Courcy?

13 M5. DE COURCY: Decline.

14 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Al right. David Sesler?

18 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Seei ng no additional speakers,

Decline? Al right. That concludes everyone who
signed up to coment tonight. |If anyone el se

wi shes to speak, please raise your hand.

the coment portion of this hearing is now cl osed.
On behal f of SCDES, thank you for attending
and sharing your comments. All comments will be
reviewed, and if necessary, additional information
may be requested fromthe Applicant. A decision to
approve or deny the permit will then be issued. At

that time, a summary response to coments and the
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

final decision will be sent to everyone on the
mailing list and will be posted online. |If you
would i ke to receive this notice by certified
mai |, please submt that request in witing by
Oct ober 16th, 2026. The tine is now 7:32 p.m and
this public hearing is adjourned.

(Wher eupon, the public hearing was

concluded at 7:32 p.m)

(*This transcript nmay contain quoted material.

Such material is reproduced as read or quoted

by the speaker.)
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLI NA )
) CERTI FI CATE
COUNTY OF RICHLAND )

Be it known that Julie Taradash took the
f oregoi ng proceedi ng and hereby attests:

that 1 was then and there a notary public in and
for the State of South Carolina-at-large and that by
virtue thereof | was duly authorized to adm nister an
oat h;

that the deponent/w tness, if any, was first
duly sworn to testify to the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth, concerning the matter in
t he controversy aforesaid,;

that the foregoing transcript represents a true,
accurate, and conplete transcription of the testinony
so given at the tine and place aforesaid to the best
of nmy skill and ability;

that | amneither a relative nor an enpl oyee of
any of the parties hereto, nor of any attorney or
counsel enployed by the parties hereto, nor
interested in the outcone of this action;

that, if a recording of an event was supplied by
anot her party for purposes of transcription and |I was
not present during that event, the foregoing pages
were transcribed to the best of ny skill and ability;
additionally, any identifications of speakers were
provided to ne by the party supplying the recording;

that, in the event of a nonappearance by the
wi tness, the foregoing details for the nonappearance
are accurate.

In witness thereof, | have hereunto affixed ny

signature and title. AN
. \
| |II
7 ﬁéé; L,M_/
!
§7£4L;;F§e -rgég réﬂ
Date: 10/16/2026

Notary public for South Carolina

My commi ssion expires March 27, 2035

*Unl ess otherwi se noted, this notary public

adm nistered the oath. Please refer to the
transcript for any exceptions.

**For details on reading and signing, please refer to
the transcript.
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