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Structural Controls 

Structural water quality control structures are recommended for use with a wide variety of land uses and 

development types. These controls have demonstrated the ability to effectively treat runoff volume to 

reduce the amounts of pollutants discharged to the downstream system. Structural storm water quality 

controls are classified into the following categories: 

General Application Controls 

General application structural controls are recommended for use in a wide variety of application 

situations. These structural controls have demonstrated the ability to effectively treat water quality 

volumes and are presumed to be capable of removing 80 percent of the total suspended solids (TSS) load 

typically found in urban post-development runoff.  

Limited Application Controls 

Limited application structural controls are those that are recommended only for limited use for special site 

or design conditions. Generally, these practices can not alone achieve 80 percent TSS removal goal and 

are intended for hotspots for specific land use constraints or conditions. Limited application controls may 

be used within a system of water quality controls and are very effective pre-treatment structures for the 

General Application Controls. Limited application structural controls should be designed and used only in 

development situations where regular maintenance is guaranteed.  


