
To view GIS files using ArcGIS Earth 

Step 1: Download and install the ArcGIS Earth software. To do that, go to this website and 
click on the ‘Download the free app’ button: https://www.esri.com/en-
us/arcgis/products/arcgis-earth/overview.  It will launch a new ‘downloads’ webpage. 
ArcGIS Earth is available as a desktop app (Windows) or mobile app (iOS and Android). The 
desktop version is recommended. Click on the ‘Get it from Microsoft’ button. The Microsoft 
webpage will open. Click ‘Download’. Once it completes downloading, click on the .exe file 
(ArcGIS_Earth_Installer.exe) to install the software. The .exe file should be located in your 
Downloads folder.  A dialog box may pop up and ask if you want to run this file.  Click ‘Run’.  
An install dialog box will walk you through the installation.  Accept the default settings and 
keep clicking Next or Accept until you reach the end of installation.  

Step 2: Download the data from the Beachfront Jurisdictional Line application located at 
this link: https://gis.des.sc.gov/shoreline/.  To do that, click on ‘Downloads and Links’ in 
the upper right-hand corner and select the data of interest. This will download a 
compressed (zipped) folder.  Unzip the folder.  To unzip, locate the zipped folder in your 
Downloads folder, right click on the folder, and select ‘Extract All’ from the menu. You can 
either extract the files to your downloads folder (default) or select a different folder by 
clicking ‘Browse’. Then click ‘Extract’. 

Step 3:  Open the ArcGIS Earth program. It will prompt you to take a tour of the application. 
You can walk through the tutorial or click ‘Skip’. 

Step 4: Add Data. Click on the + symbol in the upper left to open and view the data you 
downloaded (outlined in yellow below). 
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Step 5: Click on ‘Add Files’.  Click on ‘Select Files’. 

 

Step 6:  Navigate to your Downloads folder (or wherever you saved the extracted data) and 
open the data folder of interest.  Select the data files you would like to add to the viewer.  
Once they are highlighted, Click ‘Open’. The data will be added to the map and zoom to the 
South Carolina coast. 

Step 7: To zoom in to a specific location, click the search icon (magnifying glass) in the 
upper right corner. Type in the location/address in the search box and click on the correct 
location from the drop down. You can also use your mouse to pan and zoom. 

Step 8: To view additional data attributes, click on the point or line segment to view a pop-
up of the attributes. 

Step 9:  To turn files on and off, click on the legend symbol (outline in red below), and use 
the check boxes to turn layers off/on. 

 

For additional information about the ArcGIS Earth app, visit Esri’s Resources page: 
https://doc.arcgis.com/en/arcgis-earth/get-started/ui-overview.htm 

https://doc.arcgis.com/en/arcgis-earth/get-started/ui-overview.htm

