
Water

Clean water and healthy environments begin with understanding actions that help prevent
pollution. Watershed plans recommend the Best Management Practices (BMPs) that can help
reduce and prevent pollutants entering waterways from point and nonpoint sources. 

Below is a list of frequently used on-the-ground BMPs recommended in watershed plans to
address the common nonpoint source pollutants of nutrients, bacteria and sediment.
Download the U.S. EPA’s Pollution Load Estimation Tool (PLET) BMP descriptions and
pollutant efficiencies document (both available at epa.gov) for more information regarding
nutrient and sediment loading. While many of these BMPs may help reduce bacteria loading,
these benefits are not quantified through PLET. 

The list below is not exhaustive, and additional BMPs may be included in watershed plans as
appropriate. 

Best Management Practices: 
Preventing Common Nonpoint Source Pollutants

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-04/BMP_Description_revised%203-9-23_final%20with%20alt%20text_508.pdf
https://ordspub.epa.gov/ords/grts/r/grtsadm/files/static/v287/BMP%20Efficiency%20References%20Doc%20082023.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/


In addition to “on-the-ground" BMPs, watershed plans often include local or statewide policy
recommendations and/or recommendations for education and outreach campaigns to help
communities address nonpoint sources of pollution.  

*Watershed plan recommendations are made by the authors of the plan and do not necessarily
reflect the views of SCDES. 

Visit des.sc.gov/NPS for additional information and resources to reduce and prevent nonpoint
source pollution in South Carolina's waterways.
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