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PROCEEDI NGS

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: (Good eveni ng once again. The

time is now 7 p.m on Thursday, My 1st, 2025, and
this public hearing will now begin. This public
hearing is being held by the South Carolina

Depart ment of Environmental Services, also known as
SCDES, to accept comments and supporting
information on the application submtted by Martin
Marietta Materials, Incorporated, to nodify their
permt to mne granite at a site | ocated on
Hawkfi el d Road in York County, approximately three
m | es southwest of Rock HilIl, South Carolina.

As a formal proceeding, the purpose of this
hearing is to accept oral comments fromthe
audi ence and record themfor the official record.
Therefore, SCDES staff will not be responding to
guestions or coments during the hearing.

A witten transcript will be prepared by the
certified court reporter. This transcript wll
serve as the official record of the public hearing
and will be posted on the Departnent's web page
when avail able. The web page address is
des. sc.gov/rockhillquarry, and it will be updated
with information as it beconmes avail abl e.

Again, ny name is Catherine Sawer, and | will
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serve as your hearing officer tonight. Thank you
for taking the tine to be here for this inportant
step in SCDES's permtting process. Before | go
over how we will proceed, there are a couple of
items | would like to address. First, | would ask
that you pl ease silence your cell phones or other

el ectroni c devices so that others are not disturbed
during this hearing. Next, if you have not already
done so, | encourage each of you to sign in at the
table located out front. W would like to have a
conplete record of everyone here tonight. W have
asked for your mailing or e-mail address on the
sign-in sheet to -- so that we know how to notify
you of future information regarding the proposed
quarry.

The permtting process at SCDES begi ns when an
application is received for one or nore
environnmental permts. During this process, an
appl i cant must show that its proposed operation can
conply with all applicable state and federal
regul ations. These regul ati ons have been witten
to ensure that human health and the environnent are
protected. 1In addition to review ng the
application, the Departnent's role is to wite and,

if issued, enforce permts that neet the
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1 requi renents of the regul ations.

2 You al so have a role in the SCDES s permtting

3 process. That's what brings us here tonight: to

4 recei ve your comments formally, for the record.

5 Al though a final permt decision cannot be nade

6 based on a vote or how many people say the sane

7 t hing, your comments are inportant and may

8 influence the terms and conditions witten in the

9 permt if one is issued. Comments and concerns

10 given here tonight as well as those submtted in

11 witing by the end of the public coment period are
12 wel conme and encour aged.

13 A presentation on the proposed m ne and

14 SCDES' s permtting process was provi ded by Col by

15 Myers during the public neeting held at 5:30. This
16 presentation will be rmade avail abl e on our webpage
17 before the end of the public comment peri od.

18 W will now nove on to the order in which

19 we'll proceed with this hearing. A brief statenent
20 about the proposed mne will be read for the record
21 by Col by Myers. | will then begin the public

22 comment portion of the evening by calling on those
23 of you who indicated on the sign-in sheet that you
24 would i ke to make a corment. [|f you have deci ded
25 that you no | onger wish to cormment when you are
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1 cal l ed upon, you may decline at that tinme. Once
2 everyone has had a chance to speak, | wll ask if
3 anyone el se in attendance would |i ke to nmake a
4 comment. After all coments have been heard,
5 wi Il make closing remarks and this public hearing
6 wi |l be adjourned.
7 For everyone to have a fair and equa
8 opportunity to participate tonight and to ensure
9 that we proceed in a tinely and effective manner,
10 the follow ng four guidelines have been
11 established. First, no questions wll be answered
12 during the public hearing.
13 Second, your coment should not go over three
14 m nutes per individual or five mnutes for elected
15 officials and those speaki ng on behalf of an
16 organi zed group. | will remnd you if you do not
17 concl ude your conments in that time. |If you're
18 unabl e to present all your conments within the
19 allotted tine, please renenber that you may still
20 submt themto SCDES in witing by the close of the
21 publ i c conment peri od.
22 Third, please be respectful towards anyone
23 speaki ng here tonight. You each have a uni que and
24 val ued perspective. No one coment is considered
25 nore inmportant than anot her.
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And fourth, please do not interrupt or ask
ot her participants to respond to your conments.
Shoul d any comments or actions begin to nove away
fromthe intent of this hearing, | may ask the
speaker to limt their statenments and be seated.

| will now call on Colby Myers to read a bri ef
st at enent about the mne operating permt

appl i cation.

9 MR MYERS: On Decenber 20th, 2022, Martin Marietta

Mat erials, Incorporated, submtted an application
to nodify their mne operating permt for the Rock
HIll Quarry in York County. The nodification
request is to increase the permtted acreage from
320.6 acres to the 738.3 acres. The reclamation
plan will require the operator to reclaimthe site

as grassl ands and | ake.

17 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWYER: As we transition to the comrent

portion of this public hearing, | would like to
reiterate that SCDES staff are here to listen to
your comments. Answers or responses to questions
will not be provided tonight. Al comments nmade
during this hearing are being recorded. |If you're
unabl e to conpl ete your comments within the three-
mnute allotted tine, you may submt themin

witing through the end of the public coment
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9 MR, HI NCKLEY: Yes.
10 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER:  Ckay.

11 MR HI NCKLEY: Hello, nmy name is Jason Hi nckl ey,

period on May 16th, 2025.

W wi Il now hear fromthose of you who
i ndicated on the sign-in sheet that you would |ike
to speak tonight. You will call -- be called upon
in randomorder. Please clearly state and spel
your name for the court reporter before you begin
speaki ng.

| s Jason Hi nckl ey here?

J-a-s-0-n Hi-n-c-k-l-e-y. | stand before y'al
toni ght, not just as a resident of Rock Hill, but
al so as a concerned citizen, concerned nei ghbor.
We, | feel, are a community that val ues our peace,
our natural beauty, and the future of Rock Hill.
" mgoing to voice strong opposition to the
proposed expansion to the quarry near Rock Hill.
This is not just a matter of business growh. This
is a mtter of our honmes, our health, and the
del i cate bal ance of the environnment that nmakes this
area so speci al

Let's begin with the nost personal inpact.
That woul d be our property. Dust, noise,

vi brations from bl asting operations are not just an
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i nconveni ence. They directly affect the quality of
our life and the value of our properties.

Conti nuous noi se pollution will disrupt our
peaceful surroundings. The dust can -- the dust
can coat our hones, vehicles, and even seep into

our air systenms. More inportantly, these blasts

can damage our foundations, crack walls, and weaken

structures. Who will be responsible for that? Not
the quarry.

Now let's tal k about the water. Rock Hil
residents rely on clean ground water in nearby
streans. Quarry operations can contam nate these
sources with sedinment and industrial runoff,
especially during heavy rains. Lowering the water
table to extract stone can even dry out wells and
affect access to water for all the residents.

But perhaps, the nost irreplaceable loss is
that of the wildlife. M and Melika, we live in a
very rural area of Rock Hill with an abundance of
w ldlife; woodpeckers, as | stated earlier, being
an extinct species -- or not extinct, but
endangered species. M mstake. The forest
surrounding this area of our home is abundant in
deer, foxes, birds of prey, countless smaller

speci es that depend on this land for shelter, food,
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1 survi val
2 The expansion of the quarry will strip away
3 habitat, drive animals fromtheir hones,
4 potentially endanger species already struggling to
5 adapt to shrinking green spaces. W're not agai nst
6 progress, but we ask progress for whon? For a
7 corporation that profits fromblasting the | and or
8 for the famlies who built their lives here, who
9 have rai sed children under these guys, who expect
10 to breathe clean air and drink clean water.
11 | urge the state to look in our favor on this
12 subject and limt this expansion. Thank you.

14 Denni s Featherstone. Wuld you still like to
15 speak?

16 MR. FEATHERSTONE: | decli ne.

17 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: You decline? Al right.
18 Feat her st one?

19 M5. FEATHERSTONE: | decli ne.

21 MS. DEBORAH THOWPSON: My nane is Deborah Thonpson

13 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: All right. Next up to speak is

Wanda

20 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER:  You decl i ne? Deborah Thonpson?

22 D-e-b-o-r-a-h T-h-o-mp-s-o0-n, and | |ive on

23 Castlewood Circle. |'ve been down on Castl| ewood
24 Circle for 63 years. M neighborhood right nowis
25 conprised of nostly seniors, because they' ve had --
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1 they noved in that hone in their '50s, and those
2 that are still there have raised their famlies;
3 they're still there. So my main concern is not
4 just for ny health, but the health of the seniors
5 in my neighborhood, the noise that's -- at
6 sonetinmes is very loud. It has broken things in ny
7 house. Things have fallen off ny walls because of
8 t he shaking. The vibration has been so strong. |
9 have broken picture frames. | had to take ny
10 crystal and pack it back up because | broke several
11 pi eces.
12 The dust, | devel oped asthma in -- when | was
13 40 years old. And since then nmy asthma has
14 increased. It's nore than it was then. So the
15 dust is very disruptive to ne. M vent is right at
16 my bedroom so that neans it's com ng through ny
17 vents.
18 | had to replace ny floors. That house was
19 built in 1999. 2017, because of shifting and I
20 don't know what else going on, | had to repl ace al
21 the floors in nmy house. That was not cheap,
22 especially for a house that wasn't even that old,
23 but I had to replace ny floors. |'min need of
24 repl acing themagain right now, but I can't afford
25 it.
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1 So | amvery nuch opposed to that -- to that
2 expansion. That quarry is right in ny back door.
3 That's howclose it is tonme. |If | would walk
4 t hrough the path, 1'd walk right up on it because
5 that's how close it is to ne. And not just for ne,
6 but for ny neighbors, I want us to live a quality
7 of life that we should be living at the age we've
8 gotten to be now W don't need to have any excess
9 noi se or disruption. These should be our best days
10 now. So |I amvery nuch opposed to that expansion.
11 Thank you.

12 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Thank you, ma'am Next is

13 Candace Thonpson?

14 M5. CANDACE THOWPSON: Hi there. |'m Candace Thonpson.
15 My nanme is spelled Ca-n-d-a-c-e T-h-o-mp-s-0-n

16 | have been a lifelong resident of Rock Hill, South
17 Carolina, nmy entire |life. For over the past 20-

18 pl us years, ny neighbors and | have felt trenors.
19 | didn't know that those were caused by the quarry.
20 But nonet hel ess, the noise, the dust, the water,

21 our enjoynment of our properties, our values, those
22 things are going to be affected.

23 | sell real estate here in Rock HIl, South

24 Carolina, and the anxiety that's going to be caused
25 by the quarry expansion is going to be harnful to
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1 us and to our properties.

2 Thi s proposed expansion will bring that inpact

3 closer to our homes, and it'll be in sonme of our

4 back doors, and we're already feeling the effects

5 of what's going on in our area. Many of us have

6 al ready experienced foundation issues. W have

7 cracks in our walls, cracks in our foundation.

8 Sonme of us have noticed the changes in the pressure

9 wthin the area, and, you know, those are things

10 that we are concerned. And long-terminpacts on

11 wel l's, the underground lines, and things of that

12 nature that affect our environnent.

13 The constant blasting noise isn't just |oud;
14 it's a nuisance that shakes our honmes and our peace
15 of mnd. [It's sonmething that you don't ever want
16 to get used to, especially when it's unpredictable.
17 We're not against industry, but we are for

18 safety, for stability, for the basic quality of

19 life. For the expansion pushes blasting beyond

20 that half-mle radius is putting it closer to our
21 properties. That's too close. It's time for us to
22 ask: \What's being done to protect us as residents,
23 as people? | know that protecting the wildlife is
24 just as inportant, but what are we doing to protect
25 the residents of Rock Hill and the people who have
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1 properties that are cl ose by?

2 We need i ndependent inspections of our hone,

3 and we're -- and | would like to put on record that

4 | would Iike Martin Marietta to do i ndependent

5 i nspections of everybody's hones that have al ready

6 been affected by the -- that -- the different

7 t hings that they've been doing over the |ast 40-

8 pl us years.

9 We need transparent data on this blasting

10 i npact, because, as we've heard earlier, they're

11 not providing this information for the seismc

12 readings fromthe state, fromtheir independent

13 third-party readings. W need transparency.

14 We need to stand firmw th our conmtnent,

15 because the danmages that are being caused is -- is
16 an injustice to the residents of South Carolina.

17 What conpensation will Martin Marietta Quarry give
18 to the residents whose properties have already

19 suffered | ong-term damages fromthe blasting that's
20 been done for 40-plus years?

21 Pl ease do not approve this expansion w thout a
22 real safeguard for the famlies and the residents
23 who have already borne the brunt of this operation
24 for decades. W are not just nunbers on a map. W
25 are nei ghbors and we deserve protection.
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1 HEARI NG OFFI CER CATHERI NE SAWYER: Thank you, ma'am
2 G oria Hubert?
3 M5. HUBERT: | decline.
4 HEARI NG OFFI CER CATHERI NE SAWER: You decline? All
5 right. Sharon Bail ey?
6 M5. BAILEY: |'m Sharon Bailey, and ny nane is spelled
7 S-h-a-r-o0-n, B-a-i-l-e-y. And what | would like to
8 say is that | do not want the expansion. And |
9 want to also say that | feel that the process for
10 monitoring the blasting is inadequate. You know,
11 it's -- and, also, we know that the review of the
12 bl asting is done once a year or when soneone
13 conpl ains about it, and | think it needs to be done
14 nore frequently. And, also, those reports nmade
15 avai l abl e to anyone that needs -- that wants to see
16 it.
17 Also, | -- 1 don't think there's a -- a clear
18 representative who represents the honeowners. You
19 know, we're scranbling and conplaining to Martin
20 Marietta. They're -- they're just trying to do
21 their business, but the Gty is supposed to be
22 protecting the | andowners, and | don't see that.
23 Al so, you know, there's no -- no clear
24 recourse. You know, where we do we go? You know,
25 we're told that it would go to the planning

Southern Reporting, Inc.
depos@souther nreporting.net | 803.749.8100 | www.souther nreporting.net



Public Hearing
Martin Marietta Materials, Inc. Rock Hill Quarry

Page 16
5/1/2025

©

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

departnment for the Gty of Rock Hall, but they're
not even having a hearing for this, so, you know,

what do we do?

And so | just feel that, you know, there's no

clear recourse; our quality of life is affected,

and we just -- we -- it -- things need to be
better. This whole process, it's just -- to ne, i
i nadequat e.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER:  Thank you, ma'am Al right.
Next is Jacob Struss. Decline? Corey Col dstein?
Al righty. Al right. Please state and spel
your nanme for the reporter.

MR. GOLDSTEIN. Sure. Good evening. Corey, Co-r-e-y,
Gol dstein, Go-l-d-s-t-e-i-n. So good afternoon,
good evening. |'ve been in comrunication a great
deal with Martin Marietta and DHEC on this. |'m
i nvol ved with DHEC on a nunber of issues.
Devel opnent -- I'ma real estate developer. And |
have -- | have a nunber of acres in the Bl acknon
Road area. (To the crowd) Anybody famliar with
Bl acknon Road area?

UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Yes.

UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Uh- huh.

MR. GOLDSTEIN:. Ckay. So over the last three years |'ve

been really cleaning up the nei ghborhood and

S
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1 commtted to nmaking a difference there. And |ike
2 you, |'ve experienced over the |last, oh, gosh,
3 probably four nonths, closer and closer -- | was in
4 my office. | work off of the -- in -- on the
5 property, and there was a blast -- there were two
6 bl asts, one in January and one in February, that
7 shook my buil di ng, shook ny w ndows, and woke ny
8 dog up out of a conplete dead nap. And | have
9 actually a seisnograph on ny property that was
10 install ed by an organi zation of geol ogi sts,
11 believe, in Fort MIlI. And | also have a
12 commercial building at that property, too. And |I'd
13 like to give you ny address because | think that
14 maybe if you'd like to have a community neeting at
15 one of ny buildings, we can have a conversation and
16 di scuss it.
17 I"'m-- I"mfor progress. |I'mfor income. |'m
18 for everybody meking noney. And | have sone rea
19 concerns about the direction of the plant |ong
20 term Over the next 20 years, | see a closer and
21 closer proximty to my water well and your water
22 well. As a matter of fact, |I'm having problens
23 right now wi th DHEC because nmy well's been inpacted
24 by a couple of recent blasts. So the aquifer has
25 changed. The quality of the ground underneath has
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1 shifted. 1've spent $18,000 in an evaluation to
2 come up with nothing. And so |'ve got a rea
3 concern of being not only in the community now,
4 wanting to nmake a difference in the conmunity, and
5 | ooking to transform an organi zation. Looking to
6 transformthe -- the -- the projects that | have
7 because | have no direct city water and sewer.
8 (To the crowd) Does everybody have city water
9 and sewer inside Rock HII?

10 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Nope.

11 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Any -- who's on a well? Oay. A nunber

12 of people on wells. (To the crowd) Have you
13 noticed a change in your -- in your quality of
14 water or --

15 UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Uh- huh.

16 MR. GOLDSTEIN. -- the aquifer level, the water

17 pressure? So | would invite you -- | -- 1'd | ove
18 to give you ny e-nail address and invite you to

19 cone to ny location, and we can have a conmunity

20 meeting if you' d like to discuss it. |I'mcertainly
21 open to that. M name, again, is Corey. And if

22 you have a -- a pen, ny e-mail is

23 corey@i xmyreport.com | can give you ny -- ny --
24 | have a credit repair business in California, too,
25 sol'malittle busy on stuff, but 1'Il give you ny
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1 phone nunber. It's -- which is (619)993-3553. And
2 | would just like to invite, you know, an
3 opportunity for further discussion about this kind
4 of stuff with DHEC or without DHEC, |'m open to a
5 conversation because I'mcommtted that -- that
6 this problem and our problens get addressed
7 properly. Thank you.

8 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Next up is Terrence Stevenson?
9 MR. STEVENSON: Decl i ne.

10 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: Decline? Lucille Stevenson?
11 M5. STEVENSON: Decl i ne.

12 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Decline. Harold Stevenson?

13 Decline. Taylor Steele?

14 MR. STEELE: Decli ne.

15 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Decline. Margaret Sinpson?

16 M5. SIMPSON. My name is Margaret Sinpson

17 Ma-r-g-a-r-e-t S-i-mp-s-o-n. Al right. I'm--

18 | just wanted to say that all of ny life |I have

19 lived on Mecca Trail, which is right back of the

20 quarry. And ny whole famly lives in that area.

21 We inherited that |and through our hardworKking

22 sl ave grandparents. They would -- they shed bl ood,
23 tears, just hard workers. And, you know, |'m proud
24 tolive there. | don't plan to |ive anywhere el se
25 because | think about what they had to go through
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1 to have that |and.
2 And I -- | don't want to just see it becone a
3 pl ace that we are not able to live and have famly.
4 Ri ght now, our famly get together. W have
5 cookouts. W enjoy that property. And | hate to
6 j ust see soneone wanting to make a | ot of npney
7 come in and danage our hones, you know? Hey, we
8 m ght not can afford no nore. So | want you to
9 really think about that. Put yourself in our
10 pl ace, and just be -- let the Lord be your guide.
11 Thank you.

14

12 SPEAKERS FROM CROND:  Anen.

13 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Thank you, ma'am (d adys

15 M5. ALLEN.  Decline.
16 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Decline? Johnni e Ragsdal e?
17 M5. RAGSDALE: Yeah. |I'mgoing to say sonething.

18 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER:  Ckay.

19 MS. RAGSDALE: | decline. M nane is Johnnie,

20 J-0-h-n-n-i-e, Ragsdale, R-a-g-s-d-a-l-e. And |I've
21 been living in Southland since 1979. And |I've seen
22 t he changes, the cracks in the foundation and the
23 bl asting and the noise. And, you know, |'m

24 t hi nking of our future generations to cone. |If

25 this -- if these things are happening now, wth

Al l en?

Southern Reporting, Inc.
depos@souther nreporting.net | 803.749.8100 | www.souther nreporting.net



Public Hearing Page 21

Martin Marietta Materials, Inc. Rock Hill Quarry 5/1/2025
1 that expansion, it's going to get worse. They said
2 t hey use sonme kind of chemcals to blast with. |Is
3 that not getting into the atnosphere, you know, the
4 water and -- you know, it's going to be real
5 danger ous.

6 And what | think they should do is don't

7 rezone that land -- don't zone that |and for

8 residential. What they need to do is have a radius
9 around. And the danmage that's al ready been done,
10 give the people an option to sell their hones if

11 they want to |l eave. And, you know, sonething

12 shoul d -- major should be done because the fact is
13 it's going to get worse before it get better. And
14 we won't be around to see -- Jesus going to be done
15 come. So, you know, that's all | got to say.

16 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Thank you. Melika Mason?

17 M5. MASON: Hi. M nane is Melika Mason, Me-I|-i-k-a,
18 Mason, Ma-s-o-n. 1've lived on and built my house
19 in 2013, and | built that house with ny own two

20 hands. | bent the rebar, all of that. And | know
21 what's in the dirt. And | know what's there. |[|'ve
22 dug in it, been there, and | can tell you there are
23 woodpeckers. | hear them outside nmy wi ndow when

24 the -- when | | eave the wi ndows open. Man, those
25 things are really annoying, but | hear the
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1 woodpeckers. What specific woodpecker, | don't
2 know, but I'mgoing to find out if it's this -- the
3 endanger ed woodpecker here. And |I've seen those
4 sunflowers. M goats |ove those short sunflowers
5 because they like to grow underneath the
6 powerlines. And | was shocked, "Ch, there's these
7 pretty sunflowers,” and -- well, the goats really
8 like them too. But if they're on my property, ny
9 property touches the quarry. That neans they're
10 t here, too.
11 My well is probably, oh, maybe, 75 feet from
12 where they want to start -- nmaybe 150 feet from
13 where they want to start blasting. Tell ne that ny
14 well is not going to be affected; nmy water table is
15 not going to be inpacted. And the only way I'm
16 ever going to knowis when | get sick, ny aninals
17 get sick, | have no water. Then what? How do |
18 shower? How do | boil water? | nmean, there's --
19 how do | nake di nner?
20 You know, all those things that, "Ckay. Well
21 they've got to make it right." Well, I've got to
22 find out sonmething's wong before they can nake it
23 right, and I don't really want to find out.
24 | do know nmy nei ghbors. They're ny famly,
25 and they' ve lived here forever. And | can tell you
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1 they've had to deal with this blasting for 50

2 years. And it's not gotten better; not necessarily

3 gotten worse, but they've had to deal with that,

4 and you want to put it even closer. | nean, it's -

5 - you guys are literally going to be blasting 200

6 feet fromny house, and that's with the berns and

7 t he setbacks and all of that.

8 | already have cracks in my foundation.

9 Martin Marietta's cone out. They |ooked at things.
10 And they did not notify ne of any expansions or any
11 permt nodifications. And | did own that property
12 during that tinme, so why? | don't know. 1'mglad
13 that we're now foll ow ng the processes put in place
14 that there's no transparency. Hopefully, there can
15 be sone transparency.

16 Hopefully, we'll -- we'll find sone

17 woodpeckers and some sunflowers and we're all going
18 to go out through the woods now and | ook for al

19 these fun things. Hopefully, the State will start
20 | ooki ng during the seasons that the flowers are

21 actually bloomng instead of in the winter and

22 spring when they're not bloom ng. Wy don't we

23 wait till the fall? What hurt -- what harmis

24 that? Push it out a little bit further. You know,
25 |"msure you'll find the sunflowers out there.
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1 That's all | have to say.
2 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Thank you. Darron Wods?
3 There you go.
4 MR. WOODS: Thank you.
5 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER:  Uh- huh.
6 MR WOODS: Hello. M nane is Darron Wwods, D-a-r-r-o-n
7 Wo-0-d-s. And |I'ma young honmeowner in Southl and.
8 I"'min real estate, as well. And one of ny main
9 reasons for purchasing ny property is because |'ve
10 noticed a | ot of people gain wealth through real
11 estate. And | have three young kids, and | try to
12 teach themon starting young with setting up their
13 future. And one of ny biggest concerns is what are
14 the values going to look Iike. Because now, if I
15 was to get rid of ny property or even rent it to
16 sonmeone, | would need to | et them know, "Hey, be
17 aware that there's a quarry here." Because when
18 pur chased, no one told me, you know.
19 And -- and like this gentleman said, his dog
20 was awakened. | have pets, also. And, you know,
21 they -- they're disturbed, too. M kids are, too.
22 And the thing is it's not like it's, oh, on a
23 schedul e every Friday at three o' clock you're going
24 to hear a blast. It just cones out of the bl ue.
25 And |'ve owned the property since 2018, and
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1 the thing is, to be honest, I -- | think it's --
2 has gotten worser -- worse -- | think it has gotten
3 wor se these past two years, and that's before any
4 expansion. | think the last neeting we went to
5 they said that it was going to be a long, long tine
6 before it reached closer to the nei ghborhood, but
7 that's -- this is not a situation we need to kick
8 the ball down the road to. | think we need to go
9 ahead and nmake a decision and end it now.
10 | didn't even think about the water quality,
11 but that's going to be a -- that's a great
12 f oundat i on.
13 The thing is with real estate right now, the
14 area of Rock Hill, we're blessed to have the val ues
15 and the properties that we currently have. But
16 with this issue here, it's going to hurt our
17 values. That's going to be noney that's taken out
18 of our pockets, taken out of generational wealth,
19 and who's going to pay for that, you know? Hones
20 aren't cheap and when it's tine to repair
21 sonething, we can't call this quarry and say, "Hey,
22 we need $40, 000 towards foundation or 15 grand
23 towards a well.
24 | do thank everyone that's involved in putting
25 this hearing together, because it does nake ne feel
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1 i ke soneone is |listening, but I guess |I'd be real
2 interested in staying up to speed on, once this
3 hearing is over, is this it? You know, is this
4 just sonething to kind of satisfy the neighbors at
5 this point, or when is there going to be a final
6 deci sion made, and what is there else for us to do
7 to continue to try to push back on it? Like
8 everyone el se said, I'msure no one here is opposed
9 to them naki ng noney, but if they' ve been there

10 this long, using the land that they've already been
11 using, |I'msure they can sustain nore doing --

12 continue to do well with the land that they have.
13 By them expanding is only going to work better for
14 them but hurt us. And that's pretty nuch all

15 have to say.

16 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Thank you, sir. Bobby Allen?
17 You can stand right here if you want to, sir.

18 MR, ALLEN.  Ckay.

19 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: That's fi ne.

20 MR. ALLEN. Yes. M nane is Bobby Allen. It's spelled

21 B-o0-b-b-y A-l-1-e-n, Jr. 1've been down in

22 Sout hl and Park ever since 1974. And when | first
23 noved down there, it -- it was pretty quiet and
24 decent. And, you know, you could have -- sit

25 outside and not worry about them bl asting or
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1 nothing. Didn't have to worry about stuff falling
2 off the wall in the house. But then all of a
3 sudden, ny driveway gets cracked up, wal kway
4 cracked up. Inside, I'm-- 1 -- we had to get a
5 new stove -- a new cooking stove in the house, and
6 noved the stove and there's a big |long crack up
7 under -- up under the foundation in -- of ny stove.
8 |"ve got water lines and drain lines that coll apsed
9 and it's no -- no inportant reason. Now, | don't

10 know why -- what happened. | don't know what

11 caused it. And then a guy telling ne -- told ne,
12 he say, "Man," said, "that blasting doing that.

13 That bl asting tearing your house up, tearing your
14 property up, and just nessing you up."

15 And | conplained to the City one tine about it
16 a while back. Wasn't nothing -- wasn't nothing

17 done about it. | stayed and showed the guy where
18 -- where ny brick was cracked on the side of ny

19 house. Wasn't -- wasn't nothing about -- wasn't

20 not hi ng done about it. So | didn't know what to
21 do. | still don't know what to do. But | know one
22 thing, I'mgoing to oppose this. | don't think

23 they need to expand -- this conpany need to expand
24 and make noney while we going to all |ose noney or
25 have to replace sonething that they tore up
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1 That's all | have to say.
2 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Thank you, sir. Mllory
3 Spar ks?
4 M5. SPARKS: | decline.
5 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Decline. Carolyn D ngle?
6 M5. DINGLE: | decline.
7 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Decline. Perry Sutton?
8 MR. SUTTON: | don't know if |I'mdeclined, but |I'm going
9 to sayi ng sonet hi ng.
10 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Ckay. There you go.
11 MR, SUTTON: So |'myour city council nmenber fromthe
12 Cty of Rock HIl. Three years ago, when | got on,
13 | started going to the quarries to see what was
14 going on and actually just went back about a nonth
15 and a half. And | would advise each one of you-al
16 if you get a chance to go down there and see the
17 guarry yourself. The City can't stop this. [|'ve
18 heard sonebody said, "The City can do this." The
19 Cty can't stopit. This is -- that's the State
20 giving themthe license. W ain't giving no
21 l'i cense.
22 Il wll say -- | wll tell you this in advice.
23 Take pictures of your house, time stanp it. That's
24 the only way you're going to be able to conme back
25 get your retribution. |If you go in there and say
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1 it now that "They damaged ny house,"” and you don't
2 have any proof, | don't think it will work. |
3 don't know. | don't -- I'"'mnot a lawer. | don't
4 think that would work, but I think if you tine
5 stanp your house now -- take pictures and tine
6 stanp it, that would help you quite a bit.

7 The other thing I want to pass, is |'mvery

8 proud of each one of you-all who cane out here.

9 Wien we -- when we first heard about this, we were
10 wal ki ng around in Southland trying to put out a

11 invitation; we mssed places. | went to this young
12 | ady' s house. She deep in the woods. Boy, she's
13 back there. Matter of fact, | think I've been to
14 everyone of you -- you's areas and sit and |istened
15 toit. I'mgoing to tell you sonething el se of

16 what | do. | take a -- when | hear it, "Il put it
17 in ny phone and put the tinme and the date that it
18 happens on the records for yourself.

19 And 1'll say this again. | don't think we can
20 stop it. | hope you-all are listening to us.

21 hope you-all listened to the conplaints that

22 everybody's having here, and | hope that we can

23 have nore dial ogue on ways to satisfy these

24 citizens a little bit better, all right?

25 M5. DONGLE: | do want to say sonething.
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1 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Thank you, sir.
2 M5. DINGLE: Can | say sonething now?
3 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Let me go through the next few
4 t hat have signed up
5 M5. DI NGLE: Yeah.
6 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: And then |I'm going to cal
7 for --
8 M5. DINGE: Gkay. Thank you.
9 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: -- folks at the end if you
10 don't mnd. And that --
11 THE COURT REPORTER: The nane --
12 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: (To M. Sutton) [I'mgoing to
13 spell your nane for her since you didn't.
14 MR SUTTON: Ch, I'msorry.
15 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: That's all right. Perry
16 Sutton, P-e-r-r-y S-u-t-t-o-n.
17 THE COURT REPORTER: (kay.
18 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Margaret Wiitlock is next.
19 M5. VH TLOCK: Decli ne.
20 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: Decline. Treka |son?
21 M5. I1SOM It's "I-sum (phonetic).
22 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: |'m going to take a chance to
23 rem nd everybody we've got a three-mnute speaking
24 limt. Please say and spell your nane for the
25 court reporter. Thank you.
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1 M5. ISOM You're welcone. So ny nane is Treka. You
2 spell it T-r-e-k-a. Last name is Isom |-s-0-m as
3 in "Mary." So | stay on Quarter Road, which is a
4 good bits from Sout hl and, and we have been hearing
5 the blasts. W have seen the effects that it's
6 causing, which is, for one, cracks in nmy wall. [|I'm
7 noticing that a little bit everywhere around the
8 home, and, you know, I'mlistening to everyone el se
9 saying it's the sane thing. Just thinking about ne
10 visibly seeing those cracks, I'malso just really
11 wondering what is happening to things that | cannot
12 see as far as the foundation.

13 Pretty nmuch we're all on the sane page, but

14 one thing that really just kind of struck nme is "we
15 cannot stop this." (To M. Sutton) It's sonething
16 that you stated. 1've e-nmiled you plenty of tines
17 with pictures and things like that. | guess, if we
18 cannot stop it, it's nowto a point where do we all
19 need to get together and naybe seek sone type of

20 | egal action for danages at this point?

21 Wth nme being a stay-at-honme nom and, also, a
22 busi ness owner fromny honme -- | work outside of ny
23 home; | ama -- a stylist -- basically, a hair

24 stylist -- I wll dedicate nyself to wal king and

25 goi ng to Sout hl and and Quarter Road and anywhere
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1 else it needs to be done to where we get those
2 nunbers accunul ated where we need to have it at.
3 At this point, if we can't stop it, great. But
4 t here are damages that we are now goi ng through
5 that we are not responsible for.
6 Yes. W want you guys to nake noney, but not
7 at the cost of us. W' re hardworking people, we
8 pay for our houses, we're paying our taxes, and
9 it's just not right for you guys to cone in make
10 nmoney and everyone else is unfortunately not
11 getting any benefits -- benefits fromit. W're --
12 we're getting damages, and we're being stuck with
13 it. So at the end of the day, you know, again, we
14 can't stop it, great, but I want everyone to know,
15 me personally, I will make sure we go around to
16 everyone that needs to be, you know, spoken with.
17 We're going to get those nunbers, those e-mails,
18 t hose addresses, those photos, those tine stanps,
19 and if we need to go ahead and seek | egal advice,
20 then we need to cone together and nmake sure that
21 happens. That's pretty nmuch all | had to say.
22 Thank you.
23 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Thank you, ma'am Javeri us
24 Cousar? Am|l mangling that? GOkay. Decline.
25 M. I1SOM | spoke for us.
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1 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: All right. That concl udes
2 everyone who signed up to make a comment tonight.
3 Pl ease rai se your hand if you have not had the
4 opportunity to speak, but would like to do so now.
5 State your name, please.
6 M5. DONGE: 1'mgoing to do that.
7 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER:  Thank you.
8 M5. DDONGLE: W nane is Carolyn, Ca-r-o-1-y-n, and ny
9 last nane is Dingle, Di-n-g-1-e.
10 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER:  Ckay.
11 M5. DONGLE: | initially was not going to say anything
12 because I know it's no stopping this. And | don't
13 live there, but I grew up there and ny nother stil
14 lives there and she's 92. And | this nade this
15 request in the public nmeeting, and 1'Il nake it
16 again. |If it cannot be stopped, | would at |east
17 like it put into a space to where, when the
18 bl asti ng does occur, that the residents can be
19 i nformed ahead of tinme that it's -- that it is
20 going to occur. Because | think that with the
21 wel | -being of the elderly, we could at |east
22 prepare themfor that. Thank you
23 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Wul d anyone el se like to speak
24 that has not had a chance tonight? Okay. Looks
25 like I'"ve called on everyone who wi shed to nmake a
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1 comment. Since there are no other attendees who
2 woul d i ke to speak, the comment portion of
3 tonight's hearing is closed.
4 On behalf of the South Carolina Departnent of
5 Envi ronnental Services, | would like to thank
6 everyone for com ng here tonight and giving us your
7 corments. Pl ease note, once again, that witten
8 comments may be submtted to DES through May 16th
9 of 2025. Al witten comments received on or
10 before this date wll be considered in SCDES' s
11 deci si on maki ng process. |If you have questions
12 about submtting witten comments after tonight,
13 pl ease see a staff nmenber before you | eave.
14 SCDES' s Bureau of Land and Waste Managenent
15 will review and consider all conmmrents received and
16 may request additional information fromthe
17 applicant if necessary. A decision will then be
18 nmade to approve or deny the mine permt application
19 and a m ne operating permt.
20 Once the final decision is nmade, SCDES wi ||
21 provide a summary response to all coments
22 received. The permt decision and summary response
23 will be provided to everyone who signed in here
24 tonight, as well as those who submitted witten
25 comments during the public comment period. The
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1 final permt decision and summary response W ||
2 al so be posted on our web page.
3 You'll receive notification of SCDES s perm t
4 deci sion by standard U S. mail or e-mail. [If you
5 wish to be notified by certified mail instead,
6 pl ease nake your request known in witing no |ater
7 than May 16th, 2025.
8 | f you have questions or if you' re interested
9 i n discussing specific aspects of the proposed m ne
10 nmodi fication, please reach out to any of our staff
11 menbers. We'll be happy to begin a conversation
12 wi th you
13 On behalf of the South Carolina Departnent of
14 Envi ronnmental Services, thank you again for your
15 attendance and coments this evening. The tine is
16 now 7:45 p.m, and the public hearing is officially
17 adj our ned.
18 (Wher eupon the within hearing was
19 concluded at 7:45 p.m)
20 (*This transcript may contain quoted nateri al
21 Such material is reproduced as read or quoted
22 by the speaker.)
23
24
25
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STATE OF SOUTH CARCLI NA )
CERTI FI CATE
COUNTY  OF RI CHLAND )

Be it known that Breanna Sharper took the
f oregoi ng proceedi ng and hereby attests:

that 1| was then and there a notary public in and
for the State of South Carolina-at-large and that by
virtue thereof | was duly authorized to adm nister an
oat h;

that the deponent/w tness, if any, was first
duly sworn to testify to the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth, concerning the matter in
t he controversy aforesaid,;

that the foregoing transcript represents a true,
accurate, and conplete transcription of the testinony
so given at the time and place aforesaid to the best
of ny skill and ability;

that | amneither a relative nor an enpl oyee of
any of the parties hereto, nor of any attorney or
counsel enpl oyed by the parties hereto, nor
interested in the outcone of this action;

that, if a recording of an event was supplied by
anot her party for purposes of transcription and | was
not present during that event, the foregoing pages
were transcribed to the best of ny skill and ability;
additionally, any identifications of speakers were
provided to nme by the party supplying the recording;

that, in the event of a nonappearance by the
wi tness, the foregoing details for the nonappearance
are accurate.

In witness thereof, | have hereunto affixed ny
signature and title.

Br eanna Shar per

Dat e: 05/ 15/ 2025

Notary public for South Carolina

My comm ssi on expires Novenber 29, 2033
*Unl ess otherwi se noted, this notary public
adm nistered the oath. Please refer to the
transcri pt for any exceptions.
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