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PROCEEDI NGS

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: (Good eveni ng once again. The

time is now 7 p.m, on Thursday, My 22nd, 2025,
and this public hearing wll now begin. This
public hearing is being held by the South Carolina
Depart ment of Environmental Services, also known as
SCDES, to accept comments and supporting
information on the application submtted by CFH
Monroe, LLC, for a permt to mne sand at a site

| ocated on Levy Road in Jasper County,
approximately 2.7 mles southeast of Linehouse,
South Carolina. As a formal proceeding, the
purpose of this hearing is to accept oral comments
fromthe audi ence and record themfor the official
record. Therefore, SCDES staff will not be
respondi ng to questions or conments during this
heari ng.

A witten transcript will be prepared by the
certified court reporter. The transcript wll
serve as the official record of this public hearing
and wil|l be posted on the departnent's webpage when
avai l abl e. The webpage address is
des. sc. gov/ MonroeTract ServiceMne, and it will be
updated with information as it becones avail abl e.

Again, ny name is Catherine Sawer, and | will
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serve as your hearing officer tonight. Thank you
for taking the tine to be here for this inportant
step in SCDES's permtting process.

Before | go over how we will proceed, there
are a couple of itens that | would Iike to address.
First, | ask that you please silence your cel
phones or other electronic devices so that others
are not disturbed during the hearing. Next, if you
have not al ready done so, | encourage each of you
to sign the attendance sheet |ocated at the sign-in
table so we have a conplete record of everyone here
tonight. W have asked for your mailing or e-mail
address on the sign-in sheet so that we will know
how to notify you of future information regarding
t he proposed mne site.

The permtting process at SCDES begi ns when an
application is received for one or nore
environnmental permts. During this process, an
appl i cant must show that his proposed operation can
conply with all applicable state and federal
regul ations. These regul ati ons have been witten
to ensure that human health and the environnent are
pr ot ect ed.

In addition to reviewing the application, the

departnment's role is to wite and give issue,
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1 enforce permts that neet the requirenents of the

2 regul ation. You also have a role in -- in SCDES s

3 permtting process; that's what brings us here

4 tonight: to receive your coments formally for the

5 record. Although a final permt decision cannot be

6 made based on the vote or how many peopl e say the

7 same thing, your comrents are inportant and may

8 influence the terms and conditions witten in the

9 permt if one is issued. Comments and concerns

10 given here tonight, as well as those submtted in
11 witing by the end of the public coment period,

12 are wel comed and encour aged.

13 A presentation on the proposed m ne and

14 SCDES' s permtting processes was provi ded by Wendy
15 Ham [ ton during the public neeting held at 6 p. m
16 This presentation will be made avail abl e on our

17 webpage before the end of the public conment

18 peri od.

19 W will now nove on to the order in which we
20 W ll proceed with this hearing. A brief statenent
21 about the proposed mne wll be read for the record
22 by Wendy Ham lton. | wll then begin the public

23 comment portion of the evening by calling on those
24 of you who indicated on the sign-in sheet that you
25 would i ke to make a corment. [|f you have deci ded
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that you no | onger wish to cormment when you are
cal |l ed upon, you may decline at that tinme. Once
everyone has had a chance to speak, | wll ask if
anyone el se in attendance would |ike to nake a
comment. After all coments have been heard,

wi |l make closing remarks, and the public hearing
wi |l be adjourned.

For everyone to have a fair and equal
opportunity to participate tonight and to ensure
that we proceed in a tinely and effective manner,
the foll ow ng four guidelines have been
established. First, no questions will be answered
during the public hearing.

Second, your coments should not go over three
m nutes per individual or five mnutes for elected
of ficials and those speaki ng on behalf of an
organi zed group. | will remnd you if you do not
concl ude your conments at that tinme. If you are
unable to present all your comrents within the
allotted tine, please renenber that you nay submt
themto SCDES in witing by the close of the public
comment peri od.

Third, please be respectful towards anyone
speaki ng here tonight. You each have a unique and

val ued perspective. No one conment is considered
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nmore i nportant than another.

And fourth, please do not interrupt or ask
ot her participants to respond to your conments.
Shoul d any comments or actions begin to nove away
fromthe intent of this hearing, | may ask the
speaker to limt their statenment and be seated.

| will now call on Wendy Hamilton to read a
bri ef statenment about the mne operating permt

appl i cation.

10 M5. HAM LTON. On July the 1st, 2024, CFH Monroe, LLC,

subm tted an application for the Monroe Surface
Tract Mne. The site is located in Jasper County
within the city of Hardeeville. The man -- the
m ne plans request to excavate a total of 21.7
acres of a 62.3-acre site. The submtted

recl amati on plan proposes the operations wll be

recl ai med to ponds and grassl ands.

18 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Thank you, Wendy.

As we transition to the comment portion of

this public hearing, | would like to reiterate that

SCDES staff are here to listen to your comments.
Answers or responses to questions will not be
provided tonight. Al comrents made during this
hearing are being recorded. |If you are unable to

conpl ete your conments within the three-mnute

Southern Reporting, Inc.
depos@souther nreporting.net | 803.749.8100 | www.souther nreporting.net



Page 8
2/2025

Vionroe Tract Surface Mine 2
1 allotted tinme, you may submt themin witing
2 t hrough the end of the public coment period on
3 June 6th, 2025.
4 W will now hear fromthose of you who
5 i ndi cated on the sign-in sheet that you would |ike
6 to make a comment. You will be called upon in
7 random order. Please clearly state and spell your
8 name for the court reporter. Edward Beck?
9 MR. BECK: Hello, ny nane is Edward Beck. Edward Beck
10 E-d-wa-r-d B-e-c-k. |I'"ma resident of QGsprey
11 Lake. | have seen an open mne project |ocated
12 mles away fromresidential conmunities. They're
13 loud. They're dusty. And they're dirty. This
14 proposed project butts up against our conmunity
15 park and directly over five fences of our
16 nei ghbor's yards. Locating a heavy industrial
17 m ni ng project next door is crazy.
18 In addition, sand pits spread silica dust into
19 the air. This would endanger the children and the
20 famlies enjoying their yards and the park in the
21 area. Silicais linked to cancer, asthnma, and
22 ot her di seases.
23 This project would al so be sl anmed up agai nst
24 our drainage systemthat works in connected --
25 connection -- in connection with our |akes and our
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1 ponds. The last thing we want to do is see any
2 flooding in our community as a result of this
3 mning project. |'masking the South Carolina
4 Departnment of Environnental Services to deny this
5 project. Thank you.
6 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: All right. Next up is Joyce or
7 Martin Durfey. |If | were to call on you and you
8 have deci ded not to speak, please just say you
9 decl i ne.
10 MR. DURFEY: Two -- two nmajorly(verbatin) things. One,
11 t hey' ve known they were going to do this years ago.
12 We found out about it three nonths ago. Wy didn't
13 they tell us a long tine ago that they were
14 planning to do this so we could get organi zed? And
15 | -- I'"'mgoing to ask you. | don't trust you. The
16 answer, you don't know how nuch water you're going
17 to be punping, the nunber of gallons? Good Lord.
18 When your house is flooded, it's too |ate.
19 The -- this parcel of land use to be -- just
20 ask the conpany -- used to be unincorporated. Back
21 in 2011, sonebody canme along and turned this into
22 Hardeeville city limts. "That's a little odd,"
23 thought. | just don't trust you folks. I Ilike
24 you. You're a person. You need Jesus as a savior.
25 But | don't trust you in this situation.
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1 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: All right. 1'mgoing to ask
2 you to hold clapping for the comments. This is the
3 time for statenents. M ke Anderson, it's your turn
4 to speak.

5 MR. ANDERSON: Am | speaking that way, not this way?
6 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER:  That way.

7 MR, ANDERSON: |'m --

8 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER:  Yes.

9 MR. ANDERSON: -- speaking this way.

10 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER:  Yep.

11 MR. ANDERSON. Ckay. |It's a pleasure always to be able

12 to stand in front of your neighbors and fight for
13 your nei ghborhood. | just wish I was here tonight
14 to fight to better ny nei ghborhood and not to save
15 it. There's a certain romanticismthat conmes from
16 buyi ng your first hone. And ny wife and | bought
17 our first hone in Osprey Lake nei ghborhood, and one
18 of the biggest reasons why we bought it was because
19 of the total package. It was -- it was a great

20 nei ghbor hood. There was -- there was wildlife; the
21 envi ronnent was beautiful, the ecosystem It was
22 quiet. There's no dust. There's no flooding. And
23 now all of that is in danger, and | have serious

24 concerns. | have serious concerns about ny

25 environnment, the flooding, and the quality of life.
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1 Today, |'ve heard a | ot of great questions,
2 and | haven't heard specificity when it cones to
3 t he answers. The anmount of uncertainty in this
4 proposal and the narrative |I'm hearing tonight
5 requires a thorough investigation of the direct
6 i npact that this sand m ne has.
7 | encourage for these individuals to | ook at
8 ot her communities, like ours, that have been
9 negatively affected by a sand mne. And nore
10 specifically, | encourage this entity to | ook at
11 the sand m ne proposal of Charleston County, the
12 Awendaw sand m ne. That sand m ne proposal was
13 rejected. And one of the reasons it was rejected
14 is because it was adjacent to seven hones. | think
15 when you | ook at the map, the correct map, you see
16 there are nore than seven honmes in this situation.
17 When | | ooked at the South Carolina Code on ny
18 phone here, that | was given by a beautiful not-
19 for-profit, | don't understand how this proposal
20 doesn't violate South Carolina Code 48-20-70
21 Nunbers 2,3,4 and 5. How does it not violate al
22 of those?
23 | think all of us that are here toni ght have a
24 serious concern. And to the entity that is
25 deciding to reject or go through with this
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1 proposal, how do you not | ook at the sheer anount
2 of people that are here tonight that took tinme away
3 fromtheir Thursday evening and are argui ng agai nst
4 it? How do you not | ook at that and say, "This is
5 directly reflective of what we're trying not to
6 do"? W are trying, in South Carolina, to inprove
7 the quality of life, not hurt it. And how do you
8 see this many people who are vehenently opposed to
9 this and not, froma |logical point of view an
10 enotional point of view, take a step back and say,
11 "Wl |l sonething's going on here. W need to | ook
12 further"?
13 And that's what | ask OF you tonight. Look
14 further. Look at the faces of all these people and
15 realize that mnes like this have been rejected in
16 2024 in the state of South Carolina, and this one
17 shoul d be rejected for simlar reasons and for nore
18 dire reasons as well. Thank you.
19 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: Al right. 1'mgoing to rem nd
20 you of two things. Please do not clap. It's just
21 making this take a little bit |longer. And,
22 secondly, please state and spell your nane clearly
23 for the court reporter when you step up and speak
24 so that she can get you on the record correctly.
25 G eg John?
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1 MR, JOHN. Yeah. She said ny nane. It's Gr-e-g
2 J-0-h-n. Thank you. The people from Col unbia are
3 supposed to be a neutral party in this entire
4 thing, and | find, when Wendy answers questi ons,
5 it's alnost as if she has already decided that this
6 mne is happening. And | think that tone is -- is
7 frightening on top of the fact that they do not
8 have ways of measuring the quantity, and they
9 really don't have any plan to regulate how this
10 works. So that's ny thoughts on -- on them
11 For me, | -- | look at people, and | | ook at
12 homeowners and fam lies, not corporations, not big
13 noney operations, and people -- people nmake plans,
14 and they have dreans and they have goals, and they
15 make pl ans based on the information at hand. And
16 t hey nove to nei ghbor hoods because they've done
17 good research. And they | ook at what m ght happen
18 or what may not happen.
19 | represent -- |'ma real estate agent, and ny
20 -- ny goal in ny career of a full tinme -- you know,
21 that's what | do for a living. M goal is to help
22 peopl e achieve their plans and their goals. And |
23 -- | am-- you know, real-time, real-life
24 experience, right now. | represent Doug and Kat hy
25 A son from 1470 Csprey Lake Drive, and they have
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1 pl ans. They -- they | ove OGsprey Lake. They bought
2 in there because it's gorgeous, it's clean, it's
3 quiet. They have a half acre on the water. They
4 can breathe the air. They don't have a fl ooding
5 problem and they want to nove to another state for
6 personal reasons. And they and |I have been working
7 together to nake that dreama reality, and at the
8 nonment, we have their property listed. W were in
9 recei pt of an offer one week ago, roughly, very

10 good offer where both sides were satisfied. It was
11 a clean docunent. W were nonents away from

12 ratifying the deal so that they could pursue their
13 pl ans. And the buyers were very excited about

14 nmoving into this incredi bl e neighborhood as well,
15 t hat does not have a mining operation next door

16 wi thin earshot and a stone's throw

17 They found out -- the buyers discovered that
18 there were sonme plans and a potential mne con ng
19 in, and they pulled their offer right out from

20 under the table. 1'mnot blam ng themfor

21 anything; I"'mjust saying this is -- this is real-
22 time. These are property values, and they are

23 going to be majorly affected by this operation. So
24 | say to vote against this and to -- do not let a
25 m ne be put into your back yard. Thank you.
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1 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: All right. Qur next speaker is
2 John Hewson.

3 MR. HEWSON: My nane is John M Hewson, and ny wi fe and
4 | live just to the north of this proposed m ning

5 operation. | want to thank you for letting nme nake
6 t hese comments and for giving us this opportunity

7 to meet with you

8 First of all, let me tell you that we have the
9 | ongest common boundary line with this proposed

10 m ne of 2,855 linear feet. And, |o and behold, we
11 never received any notice. Can you inagine that?
12 And on top of that, M. Mnroe knows ne

13 individually for years. And we never received the
14 first bit of notice. The first time we found out
15 about this was from sonme nei ghbors after you-al

16 gave the notice.

17 Secondly, we maintain fire lines all around

18 our property. And a man and | who work together

19 have been doing that for years. W plow those fire
20 lines three, four, or five times a year to keep
21 themin place. W control burn. And would you
22 i magi ne that we never saw any evi dence on the
23 ground during cal endar years 2024 and 2025 of any
24 surveying, any soil borings -- soil tests, or any
25 water tests at all on this property until
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1 yesterday. And then we happened to see a stake
2 froma surveyor with a purple ribbon onit. That's
3 the first time we ever saw any kind of due
4 diligence on the part of these people and their
5 consul tants.
6 Secondly, | don't know how nany of you are
7 famliar with this, but these subdivisions that are
8 here now have been here for a long tinme. Carol
9 Estates was actually a subdivision; it was done by
10 Dr. T.D. Caroll, the nedical doctor, in
11 Hardeevill e, South Carolina, back in the late
12 1960s. And all of the drainage com ng out of
13 Carol| Estates conmes down by ny house because |
14 happen to own the last two lots to the west in
15 Caroll Estates. And so there is a drainage ditch
16 in the front of every house. There's a drainage
17 ditch between the houses that are adjacent to
18 Gsprey Lakes. And those -- the -- those drai nage
19 t hi ngs drain down, and they happen to all go into a
20 north-south main drainage ditch that then carries
21 the water off to the north and ultinmately into
22 Monkey John Swanp. The | ast proposed sand m ne,
23 nunber three, is going to be right over that main
24 north-sout h drai nage ditch
25 | have not seen any -- anything in the
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1 i nformati on provided by DES that shows how t hey
2 plan to do this. Wat are they going to do? They
3 haven't conme out, and they haven't done anything on
4 t he ground. They probably don't even know t hat
5 drai nage ditch is there. And so what's going to
6 happen is they're going to cone out and bl ock off
7 t hat drai nage ditch, and what that's going to do is
8 going to nmean that, when heavy rains conme, all the
9 water is going to back up in Caroll Estates. |It's
10 going to back up in Gsprey Lakes, and it's going to
11 back up on our property.
12 And so -- just a nonent, ma'am | just wanted
13 you to know that | think that we ought to -- to
14 require DES to require the applicant to do the
15 proper due diligence and sort all of this out ahead
16 of tine. And the idea that we have a 50-foot
17 setback is clearly insufficient and i nappropriate.
18 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: All right. 1'mgoing to have
19 to ask you -- no.
20 MR. HEWSON: Just one nore mnute, ma'am Just one nore
21 t hi ng.
22 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER:  You -- you --
23 MR. HEWSON: | know.
24 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: -- you' ve gone over your tine
25 limt.
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1 MR, HEWSON: | just want --
2 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: |'I| give you one nore second.
3 (Yelling fromthe crowd.)
4 MR, HEWSON: | wanted you to know that --
5 (Yelling fromthe crowd.)
6 MR HEWSON: -- that the -- the consultants did not do
7 their due diligence on the wildlife. At ny fish
8 pond, we have wood storks. W have bal d eagl es.
9 This norning, when | wal ked out, | could hear
10 whi ppoorwi I I's, chuck-will's-wi dows, to be nore
11 accurate. And guess what? They didn't see that.
12 They couldn't find them But they know t hat
13 they're over in Osprey Lakes.
14 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: All right. 1'm--
15 MR HEWSON: And so --
16 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: -- going to have to cut you off
17 t here.
18 MR HEWSON: | know - -
19 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: W will have tinme at the end
20 for nore comments --
21 MR HEWSON: Ckay.
22 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: -- but right now we need Tyrone
23 Price.
24 MR. HEWSON: | ask that this permt be denied.
25 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Tyrone Price? Do -- would you
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1 still like to coment?

2 MR. PRICE: The nane is Tyrone Price. |I'malso a

3 nei ghbor of John's. And what |I'mhere today is to
4 just make sure that we get a sense of clarity. |
5 think that's what the basis is. W just don't

6 understand what's going on. And all the

7 information this past week, just a core of us has
8 been out in the conmmunity trying to do outreach to
9 informeveryone. This is just a small segnent of
10 our nei ghborhood, our residence, our neighbors. W
11 need clarity. W need to understand it before

12 decisions are made. And | al so support denying

13 this project. Thank you.

14 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Lisa Marie Price?

15 MS. PRI CE: Lisa Marie Price. L-i-s-a Ma-r-i-e

P-r-i-c-e. And | ama resident of Florida Drive.
And as nmuch everybody is here to try and keep
somet hing from happening in the future, | am here
because | don't have tine to deal with that that's
happening in the future, because for the past ten
years, at the end of Florida Drive, that's nmy yard.
Ever since Gsprey Lakes became a subdivision, this
is my yard. Wien it rains or when it just rains
for a couple of days, the water drainage -- like

this gentleman indicated, water directions change.
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1 When t he devel opnments cone and the sand pits are --
2 are built, water changes. It goes sonmewhere.

3 Well, this water has now decided to cone to ny

4 house. So there are portions and tinmes during a

5 regul ar week where we just avoid certain areas of

6 our yard because they are flooded. So | am

7 requesting that this be sternly denied because | am
8 busy right nowtrying to figure out how to get this
9 wat er out of ny yard. | don't have tinme to get a
10 sand pit water out of ny yard. Thank you.

11 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Robert -- Robert Saxon?

12 MR. SAXON: Good afternoon. Good afternoon, everyone.

13 | wasn't going to say anything, but | decided to

14 come up here for just a few mnutes to nention back
15 in the day, when | first built nmy house, and | was

16 trying to get insurance for it, okay, and they told
17 me that | couldn't get flood insurance, okay? So |
18 wonder why they wouldn't even sell ne flood

19 i nsurance. But now, I'mgoing to tell you if they

20 build a sand pit, the ones of you who have or do

21 not have insurance, they can cancel your insurance,
22 and you're going to be done. So what -- so | don't
23 know. You got to hold your head up, open your

24 eyes, and | ook up. Ckay. Thank you.

25 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Courtney Fl exon?
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1 M5. C. FLEXON: |'m Courtney Flexon, Co-u-r-t-n-e-y "F"
2 like "Frank," |-e-x-o-n. M famly and | have
3 lived here 25 years. W're at 2712 Levy Road, but
4 we're actually up that private dirt road Call aj oe
5 Way on the little farm And | don't have a
6 per manent easenent on that road.

7 | cone at this fromny experience as having

8 been on the Jasper County Pl anni ng Comm ssion as

9 wel |l as, way back in the day, | was an alderman in
10 Savannah on Gty Council for two terns, and so |'m
11 | ook at this from planning and zoni ng point of

12 view, and I'mhorrified. Because of -- of just the
13 -- the inconsiderateness of the owner in -- in

14 consi dering his neighbors, and froma pl anni ng

15 poi nt of view, you know, having worked with Jasper
16 County -- and the problemis that this property is
17 in Hardeeville and none of us are constituents. W
18 all live in Jasper County. But Levy at -- the Levy
19 area as a hanl et has been addressed beautifully.

20 The 2018 master plan tal ks about including it as a
21 ham et. Tal ks about the major roads |ike 315 and
22 -- and 17 are commercial, and that's why we have

23 Dol | ar General and, you know, the gas stations and
24 so forth. And we -- we patronize them but Levy

25 Road is supposed to be residential. And the whole
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1 area from Jasper County is either rural residential
2 or residential. It -- it was never intended for
3 this to happen. But guess what? W don't have a
4 say.

5 But | did take a real hard | ook at the

6 application, and there are several things that

7 really concern me. And | -- inny witten

8 statenent, | go one by one, but I'mgoing to be

9 real quick for y'all. But the thing about the

10 wldlife just enrages ne, that they woul d have the
11 nerve to say, "Oh, there's nothing there." | don't
12 know who did this study at the DNR, but that is

13 just patently ridiculous. They're -- they are

14 asked about | and usage of contiguous areas, and

15 t hey say, you know, a farm and sone residential,

16 but they don't acknow edge the -- the contiguous
17 "nei ghbor hood, " which is the Monkey John Swanp.

18 And that is what -- that's huge. It's thousands of
19 acres. |t goes way down past all of us into the
20 Savannah Wld -- National WIldlife Refuge, and you
21 just can't tell ne that that isn't affected by this
22 proposed di schar ge.
23 They ask about physical hazards to houses:
24 fl ooding. They ask about physical hazards to, you
25 know, churches and so forth and what areas of
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1 cultural interests. WlIl, there's a cenetery,
2 Cooper Cenetery on Callajoe Way, 15 feet from where
3 the trucks are going to go by with all that dust
4 and dirt and so forth. And it is contiguous with
5 t he Monkey John Swanp, so if water |evels change --
6 that cenmetery has been there since the Cvil War.
7 It is an active cenmetery where famlies still bury
8 their loved ones. Nobody's ever |ooked there.
9 There's a question of the wetlands, and this
10 is really inportant; they -- the Corps of
11 Engi neers, because of the backlog and so forth,
12 they are allowed to accept analysis perfornmed by a
13 consultant for, "Wetland boundaries if there are no
14 purposed inpacts.” And so they were allowed to get
15 a -- a private consultant, and he spoke to them
16 On his website, he says he is, guess what, an
17 endanger ed species specialist, and here we are with
18 no acknow edgnent what soever of any of that stuff.
19 And he apparently has assured themthat there's no
20 concern.
21 | just find all of this so unacceptable, and
22 think for all of these reasons and a |ot of the
23 ot her ones that have been nentioned already, please
24 take my advice and deny this. Thank you.
25 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Chri st opher John Curry?
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MR C. CURRY: Pass. Pass.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Chri stopher Curry, are you
decl i ni ng?

MR C. CURRY: |'mnot going to speak.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Ckay.

MR. C. CURRY: Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Sorry. | thought that was
Chri stopher. How about Matthew Curry?

MR M CURRY: No. No. comrent.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: No? All right. Vil "VAY-toss"
(phonetic)?

MR VAITAS: "VITE-us."

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Vaitas?

MR. VAITAS: CGood evening. M nane is Vil Vaitas. |'m
a -- I"ma concerned Hardeeville citizen. | live
at 17 OGsprey Wy Circle. The issue that 1'd like
to address tonight is the inpact that the Mnroe
Tract Sand Pit Mne will have on the surface and
groundwat er systens. Stormnater runoff contains
contam nants that can contam nate ground wat er
t hrough sand pits, particularly when the surface
water |l evels rise above the groundwater table.
Initially, sand pits can influence |ocal
groundwat er | evels, especially in areas where there

is -- connected to swanps, |akes, and streans.
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1 These are sone of the wild animals that you
2 see in Csprey Lake. It's a benefit of -- our
3 comunity just sinply canme together |ast week and
4 took pictures -- sent ne pictures of what they' ve
5 seen in the area, including the endangered wood
6 stork as well as the bald eagle.
7 The sand pits are characterized by steep banks
8 and deep water and unstabl e bank bottons and
9 shoreline areas due to sand. Surface M ne Segnent
10 Nunmber 3 is only 180 feet wde at nost, and the
11 western section of Mne Nunber 1 exhibits the sane
12 characteristics. At a depth of 25 feet, as
13 proposed in -- proposed in the permt, the steep
14 banks, deep water, and unstable bottom nmake it very
15 susceptible to erosion and changes in the water
16 | evel s. The erosion of the 8-foot-tall berm and
17 t he wetl ands adj acent to M ne Nunber 1 and M ne
18 Nunber 3 will result in groundwater being affected
19 greatly around OGsprey Lake and the Caroll Estates
20 comunity. The proposed mne wll excavate
21 directly over the main ditch that services both
22 Csprey Lake and Caroll Estates, effectively
23 destroying it and is allow ng severe flooding to
24 t hreaten our hones.
25 The fl oodi ng and/ or draining of Osprey Lake,
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1 which is directly connected to these wetlands, w |
2 result in the loss of quality of water quality,

3 wildlife, and property values. Osprey Lakes' depth
4 is, on the average of 10 to 12 feet deep. The

5 proposed nmines that are going to be dug are going

6 to be 25 foot deep. Renenber, Osprey Lake is

7 directly connected to the sand pits through the

8 dr ai nage systens approved by the Arny Corps of

9 Engi neers in the 1990s, while 6 through 13, Lots 38
10 through 44, and the community park on the northwest
11 side of Osprey Lake are directly adjacent to one

12 portion or another of the approved drai nage system
13 The bal ance of the devel opnent is directly affected
14 as well, too, by the water quality and the water

15 levels within the | ake. There are a total of 62

16 homes in the Osprey Lake community. |If you | ook on
17 the ol d topographi cal maps that were provided by

18 Monroe Tract Facility and the engineering firm

19 they show all enpty lots. Believe ne, they aren't
20 enpty lots.

21 Sand pit mning can result in two scenarios

22 dependi ng on the stage of mne's operation. Lake
23 water quality and | evel s changed occurred --

24 changes occur during m ning, mne generated

25 wast ewat er and water mne -- mne dewatering and
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1 reclamation. Rising water levels will result in
2 the failure of septic systens throughout this
3 nei ghbor hood. The average property above --
4 el evati on above the | ake | evel is approxi mtely
5 2tob5 feet. Rising water levels will result in
6 fail ed systens polluting the | ake, the swanp, and
7 t he adj acent waterways. Poor turbidity |evels of
8 the lake will also kill the fish, turtles, and
9 other wildlife that live there. Birds and animals
10 wll |eave our community that depend on the | ake as
11 a food source. One of those is the bald eagle and
12 the osprey and the woodl and stork. WIldlife
13 habitat in our homes woul d be rendered unusabl e.
14 Punpi ng Gsprey Lake would also -- dry would be al so
15 a problem (To Hearing Oficer Sawer) Do | have
16 three m nutes or five m nutes?
17 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Three m nutes. Are you
18 speaki ng on behalf of the -- all right.
19 MR. VAITAS. GOsprey Lake.
20 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER:  You got one nore m nute.
21 didn't realize that.
22 MR. VAITAS. Ckay. Punping Osprey Lake dry woul d al so
23 be a disaster as well, too. Property values would
24 plumet. Professor Hite from Auburn University has
25 shown that the property values within a mle of a
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1 sand pit dropped an average of 38 percent. Based
2 on 62 hones averagi ng a val ue of $500,000, this
3 woul d result in an $11.8 million tax-based loss to
4 Hardeevill e per year. 493 property owners |ive
5 within a mle of this sand pit, and those are
6 properties that could be further subdivided for
7 hones.

8 Wldlife thar relies on OGsprey Lake woul d al so
9 suffer and die as well. As you see fromthe

10 pi ctures, we have the wood stork, the frosted

11 fl at wods sal anander, the shortnose sturgeon, the
12 chuck-wilI's-w dow, the East |ndigo snake, and

13 there's many other species in the area, as the

14 pi ctures show.

15 The permt that was issued for discharge of

16 waste by the DES was flawed, and then a 404 permt
17 is required fromthe Corps of Engineers for

18 desi gnat ed areas of federal wetlands. Monroe Tract
19 application incorrectly identifies the water as

20 flowng into the Wight River when it actually

21 flows into the Monkey John Swanp, which eventually
22 goes through the culvert under 17, and into the

23 Back River, as well as our federally protected

24 wildlife preserve.

25 It's for these reasons, the loss of wildlife,
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1 quality of water, |oss of the physical Osprey Lake,
2 the | oss of home val ues, property taxes, and the
3 | oss of community, that we ask that the sand pit
4 not be approved. Thank you.
5 l"msorry. | forgot one thing. The pictures
6 that | provided to the court stenographer and the
7 board are in black and white, because |I'm hoping
8 that, unlike the pictures, they won't be a dark
9 menory of what lives in and around our | akes.

10 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER:  Lorrai ne Wite Bond? Do you
11 still -- okay.

12 M5. BOND: CGood eveni ng.

13 (Responses fromthe crowd.)

14 M5. BOND: My nane is Lorraine, L-o-r-r-a-i-n-e, Wite,

15 Wh-i-t-e, Bond, B-o-n-d. And | live at 2289 Levy
16 Road. M statenent here is based on living

17 actually on Levy Road. kay. For the past year or
18 nore, my tranquility and the tranquility of ny

19 nei ghbors has been destroyed. Levy is a quiet --
20 was a quiet residential area that has been turned
21 into an industrial park. |magi ne how many | oads of
22 dirt it takes to expand H ghway 17 fromtwo | anes
23 to four lanes. And that's not the only project

24 that these trucks are supplying. Day after day,

25 back and forth, to fill the demand of the -- of the
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1 dirt needed to finish the project.
2 The other problemis that the community has
3 had squirrels and rabbits and deer that ran through
4 our yards. But they are disappearing because the
5 tearing down of the trees, the clearing of the
6 | and, and the digging of the dirt, is taking away
7 t heir hones and food.

8 The problens that we are having with the first
9 under ground m ning project are the trucks have no
10 regard to the speed limt. They drive so fast that

11 | personally put ny blinkers on alnost a half a

12 mle away fromny house if they're behind ne before
13 | reach ny property so that they will slow down and
14 not ramthe back of ny car when | turn into ny

15 driveway. The real danger of speeding dunp trucks

16 with heavy loads, it can lead to the dunp truck to

17 turn over if there is a shift in the weight.

18 The noise fromthe trucks flying from--

19 flying by is an issue. M house sits back fromthe
20 road, and in the past | was in the back of ny

21 house, | never heard the traffic. But now | do

22 hear the traffic of the trucks.

23 The air is polluted fromthe exhaust com ng

24 fromthe trucks and the sand that is seeping off

25 the side of the trucks that don't have covers.
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1 There's a famly that lives directly across from
2 the pit with their young toddl ers who can only cone
3 outside to play when the pit is closed, because the
4 sand flying -- flying around and the noise of the
5 trucks. It makes it unsafe for the children -- not
6 for those -- not just those children, but all the
7 children in the nei ghborhood.
8 The cars that travel the road daily are
9 constantly collecting dust on their cars,
10 especially after it rains when the sand gets nuddy
11 and then gets dusty when it -- when it dries.
12 Now the City of Hardeeville and Monroe has the
13 audacity to cone back to request a permt for
14 anot her pit behind another set of hone that']l
15 still have to use Levy Road to enter and exit and
16 create nore danage to the community. The road
17 doesn't even seem w de enough to be able to fit two
18 trucks side by side.
19 | have a question. | know that you have
20 aerial views. This is for SCDES/ DHEC. | know t hat
21 you have aerial views of whole state -- of the
22 whol e state, but do you have people from your
23 of fice come to the neighborhood to see if it is an
24 appropriate area to put these pits in? To see if
25 it is a appropriate place to put -- your property
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10

11 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWYER: Jennifer White?

12 M5. WVHHTE: |I'mJennifer Wiite, Wh-i-t-e. | live at --
13 in Gsprey Lake. In addition to being a menber of
14 the community, I'malso on the Homeowner's

15 Associ ation Board. So for those of mny neighbors
16 who have spoken tonight, 1'malso here representing
17 t hose who were not able to be here or chose not to
18 speak. After reviewi ng the application when we

19 becane aware of it earlier this year, we had

20 initially concerns about the extrene potenti al

21 i npact to our nei ghborhood and surroundi ng

22 nei ghbor hoods due to the flooding -- the potenti al
23 for flooding. It's very significant; we're a

24 smal l er community, but that should be irrel evant.
25 Qur homes woul d be danaged by the flooding.

value will go down 38 percent if you live within
three mles of the pit. This turnout tonight is
fantastic. And for a couple of nonths we' ve been
trying to get to -- to as many people as we

possi bly could. Levy Linehouse Bellinger Hil
Community has a web site -- no, not -- not a
website -- a Facebook page, and you can pl ace
information on it all the tine, so check it out.
And | do not want themto do this pit either. Save

Levy.
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1 W're too close to a small |ake that is not very
2 deep and that would be inpacted by this.
3 "' m concerned about the responses that |I heard
4 earlier tonight fromthe DES in regard to fl oodi ng.
5 ' m concerned that the response was, if your hone
6 is flooded, you need to contact the appropriate
7 peopl e (indiscernible).
8 Qur concern, our stance here is that we need
9 to be proactive and consider what wll happen in
10 all likelihood, and not cone back and try to
11 mtigate damage, wth or without flood insurance,
12 that sounds |ike we may not be able to get. W
13 need to be proactive and say, if this is going to
14 happen, to what extent and degree is it going to
15 i npact our homes? And if it's going to be to the
16 extent that it will cause financial or personal
17 damage to ourselves and our property, it nust be
18 deni ed.
19 We're al so very concerned about the
20 di spl acenent of wldlife. Thank you, Vill, for
21 sharing so many pictures. | also have persona
22 pi ctures on ny cell phone of a bald eagle and an
23 eagl et, actually, a young one fishing and catching
24 fish inour little lake. Hard to believe in such a
25 small community right outside a, you know, | arger
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1 nmetropolitan area |i ke Savannah or even Bl uffton,
2 but | have those pictures. They -- so to deny that
3 that wildlife is here is absurd. It's wong. It
4 just tells ne that insufficient diligence or |ack
5 of due diligence was done in the evaluation of this
6 permt. It may or may not be the responsibility of
7 the South Carolina Departnent of Environnental
8 Services to do all of those evaluations. But in
9 the process of permtting, sonebody needs to ensure
10 that the appropriate agencies are involved and that
11 did not happen; that very clearly has not happened.
12 So | saw that a note was nade and to eval uate
13 di scharge volunmes of water after Vil nmade a note
14 about his calculations. The fact that that hadn't
15 been considered to this point before tonight also
16 incredibly irresponsible in our opinion. Just
17 irresponsible if you haven't considered how much
18 wat er nmay be punped out. And again, if it's not
19 the responsibility of the South Carolina Departnent
20 of Environnental Services, whose is it and why
21 wasn't it done? Because if that isn't part of the
22 application review process, then what's being
23 revi ewed?
24 Anot her concern is that sone of the zoning.
25 It was brought up in a corment that the zoning
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1 initially was back on determned to ne -- or the
2 zoning was determned to be residential. And
3 Hardeeville, the Cty of Hardeeville was contacted
4 and approved this application to nove forward
5 because of the Hardeeville zoning. Osprey Lake, at
6 | east, is not part of Hardeeville. W are not
7 i ncorporated. W are part of Jasper County. That
8 again is something that should ve cone up in an
9 application revi ew process.
10 So to say the Hardeeville was al ready approved
11 this -- they won't even let ne get an -- they won't
12 even approve an application of mne to be part of
13 the rec center because |I'mnot a Hardeeville
14 resident. So that's another |ack of
15 responsi bility.
16 So anyway, | don't want to go on. W have the
17 same concerns that many ot hers have brought up.
18 What |1've heard a lot tonight is -- fromthe South
19 Carolina Departnent of Environnmental Services is
20 t hat we have processes that we can follow to
21 mtigate our damages should this m ne be approved
22 and these damages becone realized. That's not
23 acceptable. 1t's not acceptable to try and
24 mtigate danages after the fact when we can
25 justifiably predict that they will, in fact,
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1 happen. And in this case they absolutely have

2 al ready happened. And fromwhere I"'msitting | can

3 see that flooding in your yard and that is

4 catastrophic. | nmean it's just terrible. So |

5 encourage that this be turned down on behalf of the

6 Gsprey Lake nei ghbor hood.

7 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: All right. Next up is Phillip

8 FI exon?

9 MR, FLEXON: This wll be in the back, but | encourage
10 people to -- to look at this. It's Phillip -- it's
11 Phillip Flexon, F-l-e-x-0-n, first name is Phillip
12 with two Ls, P-h-i-I-I-i-p. And welcone fell ow
13 Levy neighbors. | too have been a resident of Levy
14 for 25 years. And before | start ny -- what |
15 want ed to di scuss sinply about -- about this mne,
16 | wanted to rem nd the nmenbers of the panel of
17 South Carolina DES that you are bound by law to
18 foll ow South Carolina Code, |egal code, 40-28-70.
19 | believe another menmber here nentioned that,

20 specifically Item4. Because you -- there seens to
21 be al ways a tendency for everyone to say, "Wll,

22 it"s not me ; it's that -- that departnent or that
23 departnment. It's not ny responsibility.” And you
24 don't put any references to | and val ues and house
25 values. So | specifically wish to state ny
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1 objection to the proposed Monroe sand quarry
2 application as it poses a hazardous drop in hone
3 val ues surrounding the mne, and | wish to refer a
4 little nore specifically to the Professor D ane
5 Hite of Auburn University and her numerous studies
6 about mining in ny letter in great detail, which
7 you already have. But Dr. Hite perfornmed studies
8 in 2006 to 2017 that included 21,441 homes in Chio
9 and New York, which showed -- as you've al ready
10 heard -- honmebuyers can | ose up to 38 percent if
11 they're i medi ately adjacent, and they go out three
12 mles. Now here's -- here's the mne. | -- |
13 could only fit -- | could only fit about 2.2 mles,
14 you see the dashed Iine? There's probably 200
15 homes, 300 homes, that this mne will inpact the
16 val ue.
17 Now, in addition to her studies, she -- again
18 she showed that -- that the 5 percent |oss at three
19 mles, and up -- be up to 38 percent. She had sone
20 -- sone push back in 2017. She coll aborated with
21 two outstandi ng mat hematicians who did a very
22 sophi sticated autoregressive analysis with the data
23 that would -- nmade her data and her results 