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1 PROCEEDI NG

2 DERRI CK STANLEY: Good eveni ng, once again. The tinme

3 is now 7:00 p.m on Tuesday, May 7th, 2024 and this

4 public hearing will now begin. This public hearing

5 is being held by the South Carolina Departnent of

6 Heal t h and Environnental Control, also known as

7 DHEC, to accept comments and supporting information

8 on the application submtted by Adrain Sand, LLC,

9 to mne sand and clay at a 52.3 acre site |ocated
10 on Chow Lane in Horry County, approximtely eight
11 m | es northeast of Conway, South Carolina.

12 This is a formal proceeding and DHEC st af f

13 wi Il not be responding to questions or conments.

14 Comment s nade tonight are being recorded and wil |

15 be included in a witten transcript prepared by the

16 certified court reporter seated to ny right. The

17 transcript will serve as the official record of

18 this public hearing and will be posted on DHEC s

19 webpage when avail abl e.

20 Again, nmy nane is Derrick Stanley and I'1I1

21 serve as your Hearing O ficer tonight. Thank you

22 for taking the time to be here for this inportant

23 step in DHEC s permtting process. | would al so

24 like to wel cone and thank any m ning

25 representatives, |ocal governnment officials, or
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1 menbers of your |egislative del egati on who nay be

2 in attendance toni ght to hear your conments.

3 I mentioned our webpage a nonent ago. DHEC

4 has created this webpage for online access to

5 i nformati on about the proposed m ne. That webpage
6 address www. scdhec. gov\ Adri anSandCl ay. | encourage
7 you to visit this webpage for additiona

8 i nformation and future updates.

9 Before | go over how we'll proceed, there are
10 a couple itens that | would like to address.

11 First, | would ask that you pl ease silent your
12 cell phones or other electronic devices so that

13 others are not disturbed during this hearing.

14 Next, if you have not already done so, |

15 encourage each of you to sign the attendance sheet
16 | ocated at the sign-in table so that we have a

17 conpl ete record of everyone here tonight. W have
18 asked for your mailing or email address on the

19 sign-in sheet so that we know how to notify you of
20 future information regarding this proposed m ne.
21 Finally, you should have recei ved an agenda
22 when you signed in. The agenda shows the steps of
23 this hearing and includes mailing information if
24 you would like to submt witten coments after
25 toni ght.
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1 The permitting process at DHEC begi ns when an
2 application is received for one or nore
3 environnental permts. During this process, an
4 appl i cant nmust show that its proposed operation can
5 conply with all applicable state and federa
6 regul ations. These regul ations have been witten
7 to ensure that human health and the environnment are
8 pr ot ect ed.

9 In addition to review ng the application,
10 DHEC s role is to wite and, if issued, enforce
11 permts that neet the requirenents of the
12 regul ati ons.
13 You al so have a role in DHEC s permtting
14 process. That's what brings us here tonight, to
15 recei ve your coments formally for the record.
16 Al t hough a final permt decision cannot be
17 made based on a vote or how many people say the
18 same thing, your coments are inportant and may
19 provi de DHEC staff with additional things to
20 consi der before a final decision is made. Comments
21 and concerns given here tonight, as well as those
22 submtted in witing by the end of the public
23 comrent period, are wel coned and encour aged.
24 A presentation on the proposed mne and DHEC s
25 permtting process was provided by Katelyn MIIls of
803.749.8100
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1 DHEC s M ning and Recl amati on Section during the

2 public neeting held at 6 p.m This presentation

3 wi || be nmade avail abl e on our webpage before the

4 end of the public comment period.

5 W will now nove on to the order in which we

6 will proceed with this hearing. A brief statenent
7 about the proposed mne will be read for the record
8 by Katelyn MIls. | will then begin the public

9 conment portion of the evening by randomy calling
10 on those who indicated on the sign-in sheet that

11 you would like to make a comment. |If you have

12 deci ded that you no | onger wish to conment when you
13 are called on, you may decline at that tine.

14 Finally, I will give anyone who has not had a
15 chance to speak the opportunity to make their

16 comments. After all comments have been heard, |

17 will make closing remarks and this public hearing
18 wi || be adj ourned.

19 For everyone to have fair and equa
20 opportunity to participate tonight and to ensure
21 that we proceed in a tinely and effective nmanner,
22 the follow ng four guidelines have been
23 est abl i shed.
24 First, there will be no questions or answers
25 during or after the presentation or any comment.
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1 Second, your commrents should not go over three
2 m nutes per individual or five mnutes for elected
3 officials and those speaki ng on behalf of an
4 organi zed group. | wll gently remnd you if you
5 do not conclude your comments at that tine. |If you
6 are not able to present your comments within the
7 allotted tinme, please renmenber that you may submt
8 themto DHEC in witing by the close of the public
9 conment peri od.

10 Third, please be respectful towards anyone

11 speaki ng here tonight and followthe tinme limt

12 t hat has been set. You each have a uni que and

13 val ued perspective. No one conment is considered

14 nore inportant than another.

15 And fourth, please do not interrupt or ask

16 ot her participants to respond to your coments.

17 Shoul d any comments or actions begin to nove

18 away fromthe intent of this hearing, | may ask the

19 speaker to limt their statements and be seat ed.

20 I will now call on Katelyn MIls to read a

21 brief statement about the mine operating permt

22 application.

23 KATELYN M LLS: Thank you. On Novenber 9th, 2023,

24 Adrian Sand, LLC, submtted a mne operating permt

25 application to mne sand and clay in Horry County.
803.749.8100
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1 The proposed nmine has a total permtted area of
2 52. 3 acres consisting of 29.3 acres of affected
3 area and 23 acres of buffer. There's no proposed
4 processing on site. The reclamation plan proposes
5 to reclaimthe site as a | ake or pond and
6 gr assl ands.
7 DERRI CK STANLEY: Thank you, Katelyn. As we
8 transition to the comment portion of this public
9 hearing, | would like to reiterate that DHEC staff
10 are here to listen to your conments. Answers or
11 responses to questions will not be provided
12 tonight. Al coments made during this hearing are
13 bei ng recorded.
14 If you' re unable to conplete your conments
15 within the three-mnute allotted time, you may
16 submit themin witing through the end of the
17 public comment on Wednesday, May 22nd, 2024.
18 W will now hear fromthose of you who
19 i ndicated on the sign-in sheet that you would |ike
20 to make a conmment. You'll be called upon in random
21 order. Please clearly state and spell your nane
22 for the court reporter before you begi n speaking.
23 PUBLI C COMMENTS
24 DERRI CK STANLEY: M. Andrew Bi ggi n?
25 ANDREW BI GG N: My nanme is Andrew Biggin
803.749.8100
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1 B-1-GGI-N, and sonme of nmy concerns woul d be sone
2 envi ronnental issues about the wildlife. W have
3 grandki ds and we're al ways outside seeing what's
4 going on. | know there's wildlife in the area
5 there. That could be a threat to their habitat.

6 Ckay, the length of the mne permt was ny

7 concern. Even though there is a reclamation that's

8 goi ng to happen, that could be 20, 30 years,

9 depending on how long it takes. |'mwondering if
10 the existing mne, as areas are conplete, they're
11 going to be turned, reclamated [sic] at that point
12 or when the whole nmne is conplete.

13 Let's see. The noise and dust, of course, is
14 al ways a problem W hear the tailgates of the
15 trucks now that are going on the site that's
16 exi sting.
17 Al'so, the road, there's a slight dinple in the
18 road that Horry County only filled and not really
19 repaired. That could be an issue with trucks going
20 back and forth constantly.
21 | al so was wondering if there was going to be
22 any kind of site safety person. There's all these
23 regul ations and rules that we're being told are
24 going to exist. |Is there sonebody on site, like a
25 saf ety guy, soneone that has credential s?

803.749.8100
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1 | had a 30-hour class | had to take to be on a
2 construction site and there was a safety guy on
3 site. There's hearing protection, eye protection,
4 different rules for a mning site, but will there
5 be sonebody there to make sure all this is being
6 done properly? Thank you
7 DERRI CK STANLEY: Thank you, M. Biggin. Betty and
8 Billy Bryant?

9 Bl LL BRYANT: My nane is Billy Bryant, B-I-L-L-Y,

10 B-R-Y-A-NT. | live at 4985 Chow Lane. M whol e-

11 hearted concern is | run a furniture factory down

12 there. |It's adjoining where this thing's going to

13 be put. [|'ve got a lot, a whole |ot of furniture.

14 I can't have that dust all over the place. Now,

15 you say you'll bring water trucks and water it

16 down. That's been tried and that don't worKk.

17 W' ve had so nuch trouble down there that it's

18 pitiful.

19 | have a breathing problem | got enphysema

20 |"ve got other problens with ny lungs. | don't

21 need to be breathing that dust either. The reason

22 I"mtal king about the dust is one day a dunp truck

23 canme down the road real slow and it |ooked Iike a

24 cloud of dust and it all canme over to ny house and

25 ny shop. | have a canper sitting out there; |
803.749.8100
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1 ain't going to wash that thing every day. So, if

2 we get -- if y'all are putting the dust on it, |

3 figure you can clean it for ne then.

4 DERRI CK STANLEY: Thank you, M. Bryant. Terry and

5 Tamy Hol t ?

6 TAMWY HOLT: H, ny nane is Tamy Holt,

7 T-AA-MMY, HOL-T. W stay at the end of

8 Lunberj ack Lane, 4986 Lunberjack Lane. M/ mgjor

9 concern is our well; I don't want that to dry up.
10 We've got a pond; | don't want that to dry up. And
11 the road, getting in and out of there, because we
12 just got that thing paved; it hasn't been that

13 | ong, but anyway, it's just getting in and out of
14 t here.

15 And if we have a problemw th our punp -- with
16 our well, not our punp but our well, you know,

17 G and Strand Water & Sewer won't go up in there to
18 help us at all. So, we need to have water. Thank
19 you.
20 DERRI CK STANLEY: Thank you. Thank you, Ms. Holt.
21 Laur en Boot h?
22 LAUREN BOOTH: My name i s Lauren Boot h,
23 L-A-UREN BOOT-H | live at 5198 Adri an
24 H ghway, and | have several concerns. The first is
25 t he hydrol ogy changes of the area. So, with

803.749.8100
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1 m ning, there can be changes to the hydrol ogy,
2 which all of our houses pretty nmuch are on wells.
3 Hydr ol ogy changes can change the veins, dry up the
4 veins that all of our wells are drilled into and
5 we'd have to re-drill our wells. That's already
6 happened about 30, 40 years ago when Conway MIIs
7 drilled their well. Everybody's wells dried up in
8 the area. Everybody had to redrill their wells
9 deeper. So, that's one of ny nmain concerns.
10 The ot her concern is the second hydrol ogy
11 issue. | own Booth's Christrmas Tree Farm W
12 currently let Mother Nature do its work. W don't
13 have to irrigate or anything like that, but with
14 hydr ol ogy changes, it could change the waterflow in
15 the area. W border a swanp, so |'mworried about
16 t he hydrol ogy changes of that and we possibly
17 having to put in irrigation for nmy business. Us
18 being a small farm and only open 45 days of the
19 year, we can't afford to do that. So, that's
20 definitely an issue.
21 Gt her issues would be wildlife. W have lots
22 of endangered species, too, that | know were not
23 mentioned on your report. That is also a big
24 problemfor us. | think that's all
25 DERRI CK STANLEY: Thank you, Ms. Booth. Monica
803.749.8100
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1 Whal en?
2 MONI CA VWHALEN: H, ny name is Monica and I'mthe
3 staff attorney with the South Carolina
4 Envi ronnmental Law Project or SCELP for short.
5 SCELP has a duty to exam ne the proposal to convert
6 around 30 acres of undevel oped land into a | arge
7 sand m ning operation, roughly the size of 25
8 football fields. W are glad that the |aw all ows
9 us to have the opportunity to voice our concerns
10 about this project.
11 Toni ght, SCELP is asking DHEC to deny this
12 application or to at |east inpose stricter
13 conditions. Even though mning permts are granted
14 or denied by the State, DHEC is given the | ega
15 authority to do so by the South Carolina M ning
16 Act. The Mning Act states that DHEC shall deny a
17 mning permt when it will have undue adverse
18 effects on wildlife, violate the standards of
19 groundwater quality, or will constitute a
20 substantial physical hazard to a nei ghboring house.
21 Thi s proposed m ne seens to check all those boxes,
22 and we should not do this project in a bubble but
23 consider all the inpacts to nearby residents as
24 they're in between two mnes and al so near a
25 growi ng i ndustrial park.
803.749.8100
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1 Not ably, SCELP is concerned about the
2 possibility of dewatering of wells. Adrian Sand
3 boldly stated in their individual operating permt
4 application that the mning will not adversely
5 i npact any residential water wells due to the
6 di stance and |imted groundwater drawdown. That
7 sounds good, but after |ooking through all the
8 docunents provided by DHEC, | saw that there wasn't
9 any groundwater nonitoring plan or any proof to
10 back up their claim DHEC should at |east require
11 a groundwat er nonitoring plan.
12 Additionally, they need sone sort of
13 contingency plan in case their wells or any other
14 groundwat er i npacts occur. Mreover, as of now,
15 the m ne proposes to inplenent a property |ine and
16 wet| and buffers of only 50 feet. |In the past, DNR
17 has often recommended a 100 to 300 foot buffer
18 between mning activity and adj acent wetl ands to
19 enconpass and protect novenment of wldlife.
20 In 2018, in reference to their nost recent
21 coment letters, DNR said that the state-
22 t hreat ened species of the spotted turtle was
23 | ocated | ess than one-half mle fromthe proposed
24 project area and wetl| ands adjacent to Maple Swanp.
25 DNR recommended silt fencing to protect spotted
803.749.8100
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1 turtles with a proposed buffer distance of 100 to
2 300 feet. These are conditions that DHEC shoul d
3 maeke mandatory if they choose not to deny the

4 appl i cation.

5 To conclude, there are greater environnental
6 i mpacts associated with this project that the

7 applicant would not admt, and we would ask you

8 deny Adrian Sands' mning application or at |east
9 i mpose further conditions. Further, | wish to be
10 notified via ny email, which is Monica, MONI-C
11 A, @CELP.org. Thank you.

12 DERRI CK STANLEY: Thank you, Ms. Wal en.

13 COURT REPORTER: Moni ca, can | get your |ast nane
14 pl ease? Spell your |ast nane for the record.

15 MONI CA VWHALEN: Whal en, WH A-L-E-N

16 COURT REPORTER: WH A-L- E-N?

17 MONI CA VWHALEN: Yes.

18 COURT REPORTER: Thank you.

19 DERRI CK STANLEY: M. Trapper Fow er?

20 TRAPPER FOALER: Trapper Fow er, T-R-A-P-P-E-R

21 F-OWL-E-R | appreciate y'all hosting this

22 nmeeting tonight and giving us all the tinme to speak
23 and voi ce our concerns.

24 First off, I'mhere tonight representing the
25 Coastal Conservation League. That's who enpl oyees
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1 nme. As said, | ama certified wildlife biologist,
2 but 1'"'malso a private resident within this
3 vicinity. | live within a half-mle of this
4 proposed m ne
5 The spotted turtle record was actually in ny
6 yard. | reported that. | have pictures to prove
7 that in DNR s HD dat abase back when | was stil
8 wor ki ng for them
9 First and forenost, | just want to say that

10 this nmeeting should be reschedul ed. W need a

11 re-do. We expect and respectfully request this to

12 be reschedul ed due to several reasons. First, no

13 one fromour conmmunity was consulted regarding the

14 time, date, and location for this neeting or

15 heari ng.

16 | personally even recommended that the high

17 school at the end of Adrian H ghway, which is one

18 m|e away, be used as the location; yet, DHEC chose

19 this, and this is 7.4 mles away. | understand

20 there coul d have been sone scheduling conflicts,

21 but again you could have contacted us.

22 You al so chose a date that did not allow for

23 our state-elected officials nor our county counci

24 menbers to attend. It's the sane night as the

25 county council neeting, and our state officials are
803.749.8100
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1 still in session at the State House. They're
2 actually wapping that up. They're tied up and
3 can't be here, because | tal ked the two of them
4 thi s norni ng.
5 So, we will, of course, hear fromyou DHEC
6 that nost of these concerns addressed here tonight
7 by us to you are not under your purview and rather
8 is up to our county to enforce. Yet, you know here
9 in Horry County, we have zero zoning to control the
10 sites of mnes, and no m ning ordi nance since 2018.
11 So, why are we even here? What will actually
12 be acconplished tonight? Probably not a whole | ot
13 ' m guessi ng, because we need those officials to be
14 here, those el ecteds to be here. They should have
15 been contacted and we shoul d have been contact ed.
16 Reschedul e this neeting so that they can be here,
17 and this time around, consult with us, the
18 conmuni ty, perhaps consult with a conmunity based
19 organi zati on such as the Conservati on League.
20 Again, we are there to help. And | ast, | already
21 said that, but consult with our |legislators on the
22 day, tine, and |ocation so that they can all be
23 her e.
24 | know you do this in other counties, so why
25 didn't you do it for us? Just because there's not
803.749.8100
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1 250 comunity nmenbers like recently in Florence
2 County, doesn't mean that we don't deserve it.
3 We're just as inportant. | can assure you that the
4 health of the people living on Dots Court
5 sandwi ched in between two | arge m nes have
6 something to say, and their health matters just as
7 much as those in Charleston [sic] County, those 250
8 people. There was elected officials there, too.
9 ["1l continue on with other concerns given that
10 you're not likely to reschedule this nmeeting here.
11 Under the mning regul ations and act, mning
12 operations shall not be |located within
13 environnental |y sensitive habitats or where a
14 t hreat ened or endangered species are known to
15 exist. There are records for spotted turtles, and
16 they just happen to be state |isted as threatened.
17 They're also an at-risk species |listed up here at
18 the U S Fish & WIldlife Services. Wod storks,
19 which | think is what Ms. Booth was alluding to,
20 are also federally listed as threatened. Swall ow
21 tailed kites are state |listed as endanger ed.
22 They're all inthis area. | just entered in a
23 dat abase record for the wood storks, just because
24 happened to see one back on the 20th of Apri
25 sitting out in nmy yard. So, that is entered into
803.749.8100
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1 t he dat abase now, because | didn't want to enter it
2 wi thout a picture. So, it's in there.

3 Wiy were surveys and biol ogi cal assessnents

4 not done for these species, in addition to the

5 spotted turtles. They should be, and noving

6 forward, we would ask you to survey the mne site

7 for these species and follow the BWPs reconmended

8 by South Carolina DNR and US Fish & Wldlife

9 Servi ces accordingly.

10 DHEC doesn't regul ate how cl ose m nes can be

11 to each other is what | have been told by DHEC, but

12 perhaps this is a great exanple of why you shoul d

13 regulate it. | mean, here we have 10 hones

14 sandwi ched in between two | arge m nes and wet | ands.

15 Do y'all as staff and as experts really not have

16 any concern for these fol ks? Sink holes, |oss of

17 well water, quality of life, and health, would you

18 want to |live between two | arge m nes?

19 DERRI CK STANLEY: M. Fowl er, you' re exceeding five

20 m nut es.

21 TRAPPER FONLER: I"mgoing to keep going if | could.

22 DERRI CK STANLEY: NO.

23 TRAPPER FOALER: There's only a few people here

24 t oni ght .

25 DERRI CK STANLEY: Can we circle back around and get
803.749.8100
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1 the comments?
2 TRAPPER FONLER: I think that's ridicul ous.
3 DERRI CK STANLEY: Wll, | want tolimt it to five
4 m nutes. You ---
5 TRAPPER FONLER: We sat in Florence County in their
6 cafeteria for four hours and |l et way nore people
7 than 30 ---
8 DERRI CK STANLEY: Let me repeat, five mnutes for the
9 group you represented, and you have exceeded it.
10 TRAPPER FOMLER: That is ridiculous, and yet another
11 reason why we need to have this neeting again
12 DERRI CK STANLEY: kay, thank you. Thank you for your
13 comrents. Ray Deadducci a?
14 RAY DEADDUCCI A: Ray Deadduccia, it's RA-Y,
15 DE-A-D-DUGCCI-A 1'mone of them houses that
16 is sandwi ched in between the two mnes. | have 50
17 feet to where I'"mgoing to be hearing trucks, where
18 | also have dirt and dust that's going to be flying
19 into ny backyard. | have a son who has Down's
20 syndrome, who has a conprom sed respiratory system
21 as well as nyself with asthma. | don't think
22 you' ve concerned yoursel f about those issues at
23 all.
24 | really feel 50 feet is not sufficient, as
25 wel|l as the preposterous idea of sand, spraying
803.749.8100
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1 down the sand to keep dust down. It just doesn't
2 happen with the mne that's already existing. W
3 constantly have sand in our house, dirt on our
4 tables, and it's all because of the mnes. That's
5 all I have to say. Thank you
6 DERRI CK STANLEY: Thank you. Thank you, M.
7 Deadduccia. Do we have Jerry Wsenman? (Pause for
8 response.)
9 UNI DENTI FI ED MALE:  No.
10 DERRI CK STANLEY: Okay. Well, that concl udes everyone
11 who signed up to make a conment. Pl ease raise your
12 hand if you have not had the opportunity to speak
13 but would Iike to do so now. (Pause for response.)
14 Okay, renenber to state your nanme and spel
15 it.
16 REBECCA SALLEY: Rebecca Salley, R E-B-E-C C A
17 S-A-L-L-E-Y. (Good evening, ny nane is Rebecca
18 Sal l ey, and ny husband and | own property on Chow
19 Lane. My nother-in-law, Brenda Hel ns, al so owns
20 property on Chow Lane.
21 ' m speaki ng tonight to oppose the expansion
22 of the Adrian Sand mne. Aside fromthe noise and
23 dust nui sance and the issues that cone with that,
24 I"mal so concerned with the environnental issues.
25 Not only will the mne inpact the flora and fauna
803.749.8100

www.souther nrepor ting.net



Adrian Send. LL.C Adrian Sand/Clay Mine &/715024
1 of the local area, but the hydrol ogical effects
2 could be detrinmental to the surrounding farns,
3 wat er ways, and properties.
4 I find it very concerning that Horry County
5 does not maintain |ocal-Ilevel oversight for mning
6 i ke other counties of South Carolina. Florence,
7 Beaufort, and Charl eston are all neighboring
8 counties with nore aggressive oversight. This is
9 an issue that should matter to so many fol ks
10 because of the dangers that persist with this |ack
11 of care fromelected officials.
12 "' masking that the m ne expansi on be stopped
13 and for our elected officials, who are not here
14 toni ght because they can't be, to seek better
15 regul ati on and ordi nances to protect our wildlife,
16 our people that you' ve all heard from and our
17 i nvestments. Thank you.
18 DERRI CK STANLEY: Yes, sir?
19 JONATHAN CATC I"m Jonat han Cato, J-O-NA-T-H A-N,
20 CA-T-O Everything, basically, they've said, and
21 ' m concerned about the wildlife and other animals,
22 and the noise. | just have to say it again: |
23 don't think we need this. Thank you.
24 DERRI CK STANLEY: Thank you. Yes, sir?
25 CRAI G KENNEDY: My nane is Craig Kennedy, CGRA-1-G
803.749.8100
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1 K-E-NNN-E-DY. I'ma consultant working with

2 Adrian Sand assisting themin getting the mne

3 program | just wanted to just touch on a few of

4 the i ssues that have been raised. They're all

5 valid concerns. There's concerns for dust. There
6 are concerns for the water. These things, with any
7 ki nd of industrial activity that goes on, you are

8 going to generate those kinds of inmpact. But the

9 ot her part of that, too, is there's ways to

10 mtigate those. Fromthe standpoint of dust, you
11 know, you have water trucks that are used on

12 construction sites, on mne sites, and can be used
13 effectively.

14 You have other options, too. Particularly

15 along the haul road there next to the hones, you

16 can have a row of sprinklers that you could have a
17 nore continuous source of water on the, on the --
18 while the trucks are hauling. So, there's options
19 there that could be | ooked at and then use the nost
20 effective practice to keep the dust down.
21 As far as the noise, there is equiprment. From
22 a punp standpoint, you can build barriers around
23 the punps to mtigate the noise, to keep the noise
24 fromemanating out during the nighttinme. That can
25 be done very effectively.
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1 The concern about the hydrol ogy, the depth of
2 the water is only going to be 30 feet. | don't
3 think people drink water fromwells that are only
4 30 feet deep. | imagine your wells are nmuch deeper
5 than that and they're tapping into an aquifer nuch
6 deeper. Mning this shallow aquifer is not going
7 to i mpact people's wells.

8 So, if you've got a fairly good well, | nean,
9 | wouldn't have concerns about it. |In fact, | fee
10 pretty confident we're not going to inpact anyone's

11 well. Should that occur, the client is nore than

12 willing to replace that well, if that should occur

13 Comments have been made about concerns about

14 the spotted turtle and the wildlife. Certainly,

15 that's been sone of DNR s comments. They've

16 provided input to the mning programas to the type

17 of barrier that could be put up to keep the turtles

18 frommgrating into the di sturbed area during

19 m ni ng operations and stuff. W' IlIl follow their

20 reconmendations as far as putting the barriers up

21 and mai ntaining themto make sure the turtles are

22 not adversely inpacted.

23 Sonmebody nentioned a safety officer on site.

24 M ni ng operations cone under the Mne Safety &

25 Heal th Adm nistration. |If you are under MSHA, what
803.749.8100
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1 they call it, they have to go through m ner safety
2 training, 40 hours of initial training and then a
3 refresher once a year
4 So, all that cones under regul ations and
5 stuff, and they'll have to have people go through
6 m ner training, safety training. That's all
7 have. | just wanted to nention those options that
8 are out there that we can | ook at.

9 DERRI CK STANLEY: Thank you, M. Kennedy. And the

10 gentl eman in the back in the aqua shirt?

11 DONNY LUTZ: My name is DDONNY, L-UT-Z. | live on
12 Chow Lane. | have contacted Adrian Sand severa

13 times since |'ve had notice of this. | have to say
14 I'"'mnot a hundred percent against this. | think

15 I"d rather see sonething like this than 300 houses
16 go up if a devel oper buys it.

17 |"ve spoken with them several tinmes and

18 appreciate the fact that you put on the record

19 about the wells, about replacing themif sonething
20 were to happen
21 | just wanted to say that if everything that
22 I'"ve tal ked to them about, | take it, you know, if
23 you do approve this, | think that we at | east w |
24 be able to work with these guys and hopefully cone
25 up with a reasonabl e sol ution
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1 DERRI CK STANLEY: Thank you, M. Lutz. Did Il mss

2 anyone who ---

3 UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Should we circle back to Trapper?

4 DERRI CK STANLEY: No, I'"'mnot going to circle back.

5 This is for those who haven't had the opportunity

6 to speak.

7 UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: ( Speaking fromthe audience.) |

8 t hi nk everyone woul d agree for ---

9 COURT REPORTER: I"msorry; | need a nane.

10 UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: --- himto ---

11 (REPORTER S NOTE: UNI NTELLI G BLE CROSSTALK.)

12 COURT REPORTER: | have no idea.

13 (REPORTER S NOTE: UNI NTELLI G BLE CROSSTALK.)

14 COURT REPORTER: I, I can't get you if | don't know
15 your name and all. |If you want to be part of the
16 record, you'll need to have a m crophone and let ne
17 know who you are and what your statenent is.

18 DERRI CK STANLEY: Has everyone that had a conment, had
19 a chance to speak
20 UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: Trapper didn't finish.
21 DERRI CK STANLEY: Di d anyone have a conment t hat
22 didn't speak? And those who didn't get a chance to
23 finish, we have other ways to conmuni cate.
24 UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: (Unintelligible.)
25 COURT REPORTER: I really have no idea.
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1 UNIDENTI FI ED FEMALE: (Unintelligible.)

2 MARY DOZI ER: My nane is Mary Dozier. | live at

3 5000 Adrian Hi ghway, and my concern is about the

4 ol der people |like nme, and the kids, and this young
5 man here, and this |lady here that have health

6 issues that's living right in those 10 houses in

7 that area where that mne is going. They've

8 already got it in the backyard, and they have

9 problems already. So, now, if it cones in their

10 front yard, it's going to be nore problens, which
11 is going to be nore health issues.

12 Thi nk about the kids, little kids playing.

13 What are they going to have to do? Put on masks to
14 go out in the yard to play. At the rate that

15 they're going, we're going to have to put on masks
16 to clean our houses, because the dust will cone.

17 On top of that, they say they' re going to

18 water it down. He even said that they'll put

19 sprinklers. On 90, | got fam |y menbers and they
20 told themall of this, too, but they didn't do it.
21 And they had the forum too, but they didn't cone
22 through with it at all, and people had to | eave
23 their hones because of their health.
24 And just |ike Trapper said, down in Charleston
25 County, they don't do this. They do it around
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1 here. Around here, we're the poor, and when we got
2 the neeting, like he said, he had to go put -- he
3 was the one that went and put letters on our
4 mai | boxes, taped themto our mail boxes so we woul d
5 know where to cone. O herwi se, there wouldn't be a
6 nmeeting. ©Oh, there would be a neeting, but nobody
7 woul d be here.

8 So, | just want to say we don't want it, and

9 we are putting it out there just the way it is.

10 This is something we had no part of and we do not
11 want it. |I'mfinished. On, Mary Dozier, Mry

12 Dozier, DO Z-1-E-R

13 DERRI CK STANLEY: Anyone el se that hasn't had a chance
14 to speak? (Pause for response.) If not, we'll go
15 back to Trapper. Trapper Fow er?

16 TRAPPER FONLER: Do | need to spell ny name agai n?

17 COURT REPORTER: (I'ndi cates negatively.)

18 TRAPPER FONLER: Al right, | appreciate that. 1[|'d
19 like to recommend that you have the m ne applicant
20 conplete a sink hole and well survey study for
21 t hese honeowners. | think that's sonmething easy to
22 ask. If it's not going to inpact the wells, they
23 won't find anything.
24 Per haps consider neasuring the air quality
25 before, during, and after mning. Require |arger
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1 buffers between the m ne and the hones; 50 feet is
2 not hing, and a 6-foot bermis likely to do nothing
3 nore than visually screen, which is what M. Ray
4 said earlier. Screening their backyards, these
5 fol ks deserve nore.

6 | think it's interesting, tal king about the
7 buffers, that the phases of the m ne one through
8 five, it just so happens that four and five happen
9 to fall last, right behind the honmes. So, by that
10 point in the mning operation, it'll be too late to
11 work on anything, won't it, with the comunity?
12 It'll be too late to voice concerns and stop the
13 operation. So, maybe y'all ought think about re-
14 doing that. Start right behind those houses,
15 because that's where it's going to be the worst,
16 and see what the concerns are and work with the
17 honeowners.
18 The m ne applicants knew good and well the
19 materials there when they applied for a genera
20 permt. | think we can all agree on that. It's
21 been | ess than one year since their permt was
22 granted under a general permt if |I'mnot m staken
23 So, | believe the mne applicants told sonme of the
24 nei ghbors that they would be in and out wthin
25 three years with the general permt. You haven't
803.749.8100
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1 been here a year yet, and you're expanding to an
2 i ndi vidual permt mne.
3 Way not just start with the individual permt?
4 Let's be fair and let's be transparent. [|'m about
5 sick and tired of seeing people use the genera
6 permt as a foot in the door. Just be transparent;
7 that's all we're asking.
8 Let's see what else | got. What's the end
9 plan? This gentl eman back here, | appreciate his
10 conmments. Alittle bit different perspective, but
11 that's good. W need to hear everybody's
12 per spectives, because he's a neighbor, too. He
13 mentioned that he would rather see the mne than a
14 devel oper by it. If I'"'mnot m staken, the mne
15 applicant is a developer; he built the 14 houses
16 across the street fromit. So, what's the end
17 plan? Are they going to build houses here? Let's
18 be transparent about what we're doing; that's all
19 we' re aski ng.
20 The area in pictures via the inspection report
21 on 12/20/23 -- and |I'm guessing that's just for the
22 general permt, an inspection for that -- seened to
23 be void of natural undisturbed vegetation. It
24 | ooks to be primarily conposed of broom straw and
25 that's it. | don't think that's enough, even in
803.749.8100
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1 those pictures, to be sufficient as a buffer for
2 the existing wetlands. Maybe |'mgetting m xed up
3 Wi th those pictures, but that'd be nice to know.
4 You know, | haven't been on the site, but I
5 was also told there was no habitat for the bats
6 because all the trees have been cleared. So, if
7 all that's on the site is broomstraw and that's
8 the only natural buffer for 50 feet that we got,
9 that's not very nuch to strain out sedinent, and
10 produce, you know, water quality, decent water
11 quality. So, that's a concern
12 Why not go in there and naybe use sone
13 pol | i nator species and sone native plantings |like
14 DNR suggested? | also noticed in the reclamation
15 pl ans that you're using things |ess conducive when
16 you coul d be using these native plants. Wy not go
17 ahead and do that? Mke it right. DNR suggested
18 it; why not follow it?
19 You said you'd follow the BWMPs for the spotted
20 turtles. The answer to one of ny questions is
21 you'll follow the silt fencing BWMP versus staying
22 out of the area that's adjacent to the wetl ands
23 during those specified nonths. So, | appreciate
24 you clarifying that.
25 | think this mne should be held to a 20-foot
803.749.8100
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1 max i n depth. These people are concerned about
2 their wells. | was having a conversation with sone
3 DHEC f ol ks before the neeting, and they said
4 there's no concerns when you have a mne that's 20
5 to 30 feet deep, but after that you mght need to
6 do a well survey. So, if we're on the upper end of
7 that, 30 feet, why not go ahead and do the well
8 survey or stick to 20 feet?
9 | would also like to recormend, you know, on
10 the active mine viewer, it's show ng the King
11 Asphalt M ne, which is on the other side of these
12 fol ks on Dots court, is still active. What's the
13 deal there? Has it been fully reclained? If so,
14 why is it still listed as active?
15 "' m hearing sonme runors in the nei ghborhood
16 that they're still utilizing that site sonehow,
17 that there may be sone illegal burying of material
18 there. W'd like DHEC to look into that. | don't
19 know if that's actually happening, but it'd be nice
20 to reassure the comunity that it's not happeni ng.
21 And if it's not active, then close it down. Let
22 them go ahead and reclaimit. At least that would
23 be one mne away fromthese folks. They woul dn't
24 be trapped in by two.
25 Wth all that, we ask you to deny this permt
803.749.8100
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1 as it's currently proposed. W heard a lot from
2 their consultant about things they could do. You
3 know, "W could put down water sprinklers. W
4 could do this. W could do that." Then, why
5 aren't you doing it? Wy do you have to be asked
6 to do those things? Wy not just go ahead and do
7 theminitially.
8 W'd like to see you follow the BMW' s that DNR
9 suggested, not just for the spot turtles, but also
10 for the wood stork and also for the swallowtailed
11 kites, and the bat species they |isted.
12 We'd like you to follow the requests of the
13 community. Work with us. W're a small community.
14 It should be pretty easy to work with us.
15 | thank you for your tinme here tonight, but
16 pl ease know that | |eave here still extrenely
17 frustrated with the DHEC m ne permtting process,
18 and extrenely frustrated with the lack of community
19 engagenent on this permt in particular. | think
20 it's a shane. This neeting should be redone with
21 our elected officials here.
22 We shouldn't cut people off when we literally
23 have 20 people here. That just nmakes no sense to
24 me. We had 250 people in that cafeteria in
25 Fl orence, and we stayed there for hours. Thank
803.749.8100
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1 you.
2 DERRI CK STANLEY: Did | cover everyone? |Is there
3 anyone | eft who hasn't been heard so far? (Pause
4 for response.)
5 Wl |, since there are no attendees who woul d
6 i ke to speak, the comment portion of tonight's
7 public hearing is concl uded.
8 On behal f of DHEC, | would |ike to thank
9 everyone for com ng here tonight and giving us your
10 comments. Please note again that witten coments
11 may be submitted to DHEC t hrough Wednesday, May
12 22nd, 2024. Al witten comments received on or
13 before this date will be considered in DHEC s
14 deci si on- maki ng process. |If you have questions
15 about submtting witten coments after tonight,
16 pl ease see a DHEC staff nenber
17 DHEC s Bureau of Land & Waste Managenent wil |
18 review and consider all comments received and may
19 request additional information fromthe applicant
20 if necessary. A decision will then be nmade to
21 approve or deny the mine permt application and
22 m ne operating permt.
23 Once a final decision is nade, DHEC wil |
24 provide a summary response to all comments
25 received. The permt decision and sunmary response
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1 will be provided to everyone who signed in here
2 tonight, as well as to those who subnmitted witten
3 comrents during the public coment period.
4 The final permt decision and sumrary response
5 will also be posted on our webpage.
6 You have the right to request a final review
7 of any permt decision made by DHEC. The fina
8 revi ew request nust be submitted in witing to
9 DHEC s Clerk of the Board, along with a filing fee
10 in the anmount of $100, within 15 days after notice
11 of DHEC s permt decision has been nail ed.
12 Pl ease note that the appeal process wll
13 change effective July 1st, 2024. Should the permt
14 deci sion be nmade after this date, infornmation on
15 t he new appeal process will be provided with the
16 deci si on on our webpage.
17 You will receive notification of DHEC s perm t
18 deci sion by standard US nmail or by email. [If you
19 wish to be notified of DHEC s final decision by
20 certified mail instead, please nake your request in
21 witing no |ater than May 22nd, 2024.
22 I f you have questions or if you're interested
23 in the specific aspects of the proposed m ne,
24 pl ease reach out to any of our staff nenbers.
25 W' || be happy to begin a conversation with you.
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1 Finally, you should have received a survey
2 formwhen you signed in. W're interested in
3 know ng your thoughts and suggestions about what
4 you liked or didn't |ike about tonight's neeting
5 and hearing, and how we can inprove the way we
6 conmmuni cate and share information wth you. Please
7 take a nmonent to conplete the survey and | eave it
8 on the sign-in table before you | eave.
9 On behal f of DHEC, thank you again for your
10 attendance and your coments this evening. The
11 time is now 7:46 p.m and this public hearing is
12 of ficially adjourned.
13 (There being nothing further, the public
14 hearing was adjourned at 7:46 p.m)
15 (*This transcript may contain
16 quoted material. Such materia
17 is reproduced as read or quoted
18 by the speaker.)
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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STATE OF SOUTH CARCLINA )
) CERTI FI CATE
COUNTY OF HORRY )

BE I T KNOMW, that I, Cara-Leigh V. Richardson
took the foregoing proceedi ng and hereby attest:

That | was then and there a notary public in and
for the State of South Carolina-at-large and that by
virtue thereof | was duly authorized to adm ni ster an
oat h;

That the foregoing Public Hearing was taken down
by me and reduced to witten form by neans of Stenonmask
w t h backup;

That the foregoing transcript represents a true,
accurate, and conplete transcription of said Public
Hearing at the tinme and place aforesaid to the best of
ny skill and ability;

That | amneither a relative nor an enpl oyee of
any of the parties hereto, nor of any attorney or
counsel enpl oyed by the parties hereto, nor interested
in the outconme of this action;

IN WTNESS THEREOF, | have hereunto
affixed nmy signature and title.

Cara-Leigh V. Richardson

Date: May 22nd, 2024
Notary public for South Carolina
My comm ssion expires July 10, 2025

@,égz/ﬁ,é@/m
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