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Planning Process, Technical, and Policy, Legislative, 
and Regulatory Recommendations

The RBC can make specific recommendations at both a basin-wide 

and state level. These recommendations could include:

1. Suggestions for improving the river basin planning process;

2. Considerations for additional technical information or tools; and

3. Potential changes to state policy or to the existing regulatory or 

legislative environment that would benefit the water planning process.
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River Basin Planning Process Recommendations 

Planning process recommendations may include, but are not limited to:

 Changes to the RBC membership, bylaws, meeting schedules, or 

procedures

 Ideas to improve communication among RBCs and other groups

 Funding needs and sources of funding

 Improvements to the public outreach process

 Implementing the River Basin Plan and continued RBC activities and 

actions
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Green, Yellow, Red Bucket Approach

• Recommendation 

needing only 

minor revision(s)

• Clear RBC 

consensus

• Not full RBC support

• May revisit to see if 

consensus can be 

achieved with 

revisions 

• Minimal RBC 

support

• No clear path to 

consensus

• Drop
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River Basin Planning Process Recommendations 
Proposed Recommendation based on the July RBC discussion about communication 

and public engagement:

 RBCs should develop and implement an engagement plan to improve awareness and 

build support for the recommendations, actions, and strategies identified in the River 

Basin Plan. The engagement plan should:

 Identify target audiences. Early engagement with elected officials is important. Engagement 
with groups outside of the “water” space should also be considered. The Association of 
Counties and SC Manufacturers Association may be a worthwhile target audience.

 Identify the means and methods for engagement. For example, digital methods including 
social media may be especially effective with certain audiences. 

 Leverage existing mechanisms like the joint SCAWWA/WEASC Public Information Officers 
Committee and other water advocacy groups to help with messaging. 

RBCs should consider the formation of subcommittees to lead the engagement effort. 

Additional subcommittees may be formed for engagement with elected officials or other 

specific groups.
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River Basin Planning Process Recommendations 
Proposed Recommendations based on the July RBC discussion about RBC composition, 

recruitment, meetings, and collaboration:

 Elected officials should be invited and considered to participate on the RBCs as part of 

the Local Government water interest category. The Local Government water interest 

category is one of the least represented categories, and having elected officials 

participate in the process would add a new voice.

 SCDES should develop a strategy for maintaining membership and sustaining the RBCs 

At least annually, SCDES should review the interest category representation of each 

RBC and attempt to identify individuals to represent missing or under-represented 

interest categories. Manufacturing is an interest category that is not well represented 

but may be important. 
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River Basin Planning Process Recommendations 
Proposed Recommendations based on the July RBC discussion about RBC composition, 

recruitment, meetings, and collaboration:

 Following development of the initial River Basin Plans, the RBCs should work with SCDES 

to identify the scope of future RBC activities and help develop funding needs and 

requests.

 Future water planning efforts should consider increased collaboration between all of 

South Carolina’s RBCs. At least one or two statewide RBC meetings should be held 

annually. Consideration should also be given to annual meetings between NC, SC, and 

GA regional water planning groups which share their water resources.

 Holding regular meetings for all interested groups statewide to provide opportunities to 

work together
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River Basin Planning Process Recommendations 
Proposed Recommendation based on the July RBC discussion about Development of the 

State Water Plan:

 A Committee consisting of representatives from each RBC should be established to help 

SCDES identify and prioritize recommendations that were made in each River Basin 

Plan, for inclusion in the State Water Plan. (see highlight below for proposed 

replacement)

 During 2025, the RBCs should initiate and coordinate discussions with SCDES to begin 

the process of updating the State Water Plan. 

 Initiate discussions to help identify objectives of the Plan update process and formalize how 
the RBCs can participate in and meaningfully contribute to development of the Plan.

 At least one member of each RBC should be included on the state steering 

committee established to replace PPAC.
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River Basin Planning Process Recommendations 
Proposed Recommendations based on the July RBC discussion about funding:

 The South Carolina Legislature should authorize recurring funding for state water 

planning activities, including river basin planning. Currently, nearly all the funding for 

the river basin planning process has come from the legislature.

 A grant program should be established to help support the implementation of the 
actions and strategies identified each RBC’s River Basin Plan. One example is Georgia’s 

Regional Water Plan Seed Grant Program which supports and incentivizes local 

governments and other water users as they undertake their Regional Water Plan 

implementation responsibilities.

The US RBC will hear from GA EPD Seed Grant Program representatives at our October RBC Meeting. 

In the meantime, you can learn more about them by visiting:
https://epd.georgia.gov/outreach/grants/regional-water-plan-seed-grant-funds

Note that these recommendations, if they are kept in some form, may fit better 
in the Policy, Legislative and Regulatory category of recommendations.
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