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PROCEEDI NGS

2 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: The tine is now 7:20 p.m, on

Thur sday, Septenber 18th, 2025, and this public
hearing will now begin. The public hearing is
bei ng held by the South Carolina Departnent of
Envi ronnment al Services, also known as SCDES, to
accept conments and supporting information on the
application submtted by Luck Stone Corporation to
mne gneiss at a site located on A d Post Road in
Cher okee County, approximtely one ml|e northeast
of Macedoni a, South Carolina.
As a formal proceeding, the purpose of this
hearing is to accept oral comments fromthe
audi ence and record themfor the official record.
Therefore, a SCDES staff will not be responding to
gquestions or conmments during the hearing. A
witten transcript will be prepared by the
certified court reporter, the transcript will serve
as the official record of this public hearing and
will be posted on the Departnent's web page when
avai l able. The web page address is
des. sc. gov/ |l uckst onecherokee, and it wll be
updated with information as it becones avail abl e.
Again, nmy nanme is Catherine Sawer, and | w |

serve as your hearing officer tonight. Thank you
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for taking the time to be here for this inportant
step in SCDES' s pernmitting process.

Before | go over how we will proceed, there
are a couple of itens that | would |like to address.
First, I would ask that you pl ease sil ence your
cell phones or other electronic devices so that
others are not disturbed during the hearing. Next,
if you have not already done so, | encourage each
of you to sign the attendance sheet |ocated at the
sign-in table so that we have a conplete record of
everyone here tonight. W' ve asked for your
mai ling or email address on the sign-in sheet so
that we know how to notify you of future
i nformati on regarding the proposed quarry.

The permitting process at SCDES begi ns when an
application is received for one or nore
environnental permts. During this process, an
appl i cant must show that its proposed operation can
comply with all applicable state and federa
regul ations. These regul ati ons have been witten
to ensure that human health and the environment are
protected. In addition to review ng the
application, the Departnent's role is to wite and,
if issued, enforce permts that neet the

requi rements and regul ati ons.
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You al so have a role in SCDES s pernmitting
process. That's what brings us here tonight, to
receive your comrents, formally, for the record.

Al t hough final permt decision cannot be nade based
on a vote or how many people say the sane thing,
your comments are inportant and may influence the
terms and conditions witten in the permt, if one
is issued. Comments and concerns given here
tonight, as well as those submitted in witing by
the end of the public conment period, are wel coned
and encour aged.

A presentation on the proposed mne and DES s
permtting process was provided by Col by Myers and
Ni ck Hoehn during the public neeting held at 6 p. m
This presentation will be nade avail able on our web

page before the end of the public comment peri od.

W' || now nove on to the order in which we
will proceed with this hearing. A brief statenent
about the proposed nmine will be read for the record

by Col by Myers, and an overview of the draft air
permit will be read by Nick Hoehn. | will then
begin the public comment portion of the evening by
calling on those of you who indicated on the
sign-in sheet that you would |ike to nake a

comment. |f you have decided that you no | onger
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wi sh to coment when you're called upon, you may
decline at that time. Once everyone has had a
chance to speak, I will ask if anyone else in
attendance would |like to nake a comment. After al
comments have been heard, |1'Il nake cl osing

remar ks, and the public hearing will be adjourned.

For everyone to have a fair and equa
opportunity to participate tonight and to ensure
that we proceed in a tinely and effective nmanner,
the follow ng four guidelines have been
established. No questions will be answered during
the public hearing. Your conments should not go
over three mnutes for individuals or five mnutes
for elected officials and those speaki ng on behal f
of an organi zed group. | wll remnd you if you do
not conclude your comments in that tine. |If you're
unable to present all of your comments within the
allotted tine, please renenber that you may submt
themto SCDES in witing by the close of the public
comment peri od.

Pl ease be respectful towards anyone speaking
here tonight. You each have a uni que, val ued
perspective. No one coment is considered nore
i nportant than another. And please don't interrupt

or ask other participants to respond to your
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comrents. Should any comments or actions begin to
nove away fromthe intent of this hearing, | may
ask the speaker to limt their statenents and be
seat ed.

Il will now call on Colby Myers to read a brief

st at enent about the m ne operating permt.

7 MR MYERS: On May 9th, 2025, Luck Stone Corporation

submitted a mne operating permt application to
m ne gnei ss in Cherokee County. The tota
permtted area is proposed to be 347.6 acres,

consi sting of 253.3 acres of affected area, 94.3
acres of buffer, and no future reserves. The

recl amati on plan proposes to reclaimthe site as a

pond or | ake and grassl ands.

15 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Now, we'll ask Ni ck Hoehn to

read a brief statement about the draft air permt.

17 MR HOEHN: Luck Stone Corporation-Luck Cherokee, has

applied to the Departnent for an air construction
permt to install and operate a new gnei ss
aggregate mne and processing plant. The draft
permt and draft statenment of basis has been
written, which outlines the proposed project and
applicable regulations. This permt will enable
the facility to construct and operate in conpliance

with federal and state air quality regul ations.
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The permt includes federally enforceable
facility-wide limts to remain bel ow the major
source thresholds for both Title V Operating Permt
and prevention of significant deterioration of
regulations. The limts are |less than 250 tons per
year of particulate matter em ssions and | ess than
100 tons per year of particulate matter em ssions

| ess than 10 m crons.

9 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: As we transition to the comment

portion of this public hearing, | would like to
reiterate that SCDES staff are here to listen to
your coments. Answers or responses to questions
will not be provided tonight. Al comments nade
during this hearing are being recorded. |If you're
unable to conplete your comments in the
three-mnute allotted tine, you may submt themin
witing through the end of the public coment
period on October 3rd, 2025.

W will now hear fromthose of you who
i ndicated on the sign-in sheet that you would |ike
to make a comment. You will be called upon in
random order. Please clearly state and spell your
name for the court reporter before you begin
speaking. And |I'mgoing to have you conme down and

use this mcrophone.
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So the first up is Dennis or

VMR, SENTELL

S-e-n-t-e-1-1.

community for seventy-two years. |

My name is Dennis Sentell

I"ve lived in that

Li nda Sentel |l ?

D-e-n-n-i-s

Macedoni a

stopping the rock quarry is going to | eave

Macedoni a or Cherokee County in the dust.

know what has been

prom sed fol ks or the county.

don't know how this quarry is going to inpact our

communi ty or county,

with air, water,

- for along tine.

peaceful little community to becone a noi se and
water and air pollution area. Thank you.
HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: All right. Next up is, Frannie
Stockwel I 7 Would you like to nmake a conment
toni ght ?
(No response.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: All right. Jeff Dugan? No?
(No response.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWYER:  Jul i a Hunphri es?
(No response.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Gai |l Hunmphri es?
(No response.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Terry Manni ng? GCkay. Pl ease,
state and spell your name for the court reporter.

and noi se.

ot her than having probl ens
W' ve |ived here for

And | just don't want our

don't think by

don't
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MR. MANNI NG For the record, nmy nane is Terry Manning,
T-e-r-r-y Ma-n-n-i-n-g. As a native of Gaffney,
South Carolina, and as a resident of the Macedoni a
Community, | am concerned about Luck Stone or
Luck Cherokee's conmitnent to maintain the beauty
of our community, the health and well-being of the
project's neighbors and their properties, and what
sonme have described as the inevitability of further
commerci al devel opnent in this area.

We are not resistant to all change. Change is
inevitable. What we are resistant to is change
that threatens what we have enjoyed, and commtted
to preserving for our famly, both now and in the
future.

Even a cursory review appears to show t hat
there have been sone issues with the application
process. These issues have raised questions, and
hope that the applicant, and state officials
understand how this has tainted the perception of
this entry into our area. |If they can be
addressed, | hope that they are addressed
adequately and with understandi ng that, when you
start off on the wong foot, it's hard to get back
on the right foot. Thank you

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: Next, |I'd like to call Emly
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Hol bert? No?
(No response.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Gayl e Wi te?
(No response.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Sl oan Sentel | ?
(No response.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: Ckay. Tinothy Daniel ?
(No response.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: All right. Lee Byers? No?
(No response.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: All right. Dave Hoover?
(No response.)
HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWVER: Angi e Peel er?
M5. PEELER. My nane is Angie Peeler, A-n-g-i-e
P-e-e-l-e-r, and I'mvery concerned about this, and
I'"m concerned for the quality of the water. |'m
concerned for the quality of our property. And if
somet hi ng goes wong, our property values just go
down, and who's going to fix that? |'mworried
that we've had this land forever, that was to be
passed from generation to generation, and it's
going to be spoiled. And |I'mworried about the
sound pollution. And that's all | have. Thank
you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWYER: Shawn Peel er ?
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(No response.)

2 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWYER: Lanese Peel er?

(No response.)

4 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWYER:  Kat hryn Kosl oski ?

5 M5. KOSLOSKI: M nane is Kathryn, K-a-t-h-r-y-n,

Kosl oski, K-o0-s-l-0-s-k-i, and |, again, represent
Luck Companies. As a hundred-year-old famly owned
and operated busi ness, we have an i mmense anpount of
respect for the level of history and pride that you
each take in your conmunity. W hope, if we have
the ability to join this comunity, to be active,
engaged, and transparent nenber of your bel oved
hones.

We acknowl edge that an application |ike ours
takes an i mmense anmount of trust, and we are
commtted to earning that trust on a daily basis,
fromthe time the permt is applied to our hopeful
joining of the comunity. And we hope to do that
by nmeeting not only the federal, state, and | ocal
regul atory expectations, but we hope to al so exceed
t hose expectations, as well as nost inportantly,
exceedi ng your expectations as our nei ghbors and
communi ty nmenbers.

| hope that if you |l eave here tonight with

addi ti onal questions, that you reach out to a
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1 menber of our team And |I'mhere to share ny
2 contact information with you. Again, ny nane is
3 Katy Kosl oski or Kathryn Kosloski. M phone nunber
4 is (804)400-2591. And ny email address is ny first
5 initial and | ast nane,
6 K- K-0-s-1-0-s-k-i @uckconpani es.com |'m happy to
7 cone down and sit and share nore information with
8 each of you or invite you to tour one of our active
9 operations here in South Carolina or across the
10 sout heast .
11 Thank you so nuch for your tine and your
12 f eedback, and thank you to DES for their thorough
13 consi deration of our application.

14 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWVER: That concl udes everyone who

15 signed up to nmake a comment. Pl ease raise your
16 hand if you've not had the opportunity to speak,
17 but would like to do so now Al right. It |ooks
18 like I'"ve called on everyone.

19 Whoops. Whoops. | didn't see you. Cone on
20 Conme on down and pl ease state and spell your nane
21 for the court reporter

22 M5. JONES: | didn't sign to speak. M nane is Mary
23 Knuckl es Jones. Ma-r-y K-n-u-c-k-l-e-s, Jones,
24 J-0-n-e-s. 1'mhere to speak on behal f of the

25 Macedoni a and Shady Grove comunities. And we
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are -- have been long residents of this comunity.
W were not -- or | was not made aware of this
initiative that has already taken hold, taken root.
| just happened to be readi ng the newspaper, maybe
a nonth or so ago, about these [sic] neeting --
about what was going on with the -- and there was
going to be a quarry in our neighborhood, and
just couldn't believe that.
I think about -- | don't know how many of you
are famliar with Linestone Quarry that was | ocated
at Linestone Col |l ege, thousands of niles deep,

filled with water, and took so many in drowni ngs

over the years. But | also want -- |'m concerned
about the noise. |'mconcerned about the
at nosphere. |I'mconcerned about this thing that

may or may not cone into our conmunity. But |
assune that once it's here, if it is here, and if
we have anything to say about it, it will be here
for 50 years. | see we can't ask questions, so |I'm
maki ng that statenent. |'mnot sure if that --
whether it's true or not, but apparently, once it's
here, it's here. W're stuck with the -- and
personally do not want this in our community. How
is it going -- | don't know howit's going to

profit Cherokee County. W'I|l have sone nore
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1 wal king trails, and some nore -- another |ake to

2 fish in. Wat -- I'd |like to know the provision,

3 and |1've tried to record all of those websites and
4 all those enmil addresses. | don't knowif it --

5 this may be a done deal, | don't know. But if it

6 is, I"'mvery sorry. Thank you

7 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: |s there anyone el se who woul d
8 like to make a comment tonight? GCkay. State and

9 spel |l your name for us, okay?

10 M5. HUMPHRIES: | sure will. M nane is Julia

11 Hunphries, J-u-l-i-a Hu-mp-h-r-i-e-s. | want to
12 say for our community and for Cherokee County, |

13 have the sane concerns that you guys do. | grew
14 up, froma baby, right next door to where this is
15 going to be. | do hope, as |I'm sure everyone

16 hopes, that this will be held to a standard j ust

17 i ke anything else is in our conmunity.

18 | work in healthcare, and you could not -- we
19 can't just let the place fall all to -- you know,
20 and have the accrediting bodies and conme in and
21 say, "Hold on a minute." You know? That's a |ot
22 of this checks and bal ances. That's why the -- |I'm
23 still going to call you "DHEC' is here. So | think
24 that what |'ve been taught is to place ny trust in
25 t hose agenci es and hope that they'll follow through

Southern Reporting, Inc.
depos@souther nreporting.net | 803.749.8100 | www.souther nreporting.net



Public Hearing

Luck Stone Corporation and Luck Cherokee Quarry

Page 16
9/18/2025

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

and do their due diligence for our conmunity.
| just -- | wanted to just say that, but | do
have the sane concerns, but | do believe that

they're going to uphold to those standards.

5 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: Wbul d anyone el se |ike to nmake

a comment ?

7 MS5. JONES: Can we nmke a second comment ?

8 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: I think we have tine for that,

yes, ma'am

10 M5. JONES: M husband says no.

11 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: (Ckay. Then since no ot her

attendees woul d like to speak, the coment portion
of tonight's public hearing is concluded. On
behal f of the South Carolina Departnent of
Environnmental Services, 1'd |ike to thank everyone
for com ng here tonight and giving us your
comments. Please note, once again, that witten
comments may be submitted to SCDES t hrough COct ober
3rd, 2025. Al witten comments received on or
before this date will be considered in SCDES' s
deci si on- maki ng process.

If you have questions about submtting witten
comrents after tonight, please see a staff nenber
before you | eave. SCDES' s Bureau of Land and Waste

Managenent will review and consider all conments
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recei ved and may request additional information
fromthe applicant if necessary. A decision wll
then be nade to approve or deny the mne permt
application and the mne operating permt.

Once a final decision is nmade, SCDES w ||
provi de a sunmmary response to all coments
received. The permt decision and sumrary response
will be provided to everyone who signed in here
tonight, as well as those who submitted conments
during the public comment period. The final permt
deci sion and sunmary response will also be posted
on the web page. You will receive notification of
SCDES's permt decision by standard U.S. mail or by
email. |If you wish to be notified of the fina
deci sion by certified mail instead, please nmake
your request known in witing no later than COctober
3rd of 2025. If you have questions or if you're
interested in discussing specific aspects of the
proposed m ne, please reach out to any of our staff
menbers. We will be happy to begin a conversation
wi th you.

On behal f of the South Carolina Departnent of
Envi ronnment al Services, thank you again for your
attendance and comments this evening. The tine is

now 7:42 p.m, and the public hearing is officially
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1 adj our ned.

2 (Whereupon the within hearing was

3 concluded at 7:42 p.m)

4 (*This transcript nmay contain quoted materi al
5 Such material is reproduced as read or quoted

6 by the speaker.)
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STATE OF SOUTH CARCLINA )
) CERTI FI CATE
COUNTY  OF RI CHLAND )

Be it known that Breanna Sharper took the
f oregoi ng proceedi ng and hereby attests:

that I was then and there a notary public in and
for the State of South Carolina-at-large and that by
virtue thereof | was duly authorized to adm nister an
oat h;

that the deponent/w tness, if any, was first
duly sworn to testify to the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth, concerning the matter in
t he controversy aforesaid;

that the foregoing transcript represents a true,
accurate, and conplete transcription of the testinony
so given at the tinme and place aforesaid to the best
of ny skill and ability;

that | amneither a relative nor an enpl oyee of
any of the parties hereto, nor of any attorney or
counsel enployed by the parties hereto, nor
interested in the outcone of this action;

that, if a recording of an event was supplied by
anot her party for purposes of transcription and | was
not present during that event, the foregoi ng pages
were transcribed to the best of ny skill and ability;
additionally, any identifications of speakers were
provided to me by the party supplying the recording;

that, in the event of a nonappearance by the
wi t ness, the foregoing details for the nonappearance
are accurate.

In witness thereof, | have hereunto affixed ny
signature and title.

Br eanna Shar per

Date: 10/ 06/ 2025

Notary public for South Carolina

My commi ssion expires Novenber 29, 2033
*Unl ess otherwi se noted, this notary public
adm ni stered the oath. Please refer to the
transcript for any exceptions.
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