DRAFTING NOTICES 7

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
CHAPTER 61
Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Sections 44-55-10 et seq., 48-6-10 et seq., and 2023 Act No. 60, effective July
1,2024

Notice of Drafting:

The Department of Environmental Services (Department) proposes amending R.61-58, State Primary Drinking
Water Regulations. This amendment will adopt federal regulations in order to maintain State primary
enforcement responsibility for public water systems in South Carolina.

Interested persons may submit comment(s) on the proposed amendments to Doug Kinard of the Bureau of Water;
South Carolina Department of Environmental Services, 2600 Bull Street, Columbia, S.C. 29201; or via email to
Doug.Kinard@des.sc.gov. To be considered, the Department must receive comments no later than 5:00 p.m. on
February 23, 2026, the close of the Notice of Drafting comment period.

Synopsis:

Pursuant to S.C. Code Section 44-55-10 et seq. and 2023 Act No. 60, the Department is authorized to promulgate
regulations governing the design, construction, operation, and maintenance of public water systems in the State.
The Department proposes amending R.61-58, State Primary Drinking Water Regulations, to adopt federal
regulations commonly referred to as the Revised Consumer Confidence Report Rule.

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) promulgated the Revised Consumer Confidence
Report Rule on May 24, 2024. This rule revised applicable portions of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR),
at 40 CFR Parts 141 and 142, to establish updated minimum requirements related to reports that community
water systems must provide to their customers.

Pursuant to 40 CFR Part 142, States are required to adopt drinking water regulations no less stringent than
federally promulgated national primary drinking water regulations in order to maintain State primary
enforcement responsibility for public water systems. Accordingly, the Department proposes to amend R.61-58
to adopt the requirements of the Revised Consumer Confidence Report Rule.

The Administrative Procedures Act, S.C. Code Section 1-23-120(H)(1), exempts these amendments from
General Assembly review, as the Department proposes these amendments for compliance with federal law.

South Carolina State Register Vol. 50, Issue 1
January 23, 2026



